
Newsletter 3: Mon 27th October 2025

A note from the Headteacher
Dear Parents & Carers,

I think we can say that our Harvest Showdown was a great
success: farming, pumpkin designs, scarecrow creations, 
wonderful singing and an abundance of food donations. It was 
lovely to see so many of you at this event. 

Thankyou to those parents who were able to attend Parents’ 
Evening this half term.  If you were unable to attend and would 
like to speak with your child’s teacher, please contact the school 
office.  If you completed a parent survey, results can be found 
later in this newsletter – lots of great feedback and naturally a 
few things for us to work on.

We are looking forward to sharing our ‘We Will Remember’ 
exhibition with you again on Tuesday 11th Nov – see later in the 
newsletter for more information and look out for our special 
‘Poetry by Heart’ competition again – these were amazing last 
year and you can now enter as a group or with siblings!

Flu jabs for children in YR,1,2,3,4  will take place on Tuesday 2nd

December in the morning. If you haven’t already given consent, 
see the information at the end of the  newsletter.

Finally, thankyou to those parents who have already signed up 
for our new Parent App and a shout out to Mr Dickinson who 
has already used the IConnect chat function – we do hope that 
this will streamline and make communication even better.

Enjoy the rest of the half term break with pumpkins, Halloween 
and fireworks aplenty; we look forward to seeing you back in 
school on Tues 4th November, as Monday is a training day.
Kind regards,

Miss Gooding 
Headteacher

School Photos

Coming Soon!
We had hoped to share these with

you before the end of half-term, but 
there has been a delay.  We will keep 

you updated.

Remembrance 

Service 

St John the Baptist Church, 
Stanbridge Village
Sun 9th Nov at 9am

Frankie and James in Y3 will be laying 
a wreath on behalf of our school in 
remembrance of all those who have 

made sacrifices in all wars.

Rev. David warmly welcomes our 
families to the service and would 

love to see you there. 



Little City Fun for PS, Y1 & Y2
Thankyou for your financial contributions towards this fabulous event. 

See the website for more photos: 

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/little-city-role-play-fun/

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/little-city-role-play-fun/


Harvest Showdown 2025
Pumpkin Patch, Scarecrow Gallery, Competition Winners, Harvest Assembly and food 

donations galore – see a selection of photos below and click here to see more on the school 
website: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/harvest-showdown/

Stanbridge Sports 

Children from Y3 & 4 have participated in football and tag rugby tournaments 
this half term. They demonstrated excellent sportsmanship and an amazing 
ability to support and motivate each other. Thankyou to Mrs Yarnell and Mrs 
Johnson, who have supported these events, but a big shout out to one of our 
parents, Mr Stankard, who led a bespoke coaching session for our tag rugby 
team, giving them lots of confidence and useful feedback before the event.

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/harvest-showdown/


From Tuesday 4th November, the whole school will embark on our annual project week 
to explore the importance of Remembrance. This is underpinned by learning related to 
WW1 and WW2 through art, writing and history.  Y2,3 and 4 will be visiting Bletchley 
Park on Thursday 6th Nov to further extend their learning.

Each year group takes on a different theme and the children’s outcomes will be displayed 
as part of an exhibition on Tuesday 11th November 2.00-3.30pm in the school hall. This 
year, we are asking children to dress up on the exhibition day  - either as an evacuee or  
other WW2 themed clothes – see below for some ideas.

Due to our small hall, we have staggered the exhibition times for parents, carers & family 
members, with flexibility for those of you who have children across classes.  We’d love to 
see you there and you will be able to take your child/ren home after the event.
• Pre-School, Reception, Yr1: anytime between 2.00-2.30pm
• Yr2,3,4: anytime between 2.30-3.15pm
• If you are unable to attend, all children will have the opportunity to visit the exhibition 

in the morning with their class and photos will be shared on the website

‘We Will Remember’ 
Project & Exhibition

Ideas for Remembrance Dress Up Day



Miss Gooding is running the ‘Poetry by Heart’ competition again, for all 
the children who would like to take part.  The theme is Remembrance.

All entries will perform in assembly on Monday 10th November and 
some children will be recorded to share during the ‘We Will Remember’ 
exhibition on Tuesday 11th November.

What you need to do:

▪ Decide if you would like to perform this on your own, with a friend or 
sibling, or even a small group

▪ Choose or create a poem related to Remembrance

▪ Ensure it is the right level for you to read and remember – if the poem 
is too long – choose one or two lines/verses

▪ Practise learning the poem off by heart and then perfect your 
performance – using the following tips to help you:

➢Clarity: Be clear

➢Fluency: Ensure your words flow

➢Feeling: Speak like you mean it

➢Expression: Make your poem sound interesting

▪ If you are struggling to find a poem, Miss Gooding has saved a few to 
the homework page on the website to give you a few ideas, but a 
wide variety of poems can be found using a ‘google’ search.



Staffing Updates
As highlighted in previous correspondence, after 
21 years, our  Family Liaison Officer, the lovely 
Mrs Davies, will be leaving us at the end of 
November. We are busy planning our farewell 
celebrations, but in the meantime we are looking 
to recruit to this post and will keep you updated:

The children may have told you that we had a 
wedding celebration in school this week; Miss Lacy is 
getting married and after half term, she will be known 
as Mrs Lacy-Taylor. Mrs Golby organised a lovely 
assembly where children had to guess the bride or 
bridesmaid – it was fascinating to hear so many 
wedding stories. We wish the Lacy-Taylor family the 
very best.

Poppy Appeal Items & Suggested Donations
Poppies and remembrance items will be on sale the first week back after half 
term; all donations are collected by the Royal British Legion. Suggested 
donations are as follows:

• Paper poppy or sticker – a 
silver coin

• Reflector poppy – 50p
• Ribbon Wristband –£1
• Snap band –£1.50

REMINDER: Bletchley Park Visit Y2,3,4: Thu 6th Nov
Thankyou to all those children who have 

returned their permission slip and payment. If 
you have not done this yet, please do so by 

Tues 4th November, so we can confirm 
numbers and finalise any arrangements.

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/109482/EDV-2025-SLS-46084

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/109482/EDV-2025-SLS-46084


PTFA

Disco – Thu 13th

Fs suits
More books

Forest School & PE Reminders

Forest School Winter Kit
We provide children with waterproof all in one suits, but it is essential that 
children bring additional clothing for warmth in a separate bag:

▪ Wellies or old trainers
▪ Spare socks, as these often get wet
▪ Jogging bottoms
▪ Long sleeved top
▪ Sweater
▪ Hat and gloves

PE Indoor & Outdoor Kit

PE & Forest School are essential parts of our curriculum and it is important that children 
have the right kit so that they are safe and comfortable. Teachers are monitoring 
children without the right kit, as this may mean that they can not take part. At this age, 
children need support to develop their organisational skills and good habits– please 
help them, so that they have everything they need to participate in these sessions fully. 

Indoor PE Kit
White t- shirt, black 
shorts/jogging bottoms, 
trainers or plimsolls

Outdoor PE Kit
White t- shirt, black jogging 
bottoms, black 
hoody/sweater,  trainers

PE Days Forest School

R Thursday Monday

1 Tuesday Friday

2 Monday Friday

3 Monday Thursday

4 Friday Tuesday



Class Point Celebrations
Children work as a team to collect points for their class.  

Totals are shared in our Celebration Assembly every Friday 

and the winning class keep our school mascot ‘Stan’ for the 

week.  Points are tallied and shared at the end of each half 

term. Congratulations to our half term winners Year 2.

Stanbridge Star Winners
These children have been nominated and selected weekly across the half term for a 

variety of reasons. We celebrate their achievements in our weekly Celebration 

Assembly. Congratulations to you all.

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

460 516 757 522 517

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

Theo
Buzz
Leah

Iona
Jasper
Imogen
Kaeda

Noah H
Theo
Nyah
Lily

Archie
Millie
Ava
Teddy
Henry

Kacey
Rudy
Ellie
William
Sam 
Bertie

Winners will receive their postcard over the half term holiday. 

Shhhhhh…don’t tell them until it arrives!

A Postcard from the Headteacher
At the end of each half term, selected children 

receive a postcard from the headteacher in the post 

for upholding the Stanbridge Values; 

Be Kind, Work Hard, Believe in Yourself. 

Well done to this half term’s winners:

(Apologies if we have missed your name, let us know and we will add you next time.)

Beau (YR) Kaeda (Y1) Locan (Y2) Thea (Y3) Charlie (Y4)



Our new

Reading & Maths 

Champions

These children have all received Golden Tickets this half 

term for their pumpkins or scarecrow designs. 

Well done everyone.

PS: George & Axel

YR: Buzz, Olivia, Abigail, Autumn, Fraser

Y1: Alfie B, Imogen, Kaeda, Harry, Alfie R, Jasper

Y2: Lorcan, Nyah, William

Y3: Thea, Sophia, Henry, Archie, Charlotte, Joshua, Willow, James, Ellis

Y4: Ava, Cara, Rudy, Jake, Kacey, Emilia

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

Reading 

Champion
Lily Leo Noah B James Lillie

Maths 

Champion
Yanni Violet Lily Ralph Emilia

This is a new award that will be given half termly to children who have 

showed a significant effort and achievement in reading and maths.  

We would love our champions to wear their badges all the time, so they 

can motivate, support and encourage others in these areas. 

Our champions for this half term are:



PTFA UPDATES
The children had the best time celebrating with their friends at the 
Halloween disco.  Thankyou to the PTFA for all their help with 
organising this event and providing it free of charge. For more photos 
follow the link: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/halloween-disco-2/

Christmas Card & Gift Orders
91 children ordered over £1000 worth of 
Christmas cards and festive gift items, 
raising £300 for the school – thankyou so 
much! 

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/halloween-disco-2/


Parent Questionnaire Results October 2025
1. My child is happy at this school.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

70% 29% 0% 0% 1%

1. My child feels safe at this school.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

77% 21% 1% 0% 1%

1. This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

63% 34% 0% 0% 3%

1. My child has been bullied and the school dealt with the bullying quickly and effectively.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

9% 6% 0% 0% 9%

My child has not been bullied: 76%

1. The school makes me aware of what my child will learn during the year.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

40% 54% 3% 0% 3%

1. When I have raised concerns with the school they have been dealt with properly.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

33% 24% 3% 0% 1%

I have not raised any concerns: 39%

1. (a) Does your child have special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND)?  

Yes 13% No 87%

(b) If yes: My child has SEND and the school gives them the support they need to succeed.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

11% 78% 11% 0% 0%

1. The school has high expectations for my child.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

30% 53% 3% 1% 13%

1. My child does well at this school.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

40% 59% 0% 0% 1%

1. The school lets me know how my child is doing.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

29% 64% 6% 0% 1%

1. There is a good range of subjects available to my child at this school.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

37% 60% 0% 0% 3%

1. My child can take part in clubs and activities at this school.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

40% 56% 1% 0% 3%

1. The school supports my child’s wider personal development.

Strongly agree Agree Disagree Strongly disagree Don’t Know

27% 71% 1% 0% 1%

1. I would recommend this school to another parent. 

Yes: 100% No: 0% Don’t know 0%



Summary of Parent Comments October 2025

What’s working well? What could be better?
School Organisation & Environment 

▪ Communication Improved

▪ Beautiful school, approachable staff, 

nurturing, family feel – friendly & caring

▪ Yearly calendar helps to plan events

▪ Breakfast & After School Club

▪ Visible member of staff on playground

▪ Issues dealt with quickly

▪ Parent Information sessions such as 

phonics

▪ Community Spirit

▪ PTFA Events

Teaching, Learning & Curriculum 

▪ Inclusive setting – lots of mixed year 

interaction

▪ Varied events: Sports, Remembrance, 

Talent Show, project weeks

▪ Happy children and great friendships

▪ More trips in last few years

▪ Good behaviour and rewards; promoting 

good choices and citizenship

▪ Pupils feel valued & parents feel listened to

▪ SEND Support- inclusive

▪ Good teachers – creative and active 

learning Feedback from teacher at end of 

day – keeps parents updated

▪ High expectations, but supportive

▪ Social and emotional support for children

▪ Trust that children are looked after

▪ Friendly, honest and inspiring staff

▪ Extra-curricular, such as forest school

▪ Pushing child to be the best they can be

School Organisation and environments

▪ One channel of communications – an 

effective  Parent App to keep parents 

updated and ensure the important stuff 

doesn’t get missed

▪ Further wraparound care – earlier drop 

off for working parents - more spaces 

at ASC

▪ Parent events outside the working day

Teaching, Learning & Curriculum 

▪ Focused targets to support academic 

progress

▪ Written Homework – less screen time -

more feedback on homework

▪ More chats about progress – longer 

parent evening slots

▪ Broader subjects; music & drama

▪ Co-parents receive same info

▪ Homework with less screen time

▪ More PE & Sports Opps – particularly 

for girls

▪ More theme days, trips and 

experiences

▪ Insight into the classroom

▪ Vegan options on the menu

▪ Monitoring snack and break times to 

ensure children are eating

▪ Higher expectations of individuals

Next Steps:

Thankyou so much for all of your feedback – we are pleased that your children are so happy 

here.  To address some of your feedback, we will:

▪ Introduce and develop the Compass Parent App to streamline communication

▪ Liaise with parent forum to address some of the other areas such as high expectations, 

and knowing how well their child is doing

▪ Continue to seek opportunities for visits and visitors to enrich the curriculum

▪ Continue to increase the amount of sports opps and explore further ways to motivate girls 

in sport



IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government regarding Parent Fines for 

missing school from August 2024:

▪ Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine 

when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.

▪ From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80 

per child/per parent if paid within 21 days, or £160 per child/per parent if 

paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first increase 

since 2012.

▪ For more information: https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-

parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

School Attendance Data

Our target: 97% Our Attendance: 95.4%

Safeguarding Children is Everyone’s Responsibility

▪ Designated Safeguarding Lead: Miss S Gooding – Headteacher

▪ Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs C Golby – Deputy Headteacher

▪ Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs T Davies – Family Liaison Officer

▪ Safeguarding Governor: Mr C Gunning

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Access and 

Referral Hub on 0300 300 8585. All calls are treated in confidence and you need not 

give your details. You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800 5000, 

emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or completing our report abuse online form.  If you 

think a child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following 

staff in school on 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know
tel:0808%20800%205000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/


Diary Dates: Autumn Term 2025
Dates highlighted in red have been added since the last distribution of dates

Autumn Two

Mon 3rd November Teacher Training Day

Tues 4th November Children back to school

Tue 4th- Fri 7th Nov We Will Remember Project Week: Art & History Focus

- Remembrance Poppies on sale this week

Thu 6th Nov Y2,3,4 trip to Bletchley Park

Thu 6th Nov 2-4pm Y3&4 Sports Festival– selected children  

CANCELLED DUE TO Y2,3,4 TRIP

Tue 11th November WW2 Dress Up Day

Tue 11th Nov: 2.00-3.30pm Whole School: We Will Remember Exhibition – all invited

Weds 12th November Anti-Bullying Week – School Council leading Odd Sock Day: children 

invited to wear odd socks to promote anti-bullying

Fri 14th November Children in Need:: Non-Uniform & Bring a teddy to school day - £1.00 

donation

Thu 20th Nov 2.00-4.00pm Y3&4 Sports Hall Athletics – selected children

Thu 20th Nov 2.45-3.30pm Drop In SEND Surgery with Mrs Golby

Tue 2nd December Flu Immunisations

Thu 4th & Fri 5th Dec Winter Wonderland organised by PTFA

Fri 5th Dec Santa Dash & Christmas Jumper Day – donate an item for the class 

Christmas Raffle

Weds 10th Dec Christmas Dinner

Weds 10th Dec 2.30pm Pre School & Reception Nativity

Thu 11th Dec 2.30pm Y1 Nativity

Fri 12th Dec: 9.00am Piano Performance – selected children (INVITE ONLY)

Fri 12th Dec 2.30pm Y2,3,4 Christmas Performance

Wed 17th December Carols & Cakes: Carols on the Playground followed by a Christmas 

Bake Sale: 3.15pm – 3.45pm – parents and carers invited

Thu 18th December Christmas Panto: Aladdin - £3.00 contribution – subsidised by PTFA

Thu 18th December Class Christmas Parties

Fri 19th December Last day of Autumn term: Please note that school will finish at 1.15pm 

for all children and there will be no after school club provision – please 

ensure that you make other arrangements for childcare.

Weds 24th December Community Event: Christingle at St John the Baptist

From Monday 10th November, this will be our main channel of communication 
and we will no longer be using the Teacher to Parents App or text messaging 
service.  Check you email for your log on details and instructions on how to 
download and use the App. You will still be able to email the school directly at 
info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk  or phone us on 01525 210328. 

Don’t forget to download 

our new Parent App. 










