
EYFS Key Stage One Key Stage Two 

Pre-school Reception Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four 

Knots Knots Knots 

Skills/knowledge: 
Handling wool; learning 

to thread wool and 
wind it. 

 

 
 
Activity – winding and 
threading wool.  

Skills/knowledge: 
Using a knot they have 
created to hold two 
twigs/sticks together. 
Learning how to ‘lash’ 
sticks together.  
Children will learn up, 
over, under, round 
and through. 
Children given 
opportunities to 
practice. 
 
Activity – lashing to 
secure two sticks 
together. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Using thin rope to 
learn how to tie a 
‘bowline knot’ holding 
a group of sticks 
together. 

 
Activity – using a 
bowling knot to secure 
a group of sticks 
together. 

Skills/knowledge: Using 
a rope to tie a ‘reef 
knot’ around the trunk 
of a tree. Developing 
confidence in previously 
learnt knots. 

 
 
Activity – knotting rope 
around tree trunks. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Using thin rope to 
learn how to tie a 
‘clove-hitch knot’ 
to make a bird 
feeder. Children 
given opportunities 
to practice and 
utilise previously 
learnt knots – this 
may include 
repeating 
previously taught 
activities with more 
independence.   

 
Activity – using a 
clove hitch to make 
a bird feeder. 

Skills/knowledge: Using a 
‘Timber Hitch knot’ to 
safely move heavy logs. 
Children should 
demonstrate an 
increasing confidence to 
utilise a variety of knots 
in den building, crafts and 
construction. 

 
 
Activity – using a timber 
hitch to safely secure a 
log to move it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Den Building Den Building Den Building 
Skills/knowledge: 
Children find small 
sticks and twigs in their 
environment. 

 
 

 
 
Activity – use sticks to 
make a den for an 
animal. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Children learn safe 
handling of using 
natural materials. 
 
To differentiate 
between logs, 
branches and twigs. 

 
 
Activity – use a tripod 
structure to make a 
den. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Children develop 
independence of safe 
handling. 
 
To drag sticks to 
transport them safely. 
 
To consider the best 
location for their den. 
 
To carry sticks, 
branches and logs 
safely with a partner. 

 
Activity – use natural 
materials safely to 
build a den using skills 
taught by FSL. 
 

Skills/knowledge: Using 
tarpaulins – FSL lead; 
children begin to utilise 
knots in den building. 
 
To understand that 
shelters and dens can 
be used to keep us 
sheltered from the rain 
and wind.  

 
 

 
Activity – use tarpaulins 
and a taught knot when 
building dens, 
supported by FSL. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Using tarpaulins 
and knots – FSL to 
encourage 
independence 
utilising knots 
learnt. 
 

 
 

 
 
Activity – use 
tarpaulins and 
known knots 
independently 
when building 
dens. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Children encouraged to 
be increasingly 
independent in their 
choice and construction 
of dens. 
 
To evaluate built 
structures in relation to 
their sturdiness and 
durability and 
weatherproofing and 
whether it is fit for 
purpose. 
 

 

 
Activity: to build a den 
for a purpose e.g. to 
protect from rain or sun 
and evaluate its 
effectiveness.  
 
 
 
 



Flora and Fauna Flora and Fauna Flora and Fauna 
Skills/knowledge: 
Recognise and name 
some common birds, 
mini beasts, plants, 
trees and flowers in our 
environment and 
discover some signs of 
Autumn, Winter, Spring 
and Summer in our 
environment. 
 
Activity: 
Taking part in RSPB Big 
schools Birdwatch, 
conduct a nature walk 
using our senses, look 
for living things in our 
environment, plant 
seeds and bulbs. 
 

 

Skills/knowledge: 
Recognise and name 
some common birds, 
mini beasts, plants, 
trees and flowers in 
our environment 
(brambles, lords and 
ladies, thistle and 
mushrooms) noting 
their features and 
some facts.  
 
Use visual cards to 
identify 
poisonous/harmful 
plants in our 
environment.  
 
Comment upon 
observations of 
seasonal changes in 
our local environment. 
 
Activity: 
Taking part in RSPB Big 
schools Birdwatch. 

Seasonal 
scavenger hunts. 

Skills/knowledge: 
To learn the meaning 
of flora and fauna. 
 
Understand how we 
can care and protect 
the natural 
environment and 
wildlife. 
 
Activity: 
Use magnifying glasses 
and pooters to help 
identify fauna and 
flora in our 
environment. 

 
 
Verbalise or make 
posters for our 
environment to 
remind us how to care 
for it and the things 
that live there. 

 

Skills/knowledge: 
identification – 
introducing tree and 
bird identification 
guides 
 
Identify Deciduous and 
Evergreen trees using 
books and guides. 
 
Activity: 
Use books and photos 
to independently 
identify flora and fauna 
in our environment. 

 
Use bird identification 
guides to identify 
common birds. 

 
 
Supporting wildlife by 
making bird feeders 
using wild seeds in the 
winter time.  

Skills/knowledge: 
Identification – 
developing 
independent use of 
identification 
guides for plants 
and animals. 
 
Name and identify 
trees in the 
Woodland garden 
and School grounds 
using binoculars.   
 
Name and identify 
wildlife that may 
visit our Woodland 
Garden.  
 
 
Activity: 

 
 
Build a Bug Hotel. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Identification – 
introduction of formal 
field guides. Children 
encouraged to cross 
reference. 
Identification – children 
to independently access 
field guides as required. 
Know about life cycles of 
different species that live 
in the Woodland Garden 
and Pond area.  
 
Understand our impact 
on the environment.  
Describe different ways 
to look after the 
environment.  
 
Activity: 
Support work around the 
Woodland Garden to 
improve wildlife habitats.  
 
Using identification 
guides match tracks and 
other signs to animals. 

 



Campfire Cooking Campfire Cooking Campfire Cooking 
Skills/knowledge: 
Introduction to the fire 
circle.  Safe walking in 
and out. Staying behind 
the fire log safety 
perimeter.  
 
Activity –Role play 
campfires. 
 

 
 

Skills/knowledge: 
Introduction to 
campfire safety and 
fire circle rules. 
 
 
Activity – gather sticks 
for fuel and cooking 
on a stick.  FSL to 
build, light and 
extinguish.  Children 
to make a spark with 
steel (dragon sneeze).   
 
 

 

Skills/knowledge: 
Developing campfire 
safety. 
 
 
Activity – gather sticks 
for fuel, put them in 
size order and using a 
Kelly kettle to boil 
water to make hot 
chocolate. FSL to 
build, light and 
extinguish.   
 
 

 

Skills/knowledge: 
Introduction to safe 
building and lighting 
skills. 
 
 
Activity – gather sticks 
for fuel, put them in size 
order, make a waffle 
layer and cooking on a 
grill.  FSL to 
demonstrate and 
include children in 
building, lighting and 
extinguishing.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills/knowledge: 
Developing safe 
building skills and 
lighting skills. 
 
 
Activity – gather 
sticks for fuel, put 
them in size order, 
make a waffle layer 
and cooking on a 
grill.  cooking on a 
pan FSL to 
demonstrate and 
include children in 
building, lighting 
and extinguishing.   
 
 

 

Skills/knowledge: 
Developing safe building 
skills and lighting skills. 
 
 
Activity – gather sticks 
for fuel, put them in size 
order, make a waffle 
layer and cooking on a 
grill.  cooking on a pan 
FSL to demonstrate and 
include children in 
building, lighting and 
extinguishing.   
 
 
 

 



Using tools Using tools Using tools 
Skills/knowledge: 
Introduction to utensils 
in the mud kitchen.  
Being able to use 
utensils with a purpose 
in mind.  
Begin to name utensils 
and what they are used 
for. 
Introduction to small 
tool –trowel -for 
digging.  
 
 
 
Activity: mud kitchen 
play, digging with 
trowels. 

 
 

Skills/knowledge: 
Introducing the mallet 
and scissors.  
Developing the use of 
trowels. 
Learning how to use 
these tools safely with 
adult support and 
supervision.  
 

 
Activity: Flower 
bashing using a mallet.  
FSL supervised. 
 
Use a mallet to 
hammer golf tees into 
a pumpkin. 
 
Use a mallet to bash 
plants onto muslin. 

 
Using Digging tools in 
designated area. 
All with 1:1 
supervision. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Developing tool use – 
mallet, vegetable 
peeler and palm drill. 
Learning about the 
safety bubble and 
keeping a safe 
distance from others 
when using tools. 

 
 
Activity: Using a 
vegetable peeler to 
whittle wood.  

 
Palm drill to cut a hole 
through a thin wood 
cookie.  
 
Hand held drills for 
making holes  

 
All with 1:1 
supervision. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Developing tool use 
with more confidence 
and independence – 
mallet, vegetable peeler 
and palm drill. Begin to 
use secateurs safely. 
Consolidate the safety 
bubble and keeping a 
safe distance from 
others when using tools.  
 
Activity:  Whittle a stick 
to use when cooking 
Marshmallows 
independently.  

 
Begin to use secateurs 
to cut twigs.   
 
Use secateurs to 
maintain Woodland 
Garden or make a 
craft/model using 
natural materials. 
All with 1:1 
supervision. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Developing tool 
use with more 
confidence and 
independence – 
mallet, vegetable 
peeler, palm drill 
and secateurs 
safely. Consolidate 
the safety bubble 
and keeping a safe 
distance from 
others when using 
tools.  
Begin to use a knife 
and loppers safely. 
 
Activity: 
Use Loppers to cut 
small branches and 
pruning. Lop elder 
to make an elder 
necklace. 

 
All with 1:1 
supervision. 

Skills/knowledge: 
Developing tool use with 
more confidence and 
independence – mallet, 
vegetable peeler, palm 
drill, secateurs, knife and 
loppers safely. 
Begin to use a bow saw 
safely. 
Consolidate the safety 
bubble and keeping a safe 
distance from others 
when using tools. 
 
Activity: 
Use a Bow saw to cut a 
wooden disk. 

 
 

 
All with 1:1 supervision. 



                               Creativity Creativity Creativity 
Skills/knowledge 
Natures colours 
 
 
Activity: 
Mud painting. 
 
Mud Kitchen – Potions 
 
Imaginative Play 
 
Role Play 
 
Learning new songs and 
listening to stories. 

 

Skills/knowledge 
Use natural materials in 
different ways to create 
art. 
 
 
Activity: 
Clay and leaves 

 
 
Use clay to create faces 
attached to tree trunk.  
 
Nature Crowns  
 
Bubble wands – Pipe 
cleaners  
 
Flower bashing/Mallet 
Pictures.  
 
Fairy houses 
Mud Kitchen – Potions, 
banquets.  

Skills/knowledge 
Use natural materials in 
different ways to create 
art. 
 
 
 
Activity: 
Charcoal and grass 

 
 
Story wands /Journey sticks 
 
Tree and leaf rubbings. 
 
 
.  
Transient Art forms. 
Use bark, pebbles, stones, 
sticks, to create sculptures 
like Andy Goldsworthy 

Skills/knowledge 
Use natural 
materials in 
different ways to 
create art. 
 
 
 
 
Activity: 
Mud, charcoal and 
leaves 

 
Printing 
 
Sketching using 
charcoal 
 
Wrist bands 
through braiding. 

Skills/knowledge 
Introducing 
traditional craft 
skills – weaving, 
making a loom, 
making charcoal 
 
 
 
Activity: 

 
Making necklaces 
with Elder Beads. 
 
Lash sticks together 
to make a frame for 
weaving. 
 

Skills/knowledge 
Engage in increasingly 
challenging traditional 
crafts –leaf weaving, 
making dyes and more 
independent weaving. 
 
Activity: 
Using natural dyes – to 
print. 
Blackberries, grass. 

 

 

 


