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Individual & Sibling
Thu 9t October

UNIFORM

Be Smart & Be Proud
Thankyou to all those children who are
wearing the correct school uniform; this is
an important part of the Stanbridge identity.

PE kits must also be in school on PE days;
we are happy for children to leave kits in
school if this helps.

Forest School Kits must be brought on your
child’s relevant day, otherwise your child will
not be able to fully participate. PE & Forest
School days can be found on the next page.

Parent
Workshops

Thankyou to those of you who were able to
support the parent information sessions over
the last few weeks. If you were unable to
attend, please visit your child’s class page
to see the slides — this is under the learning
tab on our website. If you have any
questions about your child’s curriculum,
please speak with your child’s teacher.

A note from the Headteacher

Dear Parents & Carers,

We have been back at school for four and a half
weeks now and we do not waste any time. As well as
our normal learning, we have squeezed in a village
fete, the first Stanbridge Colour Run, a Y3/4 football
tournament, a birds of prey presentation, a poetry
performance and our youngest children will be
enjoying ‘Little City’ on Monday.

We are committed to providing a rich, diverse and
engaging curriculum inside and outside the classroom.
We love coming together as a school community and
want our children to have a sense of belonging first -
giving them the confidence and security to be the best
they can be in all areas of their lives.

| am often popping into classrooms, but it was joyful to
complete a learning walk a few weeks ago looking at
learning behaviours. The children at Stanbridge
demonstrate good interactions with adults and peers,
ask and answer questions, are keen to do well and ask
if they are unsure — learning was calm and purposeful.
Something we can do better is to explain our thinking
more clearly using the correct vocabulary.

Of course there is more to come over the next few
weeks and | look forward to seeing you all at our
Parent Consultation in a few week’s time, and
hopefully at our Harvest Festival the last week of this
half term.

Thankyou, thankyou, thankyou for always supporting
the school — your kindness, generosity and
engagement in school life is very much appreciated.

Kind regards, 2 3

Miss Gooding
Headteacher




Staffing Updates

Mrs Loi is still recovering from a car accident last term; she is making steady

progress, but she is not able to return to work just yet. In her absence, we have

appointed 2 temporary LSAs, who have been volunteering at the school. They have ﬁ AN

already made a significant difference to the children they are supporting in Y1 & Y2. ‘ h..,

A big Stanbridge welcome to: Mrs Hardwick & Mrs Eichenberger

T%%J)% We would also like to send our congratulations to Mrs Brewer and her family, who

/\J ‘\j welcomed a new baby boy in the summer — many of you will have seen her on the
R’bu@w;! playground with her new bundle. We wish her a happy maternity leave.

Finally, a special mention to Mrs Prior, who has volunteered at the school for many
years. She is taking a break from volunteering, but we have told her that she is
welcome back at Stanbridge at any time. Thankyou for your time, kindness and
patience — we will miss you.

- PE Days Forest School

Thursday Monday

Tuesday Friday

Monday Friday
Monday Thursday
Friday Tuesday

Stanbridge Pupil Voice

Thankyou to all the children who applied this year — the children’s valuable leadership, input
and sense of responsibility will support the school’s development.

\Z Prefects Y3 Play Leaders | School Council

Rio Y1 Louie
Cara Skylar Y1 Nola
Emilia Teddy Y2 Lejla
Jake Max Y2 Noah H
Janna Ellis Y3 Ava
Kacey Willow Y3 Rio
Lillie Ava Y4 Kacey
Penny Frankie Y4 Penny

Yolanda Louis




PTEA Colour Run

We went 'Colour Run Crazy' at Stanbridge to raise
money for some new play equipment for our field.
Our children were bursting with enthusiasm, our
parents were so supportive and our staff were full
of pride. Thankyou to our PTFA who worked so
hard to make this event the best ever and to Peter
Bellingham Specialist Services Ltd Who

sponsored the event.

' We raised over £2737.91 from your

sponsorship, as well as a one off donation
of £1500 from the Olive Tree in
Berkhamsted. This will definitely help to
replace some of the equipment that was

- condemned over the summer. Follow the
~ link for more photos, including some
i professional ones from one of our parents,

Mr Gommon, who kindly offered to take

-| some special ones for us on the day:

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/our-amazing-

colour-run/ & for Mr Gommon’s wonderful

photos: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/mr-
gommons-amazing-colour-run-photos/



https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/our-amazing-colour-run/
https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/mr-gommons-amazing-colour-run-photos/

BIRDS OF POETRY
We celebrated National Poetry day with a magnificent Birds of Prey demonstration where

we saw a variety of birds, including a barn owl, swoop around our hall and above our
heads. We used this experience as a stimulus for our own performance poetry.



https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/birds-of-poetry/

Join us for Harvest Festival on Tues 215 October

We will be presenting our Whole School Harvest Festival at the times below.
Where possible, please come during one of the times allocated for your child’s
class — the performance will be the same for each audience.
= 9.15-9.45am (PS, YR & Y1)

= 2.45-3.15pm (Y2, Y3 & Y4)

Harvest Competition: Pumpkin Patch & Scarecrow Gallery
Children have the option to enter one or both competitions.

Pumpkin Patch

Design, carve or decorate a

pumpkin for Harvest. Ensure ‘

your pumpkin is named and left “

on the front patch of grass for all - - r {
to see by Fri 17th October. A

Scarecrow Gallery
Design and make your own
scarecrow; any size using any
materials — be creative! All
entries to be left in the library
by Fri 17t October; we hope
to showcase these during our
Harvest assembly.

Harvest Donations

Harvest is a time for sharing, so we will be supporting the Leighton
Linslade Helpers Foodbank. We are asking for each child to
donate a food item from the following list: Tinned Meat and Fish,
Pasta Sauce, Tea, Coffee, Long life milk, Juices, Snack
Noodles. Please bring your donation into school the week
beginning 13t October. Thankyou.




-/ SAVE THE DATE & %
S ,/3)‘\
Ha"’oweeh oDiSCO Christmas Card Designs

PTFA would like to thank all of those

Thu 23" Oct 3.30-5.00pm families who have ordered
Hosted by the PTFA — more info Christmas Cards or other items
coming soon designed by the children.

Would you like to join our Parent Forum?

y Mrs Davies meets with the Parent Forum each term
‘ T to discuss areas of school development. It's a
m..,-',._;;’ positive and constructive way for parent and carers
» g q o
- P, EN-i , to share their views and for school to consider
F U M making improvements for the benefit of the children.

Next Meeting: Thu 23" October 2.30-3.30pm

Courteous & Safe Parking

~ Please be mindful of our neighbours when picking up and dropping off
|| atthe school. Park considerately and not across driveways, as well as
turning the engine off to avoid unnecessary fumes.

Please also avoid parking in the allocated bus parking. This is for
Keep the zig-zags clear buses or those with a blue disabled badge only. Thankyou for your
— no excuses! support with this.

Safeqguarding Children is Everyone’s Responsibility

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following
staff in school on 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:

= Designated Safeguarding Lead: Miss S Gooding — Headteacher

A
y. = Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs C Golby — Deputy Headteacher
: : : » Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs T Davies — Family Liaison Officer
| If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Access and

Referral Hub on 0300 300 8585. All calls are treated in confidence and you need not
give your details. You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800 5000,
emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or completing our report abuse online form. If you
think a child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.



tel:0808%20800%205000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/

Between
7 and 19 days
absence per year

90% - 96%
VERY GOOD POOR

THIS IS YOUR
TARGET ATTENDANCE

Attendance Data

Be an

Attendance

IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government h’E’]&(o

regarding Parent Fines for missing school from :
M/ Hore

August 2024
« Everyday

» Under the new national framework, all schools
will be required to consider a fine when a child
« Ready
°
 On time

has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for
unauthorised reasons.

»= From August 2024, the fine for school absences
across the country will be £80 if paid within 21
days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate
is in line with inflation and is the first increase
since 2012.

* In the case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second fine for the same
child within any three-year period, this will be charged at the higher rate of £160.

= Fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once
this limit has been reached, other action like a parenting order or prosecution
will be considered.

» |f you're prosecuted and attend court because your child hasn’t been attending
school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500.

= For more information, please follow the link:
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-
children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know



https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

viary vaties: Autumn iferm <cu<co

Dates highlighted in red have been added since the initial distribution of the dates

Autumn One: Upcoming Dates for this term

Mon 6t October

Little City Role Play Event for PS, YR, Y1

Thu 9t October

School Photos: Individual & Sibling Photos

Thu 9t October

Y3 & Y4 Rugby Tournament

Mon 13t October

Harvest Showdown Project: Geography, DT & Art Focus

Mon 13th Oct: 3.45-5.00

YR-4 Parent Consultations; face to face meetings in school

Weds 15t Oct: 5.00-7.00

YR-4 Parent Consultations; face to face meetings in school

Fri 17t October

Deadline for Pumpkin Patch & Scarecrow Designs Competition — more info to
follow

Tue 21st October

Harvest Assembly:
- 9.15-9.45: PS, YR & Y1 Parents & Carers Invited
- 2.45-3.15: Y2,3,4 Parents & Carers Invited

Thu 23 Oct 1.00-4.00pm

Y1 & Y2 Run 4 Fun — 12 children selected

Thu 23" October

PTFA Halloween Disco

Thu 23" October 2.30pm

Parent Forum

Fri 24t October

Last day of half term

Autumn Two

Mon 3rd November

Teacher Training Day

Tues 4th November

Children back to school

Tue 4t- Fri 7th Nov

We Will Remember Project Week: Art & History Focus
- Remembrance Poppies on sale this week

Thu 6" Nov 2-4pm

Y3&4 Sports Festival- selected children

Tue 11t Nov: 2.00-
3.30pm

Whole School: We Will Remember Exhibition — all invited

Weds 12th November

Anti-Bullying Week — School Council leading Odd Sock Day: children invited to
wear odd socks to promote anti-bullying

Fri 14th November

Children in Need:: Non-Uniform & Bring a teddy to school day - £1.00 donation

Thu 20t Nov 2.00-4.00pm

Y3&4 Sports Hall Athletics — selected children

Thu 20" Nov 2.45-3.30pm

Drop In SEND Surgery with Mrs Golby

Tue 2" December

Flu Immunisations

4th & 5t Dec Winter Wonderland organised by PTFA
Fri 61" Dec Santa Dash & Christmas Jumper Day
TBC Christmas Dinner

Weds 10t Dec 2.30pm

Pre School & Reception Nativity

Thu 11" Dec 2.30pm

Y1 Nativity

Fri 12t Dec 2.30pm

Y2,3,4 Christmas Performance

Wed 17t December

Carols & Cakes: Carols on the Playground followed by a Christmas Bake
Sale: 3.15pm — 3.45pm — parents and carers invited

Thu 18th December

Christmas Panto: Aladdin

Thu 18th December

Christmas Parties

Fri 19th December

Last day of Autumn term: Please note that school will finish at 1.15pm for all
children on the last day of term and there will be no after school club provision
— please ensure that you make other arrangements for childcare.

Weds 24t December

Community Event: Christingle at St John the Baptist




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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' /“"MANAGING STRESS, -

According to recent studies, over 60% of young people report feeling regularly overwhelmed - with stress

|mpactlng their learning, emotional wellbeing and social connections. If left unaddressed, stress can lead to more -
serious concerns such as anxiety, depression or disengagement. This guide offers ten practical, evidence-based

strategies to help children and young people recognise, manage and recover from stress in healthy ways.
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¢ SETDIGITAL .@(

BOUNDARIES

Excessive screen time, especially before bed or
on social mediq, is linked with higher stress
levels. Set clear expectations for when and
where devices can be used and suggest
screen-free alternatives like crafts, nature

_ walks, or board games to promote digital

" balance and reduce overstimulation.

- NURTURE SOCIAL
CONNECTIONS

Strong relationships act as a buffer against
stress. Whether it's a trusted adult, a sibling, ora
good friend, ensure children have people
around them they can talk to and spend quality
time with. Help them build those bonds through
shared activities and meaningful interaction.
T
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MAKE MOVEMENT | - g PROGRESS OVER ¥
. PART OF THE DAV oy .3 \ | ' PERFECTION Cm [

Physical activity can drumatlcully reduce stress Set realistic goals and praise effort, not just

~ hormones while improving mood and focus. outcomes. When children feel pressured to be
Encourage movement through activities perfect, stress naturally f; C small
children genuinely enjoy - from team sports to wins and help them reframe setbacks as
dancing around the kitchen. Even light activity learning opportunities, This helps build
like stretching or walking the dog can help us all confidence and reduces the fear of failure.
unwind.

g SPOTTHE
SUBTLE SIGNS

Look out for changes in mood, behaviour,

or energy levels, such as irritability, withdrawal,
clinginess, or frequent headaches. These may
indicate that a child is feeling overwhelmed. By
tuning into these cues early and offering a calm,
non-judgemental space to talk, adults can help
children feel heard and supported before issues
escalate.

- ——

KEEP CONVERSATIONS
FLOWING

Make time for open, informal

check-ins — whether it’s during car
journeys, over dinner, or in quiet classroom
moments. Let children know it's okay to talk
about what's bothering them. Regular,
low-pressure conversations create a safe space
where emotions are validated, not dismissed.

2
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V 4 SUPPORT HEALTHY 22,

SLEEP PATTERNS

Poor sleep makes stress harder to

w g 1a g evening routine
that avoids screens before bedtime and
promotes winding down, such as reading,
listening to music, or chatting quietly. Good
sleep hygiene helps reset mood, enhances
concentration, and boosts emotional resilience.

AN

g PRACTISE
MINDFULNESS ¢

Mindfulness doesn’t have to mean

long periods of meditation. A few slow breaths

before lessons or short family meditation

sessions before bed can make a real difference.

These simple habits help children ground

themselves, reduce emotional reactivity, and
build inner calm over time.

T

o TEACH EVE RYDAY
PROBLEM-SOLVING

" Use real-life scenarios to build resilience.
AN Encourage children to identify problems,
Fa N .‘ 1 2 v, e
consider and aplan
3 *d of action. Pmctlslng these steps builds a sense
of control and reduces the helplessness that
often accompanies stress.

BE THE MODEL
THEY NEED

Children notice how aduilts respond to
challenges. Model healthy coping strategies ST
such as taking breaks, asking for help,orcalmly = ~
expressing frustration, By showing how you “
munuge stress constructively, you help

these behavi and encourage
chlldren to do the same.

L
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Meet Our Expert é > The

Anna Bateman is Director of Halcyon Education Ltd, Director for Wellbeing N . l
and Family Services at Leigh Trust, and lead expert for mental health at The [~ C.ltlona

National College. Anna specialises in strategic mental heaith solutions for / sday CO"eg w

schools, supporting educators and families to improve resilience, emotional
literacy, and overall wellbeing for children across the UK.

oA Al I "-“‘?*im-- A

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwithenationalcollege @wake.upwednesday ¢} @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 03.09.2025




Was your child born between
1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022?

They will start school in September 2026, so you
need to apply for a school place by 15 January 2026.

L) Apply online at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk /admissions

You can ako compiete 3 paper application form which s avalable from your local school
or by contacting School Admissions { ) admissions@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk () 0300 300 8037



