
Newsletter 7: Mon 17th February 2025

A note from the Headteacher
Dear Parents & Carers,
It is hard to believe that we are already half way through the academic 
year….school life is so busy, but we continue to work together to ensure every 
child feels a sense of pride in their achievements – this is actually the greatest 
reward and a wonderful motivator!

You will see from this newsletter that there continues to be a wide variety of 
curriculum events which always builds excitement within the school community. 
We have recently celebrated Mrs Patterson’s special birthday, supported the 
NSPCC Number Day, visited the MK Gallery and had the best time at the Happy 
Hearts Disco.  This is without mentioning the fabulous learning in classrooms. 

In addition to this, three school governors joined me on a learning walk this half 
term; we visited all classrooms to see a mix of Phonics and Maths.  They noted 
that children’s conduct and learning behaviours were very good, meaning very 
little learning time is wasted. There was consistency between classrooms, 
enabling children to build on prior learning and children with a high level of SEND 
were well supported.  We agreed that on occasion, teaching needs to be adapted 
further to ensure that children working at a higher level are challenged and 
reaching their potential.

The governors also met with our school council who spoke about some of the 
projects they had been working on and how they keep themselves safe in school. 
Governors were impressed with the children’s confidence and knowledge.  It is 
essential that governors have an accurate picture of what is happening in the 
school, so they can support school improvement; it was lovely to welcome them 
into school and we appreciate them spending time in classrooms – thankyou.

After half term, we have many more events to look forward to including Symbols 
of Faith Week, World Book Day, Science Day and of course the great Stanbridge 
Bake Off – this year, there is a new ‘Class’ category – each class will be asked to 
design, make and submit an entry. 

Before I sign off, I must thank our PTFA again for such a fabulous end of term 
disco.  The children LOVED it and I found it difficult to tear myself away, as they 
truly enjoyed dancing, singing and being with their friends. Mrs Loi, Ms Grace and 
Mrs White deserve additional praise for agreeing to be mummified in toilet 
paper! Thankyou to parents and carers for supporting this event. Have a lovely 
break with your families and we look forward to seeing you back in school on 
Tuesday 25th February. 
Kind regards,

Miss Gooding
Headteacher

SAVE THE DATE

Parent Consultation 

Reception –Yr4

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
discuss your child’s progress & well 

being in school. Appointment 
letters will be sent after half term.

Mon 24th Mar 3.45-5.00pm
Weds 26th Mar 5.00-7.00pm

Stanbridge Smart 
Children are expected to wear full 

school uniform every day – this 
includes a jumper/cardigan with 
the Stanbridge logo and sensible, 
black school shoes.  The majority 
of our children are super smart 

and wear their uniform with pride 
- if you need support with school 
uniform, please speak with Mrs 

Davies.



Year 1 & 2 Gallery Trip
Children explored a wide variety of paintings by 
artist Vanessa Bell and created some of their 
own pieces in a practical workshop.  Thankyou to 
Mrs Llewelyn for inspiring our children and staff 
with such a great trip. For more photos, go to our 
website: stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/yr1-2-mk-
gallery-trip/

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/yr1-2-mk-gallery-trip/








Stanbridge World Book Day
World Book day will take place on Thursday 6th March and as 

always, we are inviting staff and children to dress up as their 

favourite book character.  Children will be invited to participate 

in a variety of book related activities throughout the day

including a special world book day assembly and a character scavenger hunt 

around school.  We are not asking for donations this year, as we know many of 

you will have purchased books at the Book Fair on Fri 28th Feb and the school 

receives commission on any books purchased.

Alongside our school based activities, we are also running a whole school 

competition. We are asking children to create their own óStory Mobileô as

shown in some of the pictures here.  Design and make 

characters, objects, settings, key phrases or words 

from your favourite story and hang from a coat hangar 

or sticks.  The best entries will be selected to hang in 

our library, so get your creative thinking caps on!!

Animal Illustrator visits Stanbridge

A big thankyou to Mrs Greenacre for organising a 
special assembly for our children with Nicky 
Caplan, who is an amazing animal illustrator.  Nicky 
spent some time sharing her experiences with the 
children, as well as modelling and showcasing 
some of her talents.  The children were very
impressed and inspired. Thankyou to both Nicky 
and Sheila.  We hope to see Nicky again soon.





A few more curriculum highlights……
Y3 fossil designs & Y4 cam mechanisms



A Postcard from the Headteacher

Class Point Celebrations
Well done to all of our classes and special congratulations to our 

end of term winners, Year 2.  

The school mascot, Stan is proud of you!

Stanbridge Star Winners this half term

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

389 493 547 359 251

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

Imogen

Alfie B

Alfie R

Harry

Kaeda

Nyah

Morley

Helen

Theo

Eva

Charlotte

Thea

Willow

Dulcie

Janna

William

Johnny

Rudy

Louie

Marta

Charlie

Freddie

Olivia

Tommy

Billy

The winners for this half term will receive their postcard over 

the holidays.  Will you be a lucky winner?

These children have all received Golden Tickets this 

half term for óDress Up for Digitsô. Well done everyone.

Autumn, Lydia (PS), Harry, Toby (YR), Lily, Sean, 
Theo (Y1), Willow, Archie, James, Wynton (Y2), 

Penny (Y3), Charlie, Olivia, Freddie, Billy (Y4)

At the end of each half term, selected children receive a postcard from the 

headteacher in the post for upholding the Stanbridge Values; 

Be Kind, Work Hard, Believe in Yourself. 

These children are invited for a special treat with the 

Headteacher.  Well done to the winners from last half term 

who have already received their reward: YR: Charlene, 

Y1: Lily , Y2: Caleb, Y3: Jake, Y4: Florence 

(Apologies if we have missed your name, let us know and we will add you next time.)



This is a whole school, cross curricular project week where each year group will explore and learn 

about a different faith in line with their curriculum.  We will launch the week with a special assembly 

and then children will develop their skills and knowledge across RE, design and technology, reading, 

writing and PSHE.  The year groups themes are as follows:

Year 2 & 3 will be visiting the local church and the week will finish with a class exhibition on Friday 

28th Feb between 1.30-3.30pm. You will be able to collect your children after you have visited the 

exhibition.  The Book Fair will also be open if you would like to purchase any books. We look forward 

to seeing you there.

Symbols of Faith Week 
Tues 25 th ïFri 28 th February 

Pre-School & Reception: 
The Natural World

Y1: Judaism - Celebrations and 
Worship for the Jewish community

Y2: Christianity – Celebrations and Worship 
for the Christian community

Y3: Christianity – The Holy 
Trinity & Easter

Y4: Islam – Festivals and worship 
for the Muslim community

Whole School British Values: mutual respect 
and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs

Parent Forum Update

Mrs Davies runs our Parent Forum termly to give parents an opportunity to discuss arising 

matters and share parental perspectives.  The views of this group are extremely useful and can 

be taken into consideration when making changes to improve school provision.  Thankyou to 

those parents who attend regularly ïwe really do appreciate it.

This term, there was lots of discussion about the school curriculum which is currently under 

review ïwe agreed with many of the opinions shared and will be considering them when 

making changes for next year. The minutes of all the meetings so far this year can be found on 

our website: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/our-school/stanbridge-parent-forum

The next meeting is due to take place on Thu 12th June at 2.30pm. Please speak to Mrs 

Davies if you are interested in attending.

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/our-school/stanbridge-parent-forum


PTFA ‘Happy Hearts’ Disco
More photos on our website: 

stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/happy-hearts-disco-ptfa/

Thank You 

PTFA!

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/happy-hearts-disco-ptfa/


Diary Dates: Spring 2025
Any new or amended dates in red

Spring Two
Mon 24th Feb Training Day for staff only

Tue 25th Feb Children return to school

Tue 25thïFri 28th Feb Symbols of Faith Project Week

Thu 27th Feb 1.00-3.30 Y2 & 3 local visit to St JohnôsChurch in Stanbridge

Fri 28th Feb 1.30-3.30pm Symbols of Faith Class Exhibitions ïParents invited

Fri 28th Feb 1.30-3.30pm Book Fair open for all year groups

Thu 6th March World Book Day ïcharacter dress Up optional

Fri 7th March YR Heights, Weights & Dental Talk

Thu 13th March Whole School Science Day

Thu 20th March Re-scheduled SEND Drop In with school SENDCo, Mrs Golby

Mon 24th March Parent Consultation Appointments 3.45-5.00pm                                                                                    

Wed 26th March Parent Consultation Appointments 5.00-7.00pm                                                                                    

Wk Bg 24.03.25 PTFA Mothers Day Shop ïmore info to follow

Wed 2nd April Great Stanbridge Bake Off Competition ïentries in by 9.30am

Wed 2nd April 3.15pm Spring Sing Along on the Playground & Bake Off Sale

Wed 2nd April Last swimming day for Y3 & 4 who have been attending

Fri 4th April Last day of Spring term: 

Please note that school will finish at 1.15pm for all children on 

the last day of term; there will be no after school club provision ï

please ensure that you make other arrangements for childcare.

Let’s Celebrate……
Happy Birthday Mrs Patterson

No doubt the children shared with you that last Monday, 
we celebrated a very special 70th Birthday with our 
lovely Mrs Patterson.  Those of you who know Mrs 
Patterson will know that she has worked at Stanbridge 
for over 25years and does not stop!  She is an extremely 
valuable member of staff, who works extremely hard to 
ensure the best outcomes for the Stanbridge children 
and families.  

We treated her to a special lunch followed by an 
assembly with a few games, some singing, dancing and a 
special poem.  Thankyou to all the children, staff and 
volunteers who made this day very special for her.



IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government regarding Parent Fines for 

missing school from August 2024:

 Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine 

when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.

 From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80 if 

paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with 

inflation and is the first increase since 2012.

 For more information, please follow the link: 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-

out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

School Attendance Data

Our target: 97% Our Attendance: 93.4%

Safeguarding Children is Everyoneõs Responsibility

 Designated Safeguarding Lead:Miss S Gooding ïHeadteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead:Mrs C Golby ïDeputy Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs T Davies ïFamily Liaison Officer

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Access and 

Referral Hub on 0300 300 8585. All calls are treated in confidence and you need not 

give your details.You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline bycalling 0808 800 5000, 

emailinghelp@NSPCC.org.ukorcompleting our report abuse online form.  If you 

think a child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following 

staff in schoolon 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know
tel:0808 800 5000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/



