
Newsletter 5: Fri 13 th Feb 2026

A note from the Headteacher

Dear Parents & Carers,

Life at Stanbridge continues to be very colourful with many great curriculum events taking place.  This half term, we 

have celebrated óDiversity Dayô, with each class exploring a different theme to celebrate all that is wonderfully 

different about us.  Our Year 3 children explored the book Aaron Slater Illustrator, which is an uplifting story about 

the power of art, finding your voice, and telling your story - even when you're out of step with your peers. 

Have a look at our Diversity photos on the next page to see some of the things we created. 

More recently, we all dressed up for the NSPCC Number Day to raise the profile of this important charity, and also to 

take part in some real-life practical Maths.  We showcased our great work in a special assembly and this included: 

measuring ingredients, collecting and sorting data, creating tally charts, estimating, learning number rhymes, shape 

work, number puzzles and playing shops. We also tested our estimation skills by guessing the sweets in the jar; Y3 

got the closest estimate and our staff winner was Mrs Hassan. 

In light of some of the parent feedback on our autumn questionnaires, sporting opportunities at Stanbridge have 

continued to grow. This term Y3&4 children have attended a hockey tournament; Y1,2,3,4 have performed at a local 

gymnastics event; and Y2,3,4 had great fun on the óGlow in the Darkô dodgeball event.  We have further events 

coming up after half term with Y3 girlsô football and Y4 mixed netball, so watch this space.  A big shout out to Mrs 

Yarnell, who is our PE subject leader; she sorts the letters, completes the risk assessments and whole heartedly 

supports the children at these events. She says that our children give 100% effort, but what she notices the most is 

the excellent sportsmanship and support for their team mates; what great ambassadors for our school.  

Our Governors spent an afternoon in classrooms this half term.  They chatted with children about their learning and 

met with our school council, who spoke confidently about the óStanbridge Wayô; Be Kind, Work Hard & Believe in 

Yourself. Governors commented on the calm and purposeful learning environment, as well as the excellent conduct 

and learning behaviours of all children. They noticed consistency between classrooms and good support for our 

children with SEND. We all agreed that something we could do better is providemore bespoke feedback to children, 

so that they can talk about confidently about what they are doing well and how they can make their work better. 

Governors would like to thank our staff and children for a great afternoon in school. 

Despite the many highlights above, this has been a challenging term for us, as we have experienced a significant 

amount of staff absence due to illness and leave for various reasons. We hope that after half term, we will back to 

our normal staffing levels.  On the contrary, our childrenôs attendance continues to improve and I am in the process 

of putting some further guidance together to help explain the policy and procedures that the school follows. 

Wishing you all a lovely, lovely half term with your families. 

Enjoy the photos and look out for those rays of sunshine peaking 

through, because spring is definitely in the air!

Kind regards,

Miss Gooding

Headteacher



DIVERSITY DAY
For more photos of this great day: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/diversity-day-2026/

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/diversity-day-2026/


NSPCC Number Day
For more photos: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/nspcc-number-day-fun/

Y3 had the closest estimation 
for the sweets in the jar. (99)

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/nspcc-number-day-fun/


Glow in the Dark Dodgeball, Y3 

Hockey & Lego Workshops



Y4 Bikeability



Stanbridge World Book Day 2026

Alongside our school based activities, we are also running two 

competitions this year ïthe deadline for both competitions is Weds 4th

March ïplease encourage your child to take part: 

1. 500 Words Story Writing Competition 

Write a story you would love to read in 500 

words or less. A winner from each year group 

will win one of Carli Ann Smithôs books.        

For some top tips, visit: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words

2. Through the Keyhole, I can seeé.

Either use the 2d template at the end of this newsletter or create your 

own 3D key hole to illustrate a story of your choice. You can use any 

medium ïcrayons, collage, junk modelling, pastels, but who will 

guess your story by looking through the keyhole?

World Book day will take place on Thursday 5th March and as always, we 

are inviting staff and children to dress up as a book character.  Please 

follow the link for some cheap and easy ideas: 

https://www.madeformums.com/toddler-and-preschool/last-minute-easy-

world-book-day-costumes/

During the day, children will be invited to participate in a variety of book 

related activities, including a special assembly with our very own local 

author, Carli Ann Smith, author of The Tale of Who-bell.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words
https://www.madeformums.com/toddler-and-preschool/last-minute-easy-world-book-day-costumes/


This is a whole school, cross curricular project week where each year group will explore and learn 

about a different faith in line with their curriculum.  We will launch the week with a special assembly 

and then children will develop their skills and knowledge across RE, design and technology, reading, 

writing and PSHE.  The year groups themes are as follows:

Children in Y2,3,4 and some in Y1 have the opportunity to attend the Faith Tour in Bedford, which is 

a great opportunity to bring learning to life. The project week will finish on Fri 27th Feb with a 

classroom showcase of all the childrenôs learning between 2.30-3.30pm. We would love to see 

you there and you will be able to take your child/ren after you have visited their classroom.  

Symbols of Faith Week 
Mon 23 rd - Fri 27 th February 

Pre-School & Reception: 
The Natural World

Y1: Judaism- Celebrationsand 
Worship for the Jewish community

Y2: Christianity ςCelebrationsand Worship 
for the Christian community

Y3: Christianity ςThe Holy 
Trinity & Easter

Y4: IslamςFestivals and worship 
for the Muslim community

Whole School British Values: mutual respect 
and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs

Parent Forum Update

ÁSupport for children on the homework app and suggested timings ïwhether the amount of 

homework is right? Amount of computer based learning in school

ÁMore opps to see childrenôs work

ÁToo many non-uniform days - too close together! Money saving ideas for costumes

ÁCommunication - can forms be submitted digitally

Á Is ASC going to be extended? Considerate and safe parking

ÁUnderstanding the school attendance procedures and Rewards

ÁNew photography company was disappointing

ÁFull minutes with a school response will be available on the school website after half term. 

Mrs Felstead runs our Parent Forum termly to give parents an opportunity to discuss arising 

matters and share parental perspectives.  The views of this group are extremely useful and can be 

taken into consideration when making changes to improve school provision.  Thankyou to those 

parents who attended this week ïthe topics included: 



t¢C! ΨIŀǇǇȅ IŜŀǊǘǎΩ 5ƛǎŎƻ
More photos on our website: 

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/happy-hearts-disco-ptfa-2/

Thank You PTFA!

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/happy-hearts-disco-ptfa-2/


Class Point Celebrations
Children work as a team to collect points for their class.  

Totals are shared in our Celebration Assembly every Friday 

and the winning class keep our school mascot óStanô for the 

week.  Points are tallied and shared at the end of each half 

term. Congratulations to our half term winners Year 2 .

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

509 581 607 355 502

Winners will receive their postcard over the half term holiday. 

Shhhhhhédonôt tell them until it arrives!

A Postcard from the Headteacher
At the end of each half term, selected children receive a 

postcard from the headteacher in the post for upholding 

the Stanbridge Values;  

Be Kind, Work Hard, Believe in Yourself. 

Well done to this half termôs winners who will 

receive their postcards over half term:

Buzz (YR) Alfie B (Y1) Liam (Y2) Teddy C (Y3) Jake (Y4)

GOLDEN TICKET WINNERS

NSPCC Number Day Winners: 
Harper (YR), Buzz (YR), Carson (YR), Kaeda (Y1), Corenzo (Y1), Lejla 

(Y2), Lily (Y2), Arlo (Y2), Joey (Y2), Ellis (Y3), Teddy (Y3)



Reading & Maths 

Champions

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

Reading 

Champion

Beau George B Noah H Charlotte Emilia 

Maths 

Champion

Artie Nola Joseph B Teddy A Louie 

Our Reading & Maths Champions are children who have showed 

significant effort, enthusiasm and achievement in reading and maths. 

We would love our champions to wear their badges all the time, so they 

can motivate, support and encourage others in these areas. 

Our champions for this half term are:

Y2 Fire Safety Visit
Follow the link for more photos: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/y3-fire-safety-visit/

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/y3-fire-safety-visit/


Road Safety Assembly
During our Road Safety Assembly from 
Central Bedfordshire Road Safety 
team, children were reminded about 
the importance of car seats and seat 
belts ςplease check the NHS guidance 
to the left to ensure you are keeping 
your child safe.

In addition, we have been asked to 
share these important road reminders 
below ςƭŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ 
make the roads safer for everyone. 



New Field Equipment Coming Soon
Following the fabulous fundraising and kind donations in autumn term, our new play equipment is 

soon to be installed ready for the summer term. Following discussions with the school council in the 

autumn term, we will be replacing the story area with a stage and benches to encourage performing 

and role play. We have also ordered a smaller óPick Up Sticksô to climb on. 

Goodbye & Thankyou Mrs Greenacre

Mrs Greenacre has volunteered at the school for several years and been a great 

asset to our team.  She was never afraid to get stuck in; regularly supporting us with 

readers, trips and sporting events. Sadly, she is no longer able to help out due to 

personal reasons, but she will be missed and we wish her all the best. Come back and 

see us soon - our door is always open.  

SAVE THE DATE
Parent Consultation  for YR, Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
progress & well being in school. Appointment 

letters will be sent after half term.

Mon 9th Mar 3.45-5.00pm
Weds 11th Mar 5.00-7.00pm



IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government regarding Parent Fines for 

missing school from August 2024:

ÁUnder the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine 

when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.

ÁFrom August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80 

per child/per parent if paid within 21 days, or £160 per child/per parent if 

paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first increase 

since 2012.

ÁFor more information: https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-

parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

School Attendance Data

Our target: 97% OurAttendance: 96%
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ÁDesignated Safeguarding Lead:Miss S Gooding �±Headteacher
ÁDeputy Safeguarding Lead:Mrs C Golby �±Deputy Headteacher
ÁDeputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs L Felstead �±Family Liaison Officer
ÁSafeguarding Governor: Mr C Gunning

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Integrated 
Front Door on 0300 300 8585. All calls are treated in confidence and you need not give 
your details.You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline bycalling 0808 800 5000, 
emailinghelp@NSPCC.org.ukorcompleting our report abuse online form.  If you think a 
child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following 
staff in schoolon 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:


