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Dear Parent & Carers,

RE: Welcome Back Letter & Diary Dates 2025-26

Welcome back to another new school year. Despite the rainy start, the children have come into school happy and excited to
share their summer stories this week. It is clear that they have enjoyed many different experiences over the holidays and
have returned refreshed and ready to learn.

A great big ‘Stanbridge Welcome’ to all of our new children and families; your children have settled very well and have made
an excellent start to their learning journey here. Please do come and say ‘hello’ and feel free to ask if you have any queries;
it can be daunting for parents as well as children!

| have included some general information below; diary dates and information regarding parental engagement sessions will
follow this message. Please ask at the office if you require any further information.

Communication at Stanbridge and Text Messaging for Parents
In the morning any messages for teachers can be passed to Mrs Davies on the playground, who will pass them to the
teacher. The office is now open from 8.45am, so any payments or other enquiries can be made via the office.

Teachers dismiss at the end of the day, so if you have a quick query, liaise with the teacher at this time; if you have a more
complex query, contact the office to arrange a telephone consultation or a meeting in school at a mutually agreeable time. If
you need to speak with the headteacher, contact the office to make an appointment.

Text messaging is used to send out information or links to updates and letters on our website, including our newsletter.
Please ensure we have up to date contact details for your child and complete the form at the end of this letter with any
changes, so you don’t miss out.

We have a Facebook page; this is mainly used to showcase the school and share quick updates with parents. We do not
use Facebook for personal communication and would ask that you use the school email or contact number if you have a
personal query.

School Uniform

It has been lovely to see our children looking so smart in their new uniforms. | know there has been some issues with
delivery, so please don’t worry if your child does not have a jumper or cardigan with a logo yet. Hopefully over the next few
weeks, this will resolve itself. If you do continue to have any issues with uniform, please do get in contact. Our uniform
policy is available on the website and all items MUST be named.

As a school, we discourage children from bringing oversized backpacks and encourage the use of a book bag with
drawstring bag for PE. This is mainly due to storage. We also ask that children leave personal stationery at home; we
will provide them with any resources they need in school to avoid losing special items.



Please find below a reminder of school uniform, PE Kit and Forest School Clothes:

Winter Uniform Summer Uniform
e Grey trousers: knee length or long As winter uniform and/or
e Grey pinafore or skirt (knee length) e Summer dress/playsuit — blue/white gingham (knee
e Pale blue or white polo shirt (logo optional) length)
e Navy blue jumper or cardigan with school logo e Black or white cycling shorts under summer dresses if
e Socks or tights - white, grey, navy, black preferred
e Sturdy black shoes — no boots or heavy shoes due e Sensible enclosed white/black sandals with a back &
to health and safety socks
e Sun hats/caps with a wide brim
PE Kit

e Black shorts
e White t-shirt
e White or black trainers
e Winter: Warm tracksuit bottoms/zipped hoody (Black)
e A drawstring bag in which to store the PE uniform on the child’s peg.

Forest School Clothes

Autumn/Winter Spring/Summer

e Layers: long sleeved top and sweater e Thin long-sleeved top
e Thick jogging suit bottoms — no jeans e Thin jogging suit bottoms (old pyjamas are ideal)
e Wellies and spare socks every week e Wellies and spare socks every week
e Warm hat and gloves e Sun hat
We provide children with waterproof all in one suits, but it is essential that children bring additional clothing for warmth
in a separate bag, so they can access the Forest School fully.

Curriculum Updates

We have been reviewing our curriculum to ensure that it is exciting and meets the needs of our children. Information about
your child’s curriculum learning will be sent home on Monday 8™ September. This will provide an overview of topics and
learning for you to support them with.

All PE and Forest School Sessions will begin week beginning 8" September, so please ensure your child has the correct kit
in school. If a child does not have the right clothes, they will not be able to participate due to health and safety reasons.
Your child’s PE & Forest School Sessions are as follows:

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
PE Thursday Tuesday Monday Monday Friday
Forest School | Monday Friday Friday Thursday Tuesday
Please note: we ask that Reception children come dressed in their Forest School clothes on Mondays.

Reading books for year groups will be sent home as follows — try to read with your child three times a week, ideally daily:
- Y3 & 4 reading books have gone home this week

- Y1 & 2 reading books will go home on Fri 12t Sept — following their weekly reads in class with the same book

- YR reading books will be sent home following the Phonic Information session on Wed 17t September

Homework will formally re-start wk bg 16" September to allow time to amend details on the learning platforms we use for
homework.

Attendance & Punctuality
It is important that your child is in school every day unless they are unwell, in which case you should notify the office on your
child’s first day of absence. If we do not hear from you, Mrs Davies will contact you as part of our safeguarding procedures.

I would like to take the opportunity to remind parents that no holidays can be authorised in term time. If there
are circumstances where you need to take your children out of school for exceptional reasons, you will need to
complete a leave request and a decision will be made to authorise or not. If your child’s absence is not
authorised, this may lead to a fine. The form is available to download on the school website and must be
submitted to the Head Teacher for approval.



Thankyou to all of our families for being punctual this week; the school gates/doors will open at 8.45am and
close at 8.55am. If your child arrives after this time, they will need to report to the office and will be marked late.
Please be on time, so that your child starts the day smoothly.

Parent Information Sessions

We will be delivering some parent information sessions this half term; these are a good opportunity for you to
find out how to best support your child at home. Please check the Parental Engagement overview following this
letter if you are interested in attending.

Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA)

All Reception children will take part in this assessment across September. If you would like more information
about the RBA, please speak to Mrs Golby or visit: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-
baseline-assessment-information-for-parents

Harvest Festival — Tues 21 October 2025
You are invited to our Harvest Festival. Children are asked to donate at least one item of food (tins, cans and
packets) which we will then donate to the Leighton Buzzard Helpers Food Bank. There will be 2 performances;
please try to attend the performance allocated below, as we have limited space in our hall. However, if you have
children in more than one year group, please choose a performance that suits you. Times are as follows:

e 0.15-9.45 (PS, YR & Y1 Parents & Carers)

o 2.45-3.15 (Y2,3,4 Parents & Carers)

Parking Outside of School

We continue in our endeavour to encourage all parents to park courteously and safely outside the school. We
particularly ask that you avoid parking across driveways, on the corner of Orchard Way or on the zig-zag lines.
Please report all persistent offenders to the School Office as we pass on details of this to the Community Police
Officer. Thank you to those parents who do park considerately.

| look forward to seeing you at some of the events this term. Don’t forget the Stanbridge Fair taking place this
Saturday at 12pm — our wonderful PTFA are hosting some of the stalls to raise money for the school. | look
forward to seeing some of you there.

Kind regards,

Miss S Gooding
Headteacher

Please return the following slip if you need to update your contact details:

Teachers 2 Parents — Text Messaging Service

NaME Of Child: ..o e, ClasS: oo

My mobile/home telephone/emergency telephone number has changed to: ...,

My email Nas Changed 10: ... ... e e


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents

