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A note from the Headteacher

Dear Parents & Carers,

It is the end of another joyful term here at Stanbridge; Winter Wonderland, Christmas Jumpers, Santa
Dash, Festive Piano and Recorder Recitals, Nativities & Wrapping Elves, Panto, Raffles, Crafts, Singing,
Parties. We know the stream of letters, reply slips and diary dates is a challenge at this time of year, but
the children have had a wide variety of experiences and we would like to thank you for your support.

Many of these events are showcased on our website, but | have included a few photos in this newsletter
for you to enjoy — please follow the link to the website to see more.

Amongst the festive celebrations, teachers have also been assessing children’s attainment and progress
this term. Children and staff are working hard to ensure all children achieve as well as they can, but we
can’t do this without your support. | can not emphasise enough how important phonics and reading is.
Reading in school is not enough; please do all you can to encourage your child to enjoy books over the
holidays — sharing books with grown ups is just as important!

The next parents evening is in March, but in the meantime if you have any concerns about your child’s
progress or wellbeing, make an appointment to speak with your child’s teacher. Similarly, if your child’s
teacher has any concerns, they will speak with you in the new year.

You will read later in the newsletter, some reminders about attendance. Thankyou to those parents who
ensure their children are in school every day; it is so important to build these good habits and routines.
Congratulations to those children who achieved more than 97% this term, particularly those children
who have achieved 100%.

Our school continues to go from strength to strength and this is down to our dedicated staff, who put
children at the heart of all they do, as well as our wonderful children, who demonstrate extraordinary
enthusiasm and kindness.

Staff would like to thank you for their generous Christmas gifts and | would like to wish all our families,
staff, volunteers and governors a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We look forward to seeing the children back on Tuesday 6t January 2026.

Kind regards,
Miss Gooding (Headteacher)




Lights, Camera, Action for Christmas

For more photos visit the following links:
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https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/nativity-counts-by-pre-school-reception/
https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/whoops-a-daisy-angel-by-y1/
https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/stanbridge-lower-presents-no-one-wraps-like-an-elf/

Panto, Parties & Carols

For more photos visit:
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Thankyou to the PTFA for subsidising the Panto!

:



stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/panto-parties-and-carols-on-the-playground

Forest School & PE Reminders

All children have taken home their PE & Forest School kits to be washed over
the holidays. Please ensure your child has both kits ready for their relevant
day outlined below. PE kits can be left in school.

At this age, children need support to develop their organisational skills and
good habits— please help them, so that they have everything they need to
participate in these sessions safely and comfortably.

R Wednesday Tuesday

1 Tuesday Wednesday

2 Monday Friday

3 Monday Thursday

4 Tuesday - Swimming No Forest School this term

Forest School Winter Kit

We provide children with waterproof all in one suits, but it is essential that
children bring additional clothing for warmth in a separate bag:

=  Wellies or old trainers

= Spare socks, as these often get wet
= Jogging bottoms

= Layers: long sleeved top & a sweater
= Hat and gloves

PE Indoor & Outdoor Kit

Indoor PE Kit Outdoor PE Kit

White t- shirt, black White t- shirt, black jogging
shorts/jogging bottoms,  bottoms, black

trainers or plimsolls hoody/sweater, trainers




elly Throwing Fun With
Mrs Patterson




ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Please ensure that your child is in school every day, as research indicates that this helps build
good habits for the future, and also ensures that they do not miss vital learning. For
safeguarding reasons, it i s Iimportant that
a duty to ascertain why the child is not in school and we have had a few cases where the
reasons given for absence by parents is not the same reasons given by the children.

We have also seen an increase in appointments during the school day. Where possible, we
ask that any non-urgent appointments are made outside of the school day or in holidays. We
understand that some medical appointments do not offer this flexibility, so in this case, please
share proof of appointment with our new Family Liaison Officer, Mrs Felstead, so that the
absence can be authorised. This could be in the form of a letter or text.

The school wildl continue t o s t-wdareesocfoserandi Knaws
that we can get there if we work together. We would like to congratulate the following children
who have achieved 97% or better this term.

97-99% 100%
Reception Buzz Theo Boris Autumn
Fraser Artie Lydia Qamar
Rose Joe Alfred Abigail
Leah Harper
Lily
Year 1 Alfie B lzzy Henry D Mya
Nola Imogen George E Kaeda
Jasper lona Jenson George B
Corenzo Louie D
Leo
Year 2 Arlo Joey Noah H
Nyah Joseph Lorcan
Liam Noah B Morley
Huntleigh Theo William
Reece Lily
Year 3 Teddy A Archie Frankie Thea
Joshua Skylar James Henry
Caleb Ralph Ava
Max
Year 4 Charlie Penny William Emilia
Ava Rudy Yolanda Janna
Kacey Cara

Jake



EVERY

SCHOOL DAY
MATTERS

Thinking about requesting a term-
time holiday? Please think carefully.

Headteachers can only agree to time off in exceptional
circumstances. The Department for Education says that family
holidays or trips for leisure aren’t considered exceptional.
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Every lesson missed impacts upon your
child being able to reach their potential.

Why time in school matters:

- Even a few days away can leave gaps in
learning, especially in maths and literacy
Children can find it harder to catch up
when they return, which can knock
their confidence
They may miss projects, group work or
assessments that are difficult to repeat

Being away can mean missing social
moments with friends and classmates

Teachers want every child to succeed,
but it's hard to help one pupil catch up
without holding others back

For more information visit:

We know family time is important -
but so is your child’s education.

Please plan holidays during school breaks
50 your child doesn’t miss out on learning
or friendships.

Unauthorised absences can lead to a fine.

Each parent may be fined £1&60 per child
if 2 pupil misses 5 days of school without
permission.

Repeated absences could result in court
action, larger fines, or a criminal record.

Every day in school helps your
child build a brighter future.

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/school-attendance




Enel of Term @@'@%@%@%@

Class Point Celebrations

Children work as a team to collect points for their class.
Totals are shared in our Celebration Assembly every Friday
and the winning class keep
week. Points are tallied and shared at the end of each half

term. Congratulations to our half term winners Year 1.

YR Y1l Y2 Y3 Y4
516 | 531 512 495 480

A Postcard from the Headteacher
At the end of each half term, selected children receive a
postcard from the headteacher in the post for upholding the
Stanbridge Values;

Be Kind, Work Hard, Believe in Yourself.

youy 10
IJM)'W, Wel |l done to this hal

Abigail (YR) | Michael (Y1) | Reece (Y2) | Archie (Y3) | Janna (Y4)

GOLDEN TICKET WINNERS

All of our children have been very fortunate to receive
a wide variety of treats over the last few weeks, but
the following have received Golden Tickets for a
variety of musical events this half term i all requiring
hard work, practice, courage and enthusiasm:

Choir performance at Christmas fayre, piano performances, solo singing
performances and for stepping up at the last minute — thankyou Lily®

Y2: Lily x 2, Theo, Lejla
Y3: Ellis, Willow x 2, James, Ralph, Teddy, Archie, Caleb, Joshua,

Y4: Jake, Yolanda x 3, Rudy x 2, Penny x2, Cara, Ava, Janna, Charlie, Emilia



Reading
Champion

Maths
Champion

Merry Christmas from After

School Club

See if you can find your child (and maybe a teacher or two) amongst the
tinsel i there are more on !







PTFA UPDATES

Another thankyou this term to our lovely PTFA, who continue to work so hard to
raise additional funds for our school. An even bigger shout out to all of you for
supporting these events. With your support, we raised:

= Christmas Cards Commission: £300.00
=  Winter Wonderland: £180.51

» Raffle: £664.77

= Carols & Cakes Sale: £203.02

That is a total of £1348.30 7 THANKYOU. We have already used some of this
money to purchase high quality books to support our English curriculum this term.
This is a great investment, as these books will be used year after year to develop
childrendés reading and writing skills

Forest School Pond Update

We have been extremely fortunate to receive a
donation from one of our grandparents to develop ;g
this area. The pond has now been drained, ,W | ;
cleared and re-lined ready for the next phase. We o
hope to have this up and running safely by the - -
summer ter m. Thankyou tébl\hax Hol I'anda
grandad for getting this project off the ground!
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Attendance
Between @QEQ&(Q
7 and 19 days 2 ;
absence per year s * He_re
VERY GOOD 90% - 96% q m“d_ag
THIS IS YOUR BO08 « Ready
TARGET ATTENDANCE  On time

School Attendance Data

Our target: 97% | Our Attendance: 96%

IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government regarding Parent Fines for
missing school from August 2024:

» Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine
when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.

» From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80
per child/per parent if paid within 21 days, or £160 per child/per parent if
paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first increase
since 2012.

= For more information: https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-
parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

Safeqguardi ng Chil dr en

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to th
staff in schooh 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:

i » Designated Safeguarding IMiad:S GoodinddHeadteacher
; = Deputy Safeguarding Léack C GollhiyDeputy Headteacher
:/ » Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs L Felstrady Liaison Officer

» Safeguarding Governor: Mr C Gunning

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Integrat
Front Door on 0300 300 838bcalls are treated in confidence and you need
your detail¥ou can also contact the NSPCC Helplitienbyd808 800 5000
emailingpelp@NSPCC.organkompleting our report abuse onlinelfgon think &
child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.



https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know
tel:0808%20800%205000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
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Christingle Service at St John the

Wed 24t Dec 4pm
SAVE THE DATE

Baptist Church in Stanbridge village

Diary Dates: Spring Term 2026

Dates highlighted in red have been added since the last distribution of dates

Spring Term One Reminders

Mon 5% January

Training day for staff only

Tue 6™ January

Back to school for all children

Tue 13" January

Y4 start swimming i continue every Tuesday in Spring term

Wed 21st Jan 2.45-3.15pm

Parent Information Session 1 Health, Wellbeing & Online Safety

Fri 23rd Jan

Diversity Day i celebrating all that is different

Fri 30" January

Yr4 Bikeability for those who have signed up

Fri 61" February

NSPCC Number Day i Dress Up for Digits T donations to NSPCC welcome

Tue 10t February

Safer Internet Day i raising awareness in school

Wed 11t February 2.45pm

Parent Information Meeting for Grafham

Thu 12t February

PTFA Happy Hearts Disco

Fri 13" February

Last day of half term i normal pick up at 3.30pm

Spring Term Two Reminders

Mon 23" February

Children back to school

Mon 23§ Fri 27t Feb

Symbols of Faith Project Week: RE & DT Focus

Wed 25" Feb

Y2,3,4 Faith Tour in Bedford i more info coming soon

Fri 27t Feb 2.30-3.30pm

Symbols of Faith Class Exhibitions i Parents invited

Wed 4t 6th March

Y4 Grafham Residential

Thu 5% March

World Book Day

Mon 9t March

Parent Consultation Appointments 3.45-5.00pm

Wed 11t March

Parent Consultation Appointments 5.00-7.00pm

Fri 13t March

Mot her s6 Day Shop

Mon 16t March

Y1 & 2 visit MK Stables Theatre - The Storm Whale i more info coming soon

Tues 24t March

Last swimming day for 4

Wed 25t March

Great Stanbridge Bake Off Competition i entries in by 9.30am

Wed 25" March 3.15pm

Spring Sing Along & Bake Off Sale

Fri 27th March

PTFA Egg Hunt & Egg Roll

Fri 27th March

Last day of Spring term: Please note that school will finish at 1.15pm for all
children on the last day of term and there will be no after school club
provision i please ensure that you make other arrangements for childcare.

(® Compass

Don’t forget to download our
new Parent App.




AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE
ADMISSIONS TEAM AT CENTRAL BEDS

Starting School and Transfer to Middle 2026

Please remember to submit your applications for Starting School and Transfer to Middle 2026
by the deadline 15 January 2026. We strongly recommend that parents name their
nearest school as one of their preferences.

ltés i mportant to use all three pr elfysureaherces
preferences are full and you havenot |isted
much further away.

By law, we must allocate places to pupils whose parents/carers have expressed a written
preference for that school ahead of those who have not. Any applications received after 15
January 2026 will be considered LATE, there are no exceptions. Parents can apply online

at https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/5/school_admissions.

When making your application, please consider the home to school transport policy for
September 2026, which can be accessed via www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/schooltransport.

SHK MAN

JULIA DONALDSON # AYEL SCHEFFLER

TUE 16 DEC 2025 - SUN 4 JAN 2026 the
STABLES.ORG - 01908 280800 StEblGS
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https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/AD565856D28B87E801A66E312C339D4003B0F40B7C6E7C394F6A36FCA4C82E73/B9E85FE90E08929C6584427EFF0D7D4A/LE35
https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/710A6F2FAB4EC8DD77888B7CD937A114EDB75FF77251F3327C457D94D878DC48/B9E85FE90E08929C6584427EFF0D7D4A/LE35

Age Restrictions for
Social Media Platforms




Games with o PEGT 3 rating
are suitable for all ages.

They may have:

PEGI 12

Games with a PEGI 12 rating are
suitable for ages 12 and above.

i d lang

For example:

Dragon Ball FighterZ

Super Smash Bros. Ullimate

child-like settings
comical vi

language more suitable
for young children

For example:

FIFA

DiRT Rally

Animal Crossing

Games with a PEGI 16 rating are
suitable for ages 16 and above.

They may have:

For example:

Marvel's Avengers
Battlefield 2042
Halo Infinite

Marvel's Spider-Man

PEGI 7

Gaomes with o PEGI 7 rating are
suitable for oges 7 and above.

They may have:

some scenes or sounds
that could be frightening

f violence

mild forms o
(non-realistic or with
no detail)

For example:

18

PEGI 18
Games with a PEGI 18 rating are suitable for ages 18 and above.
They may have:
explicit adult content

extreme violence

the glamorised use of illegal substances

For example:

Call of Duty: Warzone Grand Theft Auto V

Far Cry 3 Blood Dragon




NHS

School Aged Children’s catch-up
vaccination walk in clinics for
Central Bedfordshire in 2025

Downside Community Centre,
Suffolk Rd, Dunstable LU5 4ES

Tuesday 23rd December 2025

Please scan for
further information




