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Music Development Plan Summary 
Stanbridge Lower School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2025-26 

Date this summary was published 1st September 2025 

Date this summary will be reviewed 1st September 2026 

Name of the school music lead Sam Gooding 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Sam Gooding 

Name of local music hub  Inspiring Music – Central Beds 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Charanga Music Scheme 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

 

Part A: Curriculum music 
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

The school follows the National Curriculum for music and uses the Charanga music 

scheme to support with the delivery of this. 

On addition to this, Year 3 and 4 are supported by the Inspiring Music Partnership in 

Central Bedfordshire during Autumn & Summer term respectively. 

Music is taught weekly to all year groups in the following ways: 

• Weekly singing assembly – 30mins 

• Weekly music lesson – 45mins 

• In Year 3, children learn to play the recorder in the autumn term as a whole group 

ensemble – this is led by Inspiring Music, Central Beds 

• In Year 4, children learn to play the recorder in the summer term as a whole group 

ensemble – this is led by Inspiring Music, Central Beds  
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Part B: Extra-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

• Children in Y1-4 have the opportunity to request private one to one piano tuition from a 

specialist teacher. This takes place outside of lesson time, but during the school day. 

Parents pay privately for this lesson. 

• Children in Y2-4 have the opportunity to rehearse and perform as part of the school 

choir at events such as the local Christmas Fair and Spring Singalongs. There is no 

charge for this extra-curricular opportunity.  

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

There are a wide variety of musical experiences at Stanbridge for children to engage with 

and learn from.  

On a weekly basis pupils are engaged in a whole school singing assembly.  Songs are 

selected from the school’s chosen singing support ‘Out of the Ark’, as well as other musical 

fields when required. In addition to this, there are further opportunities to sing and perform 

in the following assemblies and playground Singalongs: 

▪ All children - Harvest Showdown 

▪ PS, YR & Y1 – Nativity 

▪ Y2,3,4 – Christmas Musical 

▪ All children – Carols & Cakes on the playground after school 

▪ All children – Spring Singalong on the playground after school 

▪ All children – Memory Lane Assembly 

Children have the opportunity to watch the following musical performances in and outside 

of school: 

▪ Piano recitals in school by selected children, supported by specialist music teacher 

▪ Recorder performance in school by Y3 in November supported by Inspiring Music 

▪ Whole School Musical Pantomime in December 

▪ Ukulele performance in school by Y4 in July supported by Inspiring Music 

▪ Y1 & 2 live concert experience – The Storm Whale at The Stables (subsidy for PP) 

▪ Y3 & 4 live concert experience  (Subsidy for PP) 

To further inspire a love of music, the school plays music in the mornings as children enter 

the school building and there is also an annual Talent Show where children can 

demonstrate a wide variety of musical talents.  
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In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

Musical Curriculum  

▪ We will continue to use Charanga to support our music teaching, but we will evaluate 

the impact at the end of the year to ensure it meets the needs of our learners. 

▪ We will continue to work with Inspiring Music and have peripatetic music specialist 

teachers coming into school to teach pupils instruments in Y3 & 4. We plan to extend 

this to Year 2 in 2026-27 and participate in the ‘Something for Summer’ event at either 

Shuttleworth or the Grove.  

▪ Our Singing Assemblies will continue to be led by the Music Subject Lead weekly for 

the whole school.  In 2026-27, we plan to sign up for Young Voices at the O2 for 

Y2,3,4. 

Co-curricular Music 

▪ We will continue to build and improve our choir, performing at more local events and 

preparing for the Young Voices event 

▪ We will be investigating ways in which we can support more pupils from our school to 

access out-of-school music lessons. 

Musical Experiences  

▪ We will build on our current provision, but plan to seek further opps for children to 

experience and appraise live music in 2026-27, as well as start planning the first 

Stanbridge Summer Proms. 

▪ In Early Years, there will be a variety of instruments to access in the setting, enabling 

them to explore instruments, sounds, rhythm, tempo, dynamics etc. 

 

Further Information 

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how 

they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for 

support beyond the school: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-

education-information-for-parents-and-young-people/what-the-national-plan-for-music-

education-means-for-children-and-young-people  
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