
Newsletter 4: Tue 3rd Dec 2024

A note from the Head
Dear Parents & Carers,

The children will notice that  the school is ready for Christmas; 
bunting, snowflakes, Christmas trees and sparkly lights to 
celebrate the festive season! We have been so lucky to have 
donations of baubles and a new Christmas tree taking pride of 
place in our hall. 

As we move into December, please remember to check the 
calendar dates. The children are of course busy rehearsing for 
their Christmas performances and the PTFA have a variety of 
activities planned. This is a special, but very busy time of year in 
school and we don’t want anyone to miss out. 

For the first time in a while, we are hosting a Santa Dash this 
Friday.  We are inviting all children and staff to wear Christmas 
or winter jumpers and join in with walking, jogging or running 
around Rosie Court as many times as possible within 10 mins.  
Rather than sponsoring this event, we are asking that your child 
donates something for their class raffle; biscuits, sweet treats, 
savoury nibbles, toiletries, candles.  Alcohol can be donated but 
must be handed in by an adult to the office.  Donations will be 
presented as a festive package designed by the children and 
raffled at the class performance. The PTFA appreciate your 
support with this. 

Alongside all the festivities, teachers will also be busy 
completing assessments of children, ready to make changes for 
the spring term. Thankyou to those parents who take time to 
support children with their homework – it is essential that your 
child reads at home either to you or with you; ideally every day, 
but at least 3 times per week.  For some of our children, this is 
not happening and we can really tell the difference in school. 

I look forward to seeing you at some of our 
Festive events over the next few weeks. 
Kind regards,
Miss Gooding (Headteacher)

UNIFORM Update: 
Be Smart & Be Proud

Thankyou to parents and children who 
are wearing full school uniform. The 

children look so smart.  Please ensure 
they have a winter coat in school 

every day, otherwise they will not be 
able to go out to play.

If your child feels the cold, please 
ensure they wear their additional layer 

under their school uniform. 

Please also ensure all clothing and 
other personal items including coats 

are named.  

Flu Jab Reminder for 
YR-Y4: Weds 18th Dec

bed.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2024/cent
ralbedfordshirehttps://bed.schoolvaccin
ation.uk/flu/2024/centralbedfordshire

Follow the link to provide consent for 
your child.  If you do not give consent 
or your child has taken the vaccination 
elsewhere, please still complete the 
form, so your wishes are known. 

https://bed.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2024/centralbedfordshirehttps:/bed.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2024/centralbedfordshire


Curriculum Corner: Art & Creativity in the Outdoors
A selection of photos from the last few weeks, but don’t forget to check our website for 

further updates: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/ or visit our Facebook page

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/


Percussion in Reception, Sportshall Athletics, snow 
& supporting our farming families

Yr 3 & 4 Sportshall Athletics
The children loved this event and we came 
10th out of 17 schools. A special mention to 

Kacey in Y3 , who showed great 
determination and resilience. 



Pupil Voice & Leadership

A note from the Y3&4 Playleaders
We have been very busy this term researching and 
choosing new equipment for the playground. Miss 
Gooding told us that the PTFA had donated approx. £600, 
so we set to work deciding how to spend it. It has been 
very successful – the children love the bucket stilts, so we 
would definitely like more of these.

We also attended some Play Leader training to support us in our role.  This involved looking out for 
signs that someone is not happy at playtimes and how to help them.  We have a list of games we can 
lead that don’t need equipment such as Duck, Duck Goose.  This Friday, we will be ‘marshals’ for the 
YR,1,2 Santa Dash.  Being a Play Leader is great fun and helps everyone to get along and play nicely.

A note from the Y4 Prefects

A note from the School Council

We have been busy doing our jobs this term, this includes helping out at 
lunchtimes, setting up for assemblies, taking registers, keeping the library tidy and 
sometimes helping with admin tasks.  We enjoy helping the younger children with 
their dinners and often help them with their coats at playtime.  Just last week, 
some new children have been appointed as prefects so there will now be a two 
week rota, which means we get a week off!!

We try to meet with Miss Gooding fortnightly and we have our own 
notebooks to record any suggestions from our class. We asked for more 
dress up and non-uniform days and Miss Gooding agreed for Children in 
Need and the Santa Dash to be non-uniform. We also took the lead in 
the anti bullying assembly promoting ‘Odd Sock Day’.

During our last meeting, we met with Harley who is a mental health support practitioner. We said that 
we wanted to do something to promote good mental health, so we are preparing a workshop that we 
will deliver to each class during the spring term. 

A note from Miss Gooding…..Harley said that the school councillors were amazing and she was blown 
away by their suggestions!

Don’t forget Christmas 
Dinner at Stanbridge on 
Weds 11th December 



A note from the PTFA………

Final Reminder – this week
Winter Wonderland

Weds 4th & Thu 5th December 

If you haven’t already sent in your 
permission slip and £3.00, there is still time.  
https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/other-

letters/ This is a fabulous opportunity to 
take part in a special festive session in our 

woodland garden. 

This is one of our favourite times of year; we have lots planned, so 
please find below a little reminder of all the things going on, so 
your child does not miss out! 

Carols & Cake
Mon 16th Dec 3pm

Two of Miss Gooding’s favourite 
things!!! After a whole school sing along, 

children will be dismissed to 
parents/carers and the PTFA will be 
selling cakes to raise funds for the 

school. Please note: PTFA & staff have 
kindly agreed to donate cakes on this 

occasion, so we do not require 
donations from families.  

Santa Dash & Christmas/Winter Jumper Day
Friday 6th December
We are asking children to bring in a donation for the class 
hamper on this day; small pack of biscuits, crisps, nibbles, 
chocolates, toiletries, candles – alcohol allowed, but must be 
handed into the office.  Classes will create their festive 
hampers and the PTFA will be selling raffle tickets on the 
performance days.

This term we have contributed £600 towards playground equipment 
and subsidised the panto by 50%.  We have earmarked some 
additional money to replenish some of the library books that were 
very old and we are saving some money towards the long term goal 
to re-surface the front playground. 

We appreciate your ongoing support and can not do this without you.  
With lots of festive wishes to you all. 
From Polly and the PTFA

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/other-letters/


Stanbridge Christmas 
Performances

No doubt your children have mentioned 
that we are rehearsing for our 

Christmas performances.  We look 
forward to seeing you there to capture 

these special moments.

Pre School & YR: Twinkly Nativity 
Wed 11th December at 10am

Year 1: Whoops A Daisy Angel  
Thu 12th December at 10am

Year 2,3,4: Christmas Celebration 
Fri 13th December at 2.15pm

School Panto

Our lovely cleaner has 
retired. We are grateful for all 
her work over the years; she 
will be very much missed by 
staff and children.  We wish 
her the best of health and 
happiness. 

West End School Theatre 
Company are performing 
‘Scroogical’ at Stanbridge Lower 
on Weds 18th December 2.00-
3.00pm.  This event has been 
subsidised by the PTFA, so 
please return the permission slip 
and £3.00, so that your child/ren 
can enjoy this great 
performance at the end of term. 
See the letter on the website for 
more information: 
https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/n
ews/other-letters/

Goodbye Mrs Asang

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/news/other-letters/


IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government regarding Parent Fines for 

missing school from August 2024:

 Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine 

when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.

 From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80 if 

paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with 

inflation and is the first increase since 2012.

 For more information, please follow the link: 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-

out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

School Attendance Data

Our target: 97% Our Attendance: 95%

Safeguarding Children is Everyone’s Responsibility

 Designated Safeguarding Lead: Miss S Gooding – Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs C Golby – Deputy Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs T Davies – Family Liaison Officer

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Access and 

Referral Hub on 0300 300 8585. All calls are treated in confidence and you need not 

give your details. You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800 5000, 

emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or completing our report abuse online form.  If you 

think a child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following 

staff in school on 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know
tel:0808 800 5000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/


Autumn Diary Dates
New dates/information added in red

Autumn Two
Weds 4th Dec

1.00-3.30pm

Winter Wonderland organised by PTFA

Thu 5th Dec

1.00-3.30pm

Winter Wonderland organised by PTFA

Fri 6th Dec 

9.15am

Piano Performance – selected parents invited

Fri 6th Dec Whole School Santa Dash – Christmas/Winter Jumpers/Outfits – children are 

asked to bring in a donation for the class raffle please

Weds 11th Dec Pre School & Reception Nativity

Weds 11th Dec Christmas Dinner – see menu at the end of the newsletter

Thu 12th Dec Y1 Nativity

Fri 13th Dec Y2,3,4 Christmas Celebration

To be confirmed Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day

Mon 16th Dec Carols & Cakes: Carols on the Playground followed by a Christmas Bake Sale: 

3.30pm – 4.00pm – parents and carers invited

Weds 18th Dec

9.00-12.00

Flu Jabs for Reception to Year 4

Weds 18th Dec 

1.30-3.00

Whole School Christmas Panto on site – Scroogical – letter sent to families 

asking for £3.00 donation

Thu 19th Dec Children’s Raffle and Christmas Parties in school

Fri 20th Dec Last day of term – early pick up from 1.30pm (optional), otherwise 3.30pm

No After School Club on this day

24th Dec 4pm

SAVE THE DATE
Christingle Service at St John the 

Baptist Church in Stanbridge village

Spring One 2025
Mon 6th Jan Training day for staff only

Tue 7th Jan Back to school for all children

Wed 8th Jan Y4 start swimming – continue every Wednesday in Spring term

Mon 20th Jan Reception audiology screening

Wed 22nd Jan 

2.30-3.15pm

Parent Information Session – Health & Wellbeing

To be confirmed Yr4 Bikeability – more information to follow

Fri 7th Feb NSPCC Number Day – times table focus

Tue 11th Feb Safer Internet Day

Thu 13th Feb Drop In SEND Surgery with Mrs Golby

Fri 14th Feb Last day of half term




