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1. Introduction 

Children only retain half of what they are taught the first time; they need to practise and 

apply the knowledge and skills to various tasks over time to truly learn. Whilst we revisit 

learning in school to support consolidation, additional practice at home is beneficial.  Home 

learning also enables parents and carers to be involved in their child’s learning. 

 

2. Our Aims 

• Ensure parents are clear about what their child is expected to do for home learning 

• Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school 

• To use home learning as a tool to support progress 

• Provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership  

• Encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences. 

• Reinforce work covered in class by providing further opportunities for individual learning, 
especially in Maths and English. 

• Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline needed 

to study independently. 

• To prepare Year 4 pupils for the transfer to middle school. 
 
3. Role of the Class Teacher 

• To plan and explain home learning tasks to children; provide further support for children 

and parents/carers when necessary  

• To ensure home learning is purposeful and appropriate for the age and stage of the child; 
linking directly to the curriculum being taught. 

• To ensure home learning is marked either manually or electronically so children receive 
feedback about their work 

• To monitor the completion of home learning; praise children who regularly complete tasks 
and speak with parents of children who do not 

 

4. Role of Parent/Carers 

• To provide a suitable place and resources for their child to carry out their home learning. 

• To encourage and praise their child when they have completed their home learning. 

• To be actively involved and support their child with home learning activities. 

• To make it clear that they value home learning and they support the school by 

explaining how it can help learning. 
 

5. Role of the Pupil 

• To listen when tasks are shared, so you know what to do 

• To ask your teacher if you are unsure of something 

• To organise resources and materials, so home learning is completed effectively 

• To complete home learning as required and hand in on time 

• To ensure home learning is presented and completed to a good standard  

 

6. Additional Benefits of Home Learning are: 

• Promotes self-discipline 

• Enhances concentration 

• Improves thinking skills 

• Increases memory power 

• Prepares children for the next phase in their education 

• Creates a bridge between learning at school and learning at home 

• Develops independent learning strategies 
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7. Home Learning Activities at Stanbridge 

At Stanbridge, we have chosen to focus on English and Maths for home learning tasks, as 
these are the core skills that we teach daily that require rehearsal and consolidation.   

In addition to this, there will be a half termly whole school competition or project enabling 
children to get involved in other areas of the curriculum – this will be optional.   

Home learning should never be too onerous nor should it ever create stress within the 
pupil’s family.  If parents have any concerns, they should not hesitate to contact the school. 
 
Please find below an outline of what home learning looks like in practice and an overview of 
the expectations of each year group. 
 
7a. Reading Practice 
We believe by far that this is by far the most important aspect of home learning; reading is 
the key to life and can open up many doors for children.  We complete lots of reading 
activities in school, however children need to read at home too.  In an ideal world we would 
like children to read with an adult every day. However, we also know that families are busy, 
so we ask all children to read with an adult at least three time per week, ideally every day. 
 
What does reading at home look like? 
❖ The child reading and adult listening 
❖ Choral Reading – reading together at the same time – tricky, but fun 
❖ Echo reading – you read a line at the child echoes it back to you 
❖ Reading to a child with the child following the words in the book 
 
For confident and competent readers 
❖ Reading alone and explaining what they have read 
❖ Reading alone 
 
All children will take home a reading book (appropriate to their reading level) and a sharing 
book (a book they have chosen from the class or school library). Please note that all reading, 
even ‘reading alone’ requires parents and carers to sign in their child’s reading record. 
Reading Records will be monitored to track reading at home. 
 
7b. Number Facts & Fluency Practice 
In order for children to become proficient mathematicians, they will need a good knowledge 
of basic number facts and times tables. Children will need to recall these facts quickly, as 
well as apply them to problem solving contexts. 
 
The school has purchased the following online applications to support children with this, as 
this type of learning can feel repetitive: 
❖ Numbots is aimed at Reception & Y1 
❖ Times Table Rockstars (TTRS) is aimed at Y2,3,4 
 
We find the visual, interactive and fun approach motivates and supports children well with 
their practice.  Log in details are given to children at the start of YR for Numbots and in Y2 
for TTRS.  Please contact the school office if you need support with this. 
 
7c. English Task 
English is taught daily through reading including: phonics, fluency and comprehension; and 
through writing including spelling and handwriting. Each year group has an English task 
appropriate to their age and stage of development each week: 
❖ Reception: Phonics 
❖ Y1: Phonics and Writing 
❖ Y2,3,4: Doodle Learning task set 
 



4 

 

7d. Maths Task 
Children have daily maths sessions in school; teachers are continuously revisiting prior 
learning to ensure children can remember what they have learnt, but also bridging towards 
new learning.  Home learning provides an opportunity for children to rehearse and apply new 
maths skills. Y1-4 have a weekly maths task appropriate to their age and stage of 
development: 
❖ Reception: no separate maths task, but Numbots application available online to develop 

number facts and fluency. 
❖ Y1: Maths in home learning book, as well as the opportunity to develop number facts and 

fluency using the Numbots application 
❖ Y2,3,4: Doodle Learning Task set 
 

8. Overview of Home Learning Expectations 
 

 Reading Number & Times 

Table 

English Maths 

R 

 

 

Reading with an 

adult at least 3 x 

weekly, ideally daily. 

Optional Numbots 

Practice online: daily 

for 3-5 minutes 

Phonics Activity 

in home 

learning book  

N/A 

1 

 

 

Reading with an 

adult at least 3 x 

weekly, ideally daily. 

Optional Numbots 

Practice online: daily 

for 3-5 minutes 

Phonics Activity 

in home 

learning book 

Maths activity in 

home learning 

book 
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Reading with an 

adult at least 3 x 

weekly, ideally daily. 

Optional Times Table 

Rock Stars Practice 

online until Spring 

term, then expected: 

3-5 minutes daily 

Doodle 

Learning task 

online 1  x 

weekly 

Doodle Learning 

task online 1 x 

weekly 
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Reading with an 

adult at least 3 x 

weekly, ideally daily. 

Times Table Rock 

Stars Practice online: 

daily for 3-5 minutes 

Doodle 

Learning task 

online 1  x 

weekly 

Doodle Learning 

task online 1 x 

weekly 
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Reading with an 

adult at least 3 x 

weekly, ideally daily. 

Times Table Rock 

Stars Practice online: 

daily for 3-5 minutes 

Doodle 

Learning task 

online 1  x 

weekly 

Doodle Learning 

task online 1 x 

weekly 

 

9. Whole School Home Learning 
For children, who enjoy being more creative, the school will set half-termly competitions or 
projects so that children can apply a variety of skills.  This will be optional. 
 
 
 


