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Area Evaluation of Current situation Target Action Implementation Monitor/Revi
ewed 

Timescale Additional Notes 

Pathways Main path around site gets 
overgrown with branches / 
sticks at eye level (poke).  The 
branches and path are cleared 
regularly.   
There’s a new area being 
established with two new 
entrances. 

Continue to clear of 
low branches and clear 
path access 
Saw obstructing 
hawthorn bush. 
Lop and clear 
overhanging branches 
and lower hawthorn 
bushes. 
Remove cement from 
area. 

Keep paths clear by encouraging the group 
to collect material resources for class from 
path edges 
 
Grounds Maintenance Team to 
maintain/clear pathways/ low branches/ 
hedgerows termly. 
 
Mrs Patterson to begin to clear a new path 
in unused area of woodland garden. 
 

 
 
Grounds 
Maintenance 
Team, 
Forest School 
Governor 
and Forest 
School Staff 

Annually Will require 
regular 
maintenance 

Paths in some areas very 
muddy and slippery 
One slab is broken and raised – 
trip hazard 

Muddy paths is 
minimal slip hazard but 
the broken and raised 
slab is a trip hazard and 
needs attention. 

Lay dried grass / hay in worst spots and 
add stones (and bark if we can fund or 
find) 
 
Replace slabbing. 

Summer 2026 

Wildflowers In spring/Summer many 
bulb/seeded flowers /seasonal 

Bulbs/Seeded areas not 
disturbed when 

Foot paths to be used for gathering sticks / 
resources from the edge of the woodland 

 
 

Annually  



wildflowers emerge that are 
easily trampled (bluebells, 
crocus, primrose etc)  

actively growing and 
flowers not damaged 
when emerged From 
December to mid-
February: 

so spring flower bulbs / bluebell 
disturbance minimal. 

 
Forest School 
Staff 

Fire Circle  Requires re-slabbing and 
regular weeding. 

Maintain safety and 
presentation.  

Children to help with weeding slabbed 
areas. Monitor paving and consider new 
paving in 27-28 using funding from PTFA. 

Forest School 
Staff 
Children 
PTFA 

Ongoing 
 
2027-28 

 

Pond The pond lining needs to be 
replaced, filled and new plants 
added. 

Add boundaries /fence 
line around pond 
Line the pond  

Add a clear boundary around pond to 
protect pond edges and wildlife/ plants 
Add new lining to the pond floor 
Add slabbing around pond as well as new 
usable areas. We’re looking into how we 
can make this possible. 

Forest School 
staff 
PTFA 
Parental 
Support 
 

2025-26  

Tree 
Management 

Tree Management Plan in 
place in school – last survey 
completed 2024-25.  
 
Some tree like flora (on school 
field/neighbour farm) becomes 
overgrown 

Add trees in the 
woodland garden to 
the Tree Management 
Plan 
 
We monitor and 
maintain the tree like 
fauna 

Check trees each half term to ensure they 
are sturdy, no hanging branches.  Check 
trees after strong winds to ensure they are 
safe, sturdy and no hanging branches. 
 
Ongoing weekly risk assessment before 
each session. Check tree situation after 
storms and extreme weather. 

Forest School 
Staff 
Tree 
Specialists  

Every 3 
months check 
by grounds 
service. 
 
After strong 
winds 

 

Wild Life 
Diversity 

Foxes/badgers use area 
 

Minimal disturbance  Re-seed areas showing high damage by 
badgers 
Be quiet around den holes. 

 
 
Forest School 
Staff 

Year 1 – 2026 
then annually 

 

Faeces are prevalent at 
different times of the year 
 

Clean, safe woodland  
 

Pick up faeces (bag) or bury it.   
Use rubber gloves when dealing with 
faeces and dispose of gloves safely. 

Leftover food can encourage 
wildlife to become pests – alter 
their natural feeding habits  

Take all leftover food 
home  

Nothing left that can affect biodiversity. 



Dead Wood Over-collection may lead to 
reduction of leaf-litter, 
decrease insect habitation and 
decomposition cycle  

Enough to find, collect 
with enough left to rot 
down (make punk) and 
support nutrient cycle 
mini beasts. 

From December to February: Whole wood 
within boundary area suitable for use for 
gathering sticks / resources for activities. 
From March-June resources from the edge 
of the woodland 

Forest School 
Staff 

Ongoing  

Protecting 
the 
environment 

Group preference for one 
species when collecting 
materials – leaves etc.  

More vulnerable 
species protected, 
commoner targeted 

Choose to use dead leaves for sessions or 
if using live leaves then only minimal 
leaves per plant to be taken and none from 
very young plants or from vulnerable / 
weaker species 

Weed Trees 
(off shoots) 

Weed trees can be found at 
intervals across the year 

Clear weed trees to 
increase woodland 
floor space 

Identify weed trees to be cleared as area is 
used 
 

Forest School 
staff and 
Grounds 
Maintenance 
team 

Every 3 
months 

 

Lords and 
Ladies Plants 

Lords and Ladies plants have 
grown along the hedge 
boundaries across the year 

Remove/clear Lords 
and Ladies plants and 
arrange for Grounds 
Maintenance to 
maintain and  treat 
across the year 

Advise children about plants and advise to 
avoid touching. 
If consumed seek immediate advise. 

Forest School 
staff and 
Grounds 
Maintenance 
team 

Every 3 
months 

Will require 
regular 
maintenance 

Control of 
Undergrowth, 
hedges, trees 
and weeds 

Grounds maintenance contract 
in place which includes the 
Woodland Garden 

Grounds maintenance 
team to control 
undergrowth, hedges, 
trees and weeds. 

Half termly visits by grounds maintenance 
team to Woodland Garden to complete 
maintenance tasks 

Forest School 
staff and 
Grounds 
Maintenance 
team 

2026-27 Will require 
regular 
maintenance 

 


