
Newsletter 7: Fri 29th May 2026

A note from the Headteacher
Dear Parents & Carers,

I hope you have all enjoyed a lovely week with your families.  It’s not long before we return to school 

for the last half term now, and soon we will be saying goodbye to our Year 4 children as they move 

onto their new middle schools. Transition activities, including visits to and from the middle schools 

have been planned to support the children during this important time.  In addition to this, all Y4 

children have benefitted from sessions with our Mental Health Support Link Practitioner, Lorna 

Varley, to help maintain good mental health during this time of change. 

As we lose our lovely Y4 children, we will of course be welcoming our new Reception children and 

are fortunate to be full again this year.  All families should have received a welcome pack including 

important dates for the diary – these have also been added to the whole school dates at the end of 

the newsletter. Welcome packs for any new Pre-School children will be sent after the holidays. 

Thankyou again to those of you who were able to attend the Hearts & Minds Exhibition – this was a 

heart warming event, where children were able to showcase their writing and sculptures in the 

outdoors. However, the highlight of the week was watching approx. 81 children perform a wide 

variety of acts in front of their friends in the Stanbridge Talent Show.  Everyone was truly amazing –

we were so proud to see so many brave and confident children believing in themselves.  The 

Stanbridge audience were also fabulous; supportive and encouraging from start to finish.

Finally, I am happy to share that Mrs Golby will be returning to work on Monday; I know she has 

been very much missed and we look forward to having her back in school. Following her resignation, 

I am pleased to share that we have recruited a new Assistant Headteacher, Mrs Harris, who will be 

joining us on Mon 13th July for our whole school transition day. She will be part of our Senior 

Leadership Team with a focus on Early Years & Year 1. After half term, we will also be advertising 

internally for a Senior Teacher to lead on SEND and a Senior Teacher to lead on Curriculum & 

Assessment. This will ensure we can continue to offer excellent provision here at Stanbridge, as well 

as offer opportunities to our existing staff. Once these appointments have been confirmed, I will be 

able to share the full staffing and responsibilities for September 2026. 

As we continue to grow, please continue to spread the word about our lovely and successful school. 

For September, we currently have a few spaces left in Y2,3,4 and would happily welcome any new 

children moving into the area or looking for a change. We return to school next week on Monday 1st

June; look forward to seeing you all then.  Kind regards,

Miss Gooding

Headteacher



MP Alex Mayer Visits Stanbridge
This half term, we were visited by our local MP, Alex Mayer. She joined us for the end 

of lunchtime, talking to children about the new school food standards and the 

importance of healthy eating. She then spent some time helping with our allotments 

and exploring our Forest School – it was great to showcase some of the school’s 

work on sustainability. Follow the link to see an article on the Leighton Buzzard 

observer: https://www.leightonbuzzardonline.co.uk/your-world/stanbridge-lower-

branches-out-with-forest-school-success-8513733

https://www.leightonbuzzardonline.co.uk/your-world/stanbridge-lower-branches-out-with-forest-school-success-8513733


Hearts & Minds Week
During the week, children had the opportunity to think about how we make ourselves feel 

good. This year, children used nature and the outdoors to create their own wellbeing 
sculpture for a whole school exhibition. ‘Nature has the ability to lift our spirits and make us 

feel good.’ For more photos follow the link to our website:
https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/hearts-minds-outdoor-exhibition-2026/

A big shout out to Mrs Felstead, Mrs Baxter 

and Mrs Page for running the Pre-Loved

Uniform Sale, raising £63.00 for school funds.

Along side the Pre-Loved Sale, a big thankyou 

to Mrs McGregor who took over £839.00 in 

sales at the book fair, which means the school 

receives approx £400.00 worth of free books for 

the library and classrooms.

Well done to the following children who received a £5.00 off voucher for showing 

great kindness during the Hearts & Minds week: Lydia, Iona, Henry S, Skylar, Lille B

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/hearts-minds-outdoor-exhibition-2026/


Stanbridge Has Talent 2026
To celebrate the end of our Hearts & Minds Week, all children who want to perform 

have the opportunity to share their talents in front of the whole school, demonstrating 
courage and self-belief. For more photos, follow: 

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/stanbridge-has-talent-2026/

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/stanbridge-has-talent-2026/


When the weather is warm:

• apply sunscreen before 

school

• send your child with a 

water bottle & sun hat 

every day.

• Optional – send you child 

with additional sun cream 

(labelled with child’s name)

We will ensure they:

• have opps. to sit in the shade

• re-apply sun-cream

• keep hydrated.

YR-Y4

SPORTS DAY REMINDER
Parents & Carers Invited

Thursday 11th June 

2.00-3.15pm

Children MUST have their PE 

Kit in school on this day.

PTFA will be selling raffle tickets to raise 

more funds for the school– CASH ONLY.

Mini Sports Day
Pre-School Only

Friday 12th June
Parents and Carers are welcome to 

attend at one of the following times: 

▪ 11.00-11.30am:

▪ 2.30-3.00pm:

If your child does not normally attend on 

this day, you are welcome to bring them   

in for one of the sessions. Please let Miss 

Sanders know.

Please ensure your child is wearing 

comfortable clothing and trainers. 

Health & Safety: School Field

Important - please read 

There are an increasing amount of small holes and 

divots on our school field at the moment. Where we 

have been unable to fill them, we have covered with 

cones to mark where the holes and reduce the 

chance of injury. 

Until we can resolve the 

matter fully, please take 

care when coming up onto 

our field; either when 

collecting from After 

School Club or when 

attending events.  

If you do have an accident, 

please notify a member of 

staff, so we can ensure 
you receive first aid.



Class Point Celebrations
Children work as a team to collect points for their class.  

Totals are shared in our Celebration Assembly every Friday 

and the winning class keep our school mascot ‘Stan’ for the 

week.  Points are tallied and shared at the end of each half 

term. Congratulations to our half term winners Year 3.

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

456 524 569 634 440

A Postcard from the Headteacher
At the end of each half term, selected children receive a 

postcard from the headteacher in the post for upholding 

the Stanbridge Values;  

Be Kind, Work Hard, Believe in Yourself. 

Well done to this half term’s winners who will 

receive their postcards over the half term break -

shhhhhh…don’t tell them until it arrives!

Charlie (YR) Imogen (Y1) Noah H (Y2) Thomas (Y3) Cara (Y4)

GOLDEN TICKET WINNERS

The following children were awarded 

Golden Tickets for their contribution to 

the school Talent Show:

Millie (YR), Carson, (YR), Corenzo (Y1), 

Lejla (Y2), William (Y2), Ava (Y3), Willow 

(Y3), Rudy (Y4), Cara (Y4), Louis (Y4)



Reading & Maths 

Champions

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

Reading 

Champion

Millie Jenson Finnley-

Gray

Willow Charlie

Maths 

Champion

Carson Mya Lorcan Sophia William

Our Reading & Maths Champions are children who have showed significant 

effort, enthusiasm and achievement in reading and maths. We would love our 

champions to wear their badges all the time, so they can motivate, support and 

encourage others in these areas. Our champions for this half term are:

Practically Perfect Prefects……
We have had some changes in our Prefect Team and the Y3 children had the 

opportunity to apply for the role.  You will see below the new Team and I would 

like to highlight how wonderful they are. Mrs Felstead has also reported how 

dedicated, helpful and hardworking these children are in their roles. For this 

reason, they all received Stanbridge Star Awards in the end of half term 

Celebration Assembly for being great ambassadors for the school.  Thankyou for 

all your hard work.



PE & Forest School Kit Reminder

Please ensure your child has their PE Kit & 

Forest School Kit on their timetabled day.

In Forest School, they MUST wear thin, long 

sleeved top/bottoms in summer – this protects 

arms and legs from sharp brambles or nettles.

Knitting Poppies Appeal

Thankyou to those parents who 

were able to attend on Wed 20th

May. Minutes coming soon.

Remembrance is an important event at Stanbridge and a key 

part of our curriculum.  This coming November, we would love to 

do something different at the front of the school, so Mrs 

Patterson is calling for anyone who can knit to get involved.  We 

think we may have reached our target of 1000, but we’re not 

stopping there, so if you enjoy knitting and would like to 

contribute to something special, collect a pattern from the front 

office. Thankyou again to those of you who continue to knit and 

donate – we are very grateful.



IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government regarding Parent Fines for 

missing school from August 2024:

▪ Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine 

when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.

▪ From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80 

per child/per parent if paid within 21 days, or £160 per child/per parent if 

paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first increase 

since 2012.

▪ For more information: https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-

parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

School Attendance Data

Our target: 97% Our Attendance: 96%

Safeguarding Children is Everyone’s Responsibility

▪ Designated Safeguarding Lead: Miss S Gooding – Headteacher

▪ Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs C Golby – Deputy Headteacher

▪ Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs L Felstead – Family Liaison Officer

▪ Safeguarding Governor: Mr C Gunning

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Integrated 

Front Door on 0300 300 8585. All calls are treated in confidence and you need not give 

your details. You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800 5000, 

emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or completing our report abuse online form.  If you think a 

child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following 

staff in school on 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know
tel:0808%20800%205000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/




Diary Dates: Summer Term 2026
Dates highlighted in red have been added since the last distribution of dates
Summer Two

Mon 1st June Back to School

Mon 1st - Fri 12th June Yr4 Multiplication Check – essential Y4 children are in school

Mon 8th - Fri 12th June Yr1 Phonic Screening – essential Y1 children are in school

Thu 11th June 2.00pm Whole School Sports Afternoon & PTFA Raffle

Fri 12th June 2.30pm Pre-School Mini Sports Afternoon

Fri 19th June Fathers’ Day Activity – organised by PTFA in school

Mon 15th June 2.00pm Reserve Sports Afternoon (In Case of Poor Weather)

Weds 24th June Y3&4 Tutankhamen Immersive Exhibition Trip - Birmingham

Weds 1st July 5.00pm New Reception Starter Parent Information Session

Wed 1st & Thu 2nd July Middle School Transition Days  - Yr4 pupils only
Please note that these dates can vary from school to school –

please check with your child’s middle school

Fri 3rd July at 3pm Y4 Ukulele performance

Mon 6h July 2.45pm Reception Memory Lane Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Tue 7th July 2.45pm Yr1 Memory Lane Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Wed 8th July 2.30pm Yr4 Leavers Assembly & Awards – Parent & Carers invited

Thu 9th July 2.45pm Y2 Memory Lane Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Thu 9th July 2.00-4.00pm Y3&4 Tennis – selected children only

Fri 10th July 2.45pm Yr3 Memory Lane Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Fri 10th July Annual Reports sent home – new teachers for 2026-27 shared

Mon 13th July 9.00-11.30am In School Transition Morning for new starters and current 

YR,1,2,3 – children will spend the morning with their new teacher

Mon 13th July 9.30-11.00 New Reception Starters – settling in session for children

Mon 13th July 3.00pm Pre-School Memory Lane Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Wed 15th July 2.30-5.00pm
Yr4 Leavers Celebration for children – more information to follow, 

but please note the earlier start and finish times

Friday 17th July Last day of summer term: Please note that school will finish at 

1.15pm for all children on the last day of term and there will be 

no after school club provision – please ensure that you make 

other arrangements for childcare.

Don’t Forget - Memory Lane Assemblies
At the end of the summer term, each class will host a 

‘Memory Lane’ Assembly for Parents and Carers. This is 

an opportunity for children to share some of their 

experiences from the year, show off some of their skills and 

receive some awards.  

We would love for you to attend, so please check the diary 

dates above so you don’t miss out.


