
Newsletter 5: Fri 20th Dec 2024

A note from the Head

Dear Parents & Carers,

We have had a fabulous few weeks in school; Winter Wonderland, 
Christmas Jumpers, Santa Dash, Festive Piano Recitals, Performances, 
Panto, Raffles, Crafts, Singing, Parties…….it’s been a wonderful time of  
year and we have had lots to celebrate!

I have shared a snapshot of our festive activities later in the 
newsletter with some more photos on the website.  Thankyou so 
much to all the children, staff and families for supporting these events 
whole heatedly. 

Amongst the festive celebrations, teachers have also been assessing 
children’s achievement and progress this term.  Children and staff are 
working hard to ensure all children achieve as well as they can, but we 
can’t do this without your support.  I can not emphasise enough how 
important phonics and reading is. Reading in school is not enough; 
please do all you can to encourage your child to enjoy books over the 
holidays – sharing books with grown ups is just as important!

The next parents evening is in March, but in the meantime if you have 
any concerns about your child’s progress, make an appointment to 
speak with your child’s teacher. Similarly, if your child’s teacher has 
any concerns, they will speak with you in the new year.

In January, we will welcome Mrs Yarnell as our new Year 3 teacher.  
She has met the children and is excited to start at Stanbridge. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Probert who has taught this 
class during the autumn term, maintaining high standards and 
consistency.  She has done an amazing job.

Wishing our families, staff, volunteers and governors a very Merry 
Christmas. We look forward to seeing the children back on Tuesday 
7th January 2025.  

Kind regards, 
Miss Gooding (Headteacher)

100% Attendance 

Winners
Autumn 2024

Congratulations to children 

who have been in school 

every day during the autumn 

term, we are so proud of you. 

We celebrated with extra 

playtime and a cookie:

Reception: 

George B & Iona 

Year One: 

Joseph B, Theo, Dalina, 

Terry, Huntleigh, Morley, 

Urias

Year Two: 

Lilly, Frankie, James, 

Charlotte, Rose, Willow, 

Archie, Wynton

Year Three: 

Jake, William, Emilia, Rudy

Year Four: 

Amber, Archie, Ezra



A Festive Snapshot at Stanbridge
For more photos visit: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/ or visit our Facebook page

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/


PANTO FUN!
For more photos visit: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/ or visit our Facebook page

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/


Piano Performances & Santa Dash
For more photos visit: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/ or visit our Facebook page

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/


Winter Wonderland hosted 
by our PTFA

For more photos visit: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/ or visit our Facebook page

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/


PTFA Raffle, Pass the Parcel & After School Club 
Christmas Crafts



A Postcard from the Headteacher

Class Point Celebrations
Well done to all of our classes and special congratulations 

to our end of term winners, Year 4.  

The school mascot, Stan is proud of you!

Stanbridge Star Winners this half term

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

882 744 810 682 913

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

Charlene

Imogen

Louie

George E

Urias

William

Tilda

Terry

Henry

Skylar

Archie W

Rio

Lilly May

Penny

Lillie

Kacey

All of Year 3

Nancy

Nectaria

Freddie

Florence

Ezra

The winners for this half term will receive their postcard over 

the holidays.  Will you be a lucky winner?

These children have all received Golden Tickets this 

half term – this is something new and recognises a 

truly exceptional achievement.  Well done everyone.

Harry (YR), Urias, Lejla (Y1), Frankie, Dulcie, 

Sophie, Joshua, Willow (Y2), Emilia, Yolanda (Y3), 
Billy x 2, Archie (Y4)

At the end of each half term, selected children receive a 

postcard from the headteacher in the post for upholding 

the Stanbridge Values;  

Be Kind, Work Hard, Believe in Yourself. 

These children are invited for a special treat with the 

Headteacher.  Well done to the winners from Autumn who 

have already received their reward: YR: Maddox, Y1: 

Huntleigh , Y2: Rose, Y3: Rudy, Y4: Charlie 





Do you know about the Holiday, 
Activities & Food (HAF) Programme?

Forest School for Spring Term 2025

Reception Wed Morning Come to school in Forest School clothing.

Year 1 Mon Afternoon Send Forest School clothing in a bag.

Year 2 Tue Afternoon

Year 3 & 4 Planned sessions We will notify you when your child needs their 
Forest School clothes.

Forest School for YR, Y1, & Y2 will resume weekly 
from Mon 13th Jan.  This gives us time to ensure the 
area is safe following the holidays.  Y3 & Y4 will 
continue to have some opportunities in the Forest 
School, but their regular weekly sessions will end, so 
they can focus on other areas of the curriculum.

The HAF programme provides fun, free activities for children aged 5 and upwards during the 

Easter, summer and Christmas school holidays. Every child who attends gets a free hot 

lunch, snacks. The programme is for children eligible for benefit related free school meals.

There are lots of things on offer during the Christmas holidays, from providers including 

Tenacity Dance, Bedford Blues Foundation, Dawn Until Dusk and Creative Sports Coaching. 

There’s something for all children, including dance, arts and crafts, sports, multi-activity clubs 

and even a trip to the pantomime at the Grove Theatre in Dunstable.

Who to contact: Michelle Hart - michelle.hart@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Holiday Activities and Food Programme Coordinator, Central Bedfordshire Council

Congratulations to Rudy 
Rudy achieved his green belt in the discipline of 
kick boxing this December.  Super proud of him 
and we have asked him to do a demonstration for 
us in the New Year. Here he is with his certificate 
and belt.  Well done.

mailto:michelle.hart@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk


Diary Dates: Spring One 2025
Mon 6th Jan Training day for staff only

Tue 7th Jan Back to school for all children

Tue 7th Jan Y4 and selected Y3 start swimming – continue every Tuesday in Spring term

Fri 10th Jan Yr4 Bikeability – information already sent

Mon 20th Jan Reception audiology screening

Wed 22nd Jan 

2.30-3.15pm

Parent Information Session – Health & Wellbeing – a session led by Mrs 

Davies, Mrs Brewer and our Mental Health Support Practitioner covering 

areas such as online safety, diet, sleep, behaviour and good mental health

Thu 23rd Jan Vision Screening for Reception Class

Thu 6th Feb Proposed Fire Brigade Visit to Year 2

Fri 7th Feb NSPCC Number Day – times table focus

Tue 11th Feb Safer Internet Day

Thu 13th Feb

2.30-3.15pm

Drop In Surgery with Mrs Golby – an opportunity to chat with our SENDCo 

about your child if he/she has Special Needs or you think they may be 

showing signs of special needs

Fri 14th Feb Last day of half term

PHARMACY FIRST

Think ‘Pharmacy First’ Earache (children aged 1-17) Sore 
throat (over 5s) Infected insect bites (over 1s) Impetigo (over 
1s) GP practices are busy and it can be difficult to get a same-
day GP appointment. When your child is off sick from school 
with any of the above conditions, by going straight to your 
local pharmacy you can have a consultation with a trained 
clinical professional and receive advice and even medication if 
it is needed, meaning they could be on the road to recovery 
and back at school as soon as possible.

For more information, speak with your local community pharmacy. 
To find your nearest pharmacy, see: Find a pharmacy - NHS.

24th Dec 4pm

SAVE THE DATE
Christingle Service at St John the 

Baptist Church in Stanbridge village

https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/C2A7AB0A824DE36A0020F2923503E8F2FE2463FC6610B07F58E2FAAD5A19E6D3/B9E85FE90E08929C6584427EFF0D7D4A/LE35


IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government regarding Parent Fines for 

missing school from August 2024:

 Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine 

when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.

 From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80 if 

paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with 

inflation and is the first increase since 2012.

 For more information, please follow the link: 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-

out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

School Attendance Data

Our target: 97% Our Attendance: 95%

Safeguarding Children is Everyone’s Responsibility

 Designated Safeguarding Lead: Miss S Gooding – Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs C Golby – Deputy Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs T Davies – Family Liaison Officer

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Access and 

Referral Hub on 0300 300 8585. All calls are treated in confidence and you need not 

give your details. You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800 5000, 

emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or completing our report abuse online form.  If you 

think a child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following 

staff in school on 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know
tel:0808 800 5000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/

