
Newsletter 2: Friday 4th October 24

A note from the Headteacher

Dear Parents & Carers,

I am delighted to let you all know that are new website is now 

live: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk. There will of course be 

some tweaks needed and I will be asking the Parent Forum to 

spend some time looking at it, so we can ensure the 

information is clear and accessible. This has been a much 

bigger job than expected, but I hope that you agree that it is 

much more inviting and organised.

I have been fortunate to spend some time in YR and Y1 this 

week; YR have amazed me with the progress they have 

already made in phonics and Y1 are working hard to apply their 

phonic knowledge to their spellings.  However, what always 

impresses me the most about children at Stanbridge, is how 

much they look after each other.  Well done YR & Y1.

I also have to mention our Y4 prefects, they are some of the 

best I have ever worked with and are taking their roles very 

seriously – great job everyone.

Thankyou to those of you who were able to support the parent 

information sessions over the last few weeks.  If you were 

unable to attend, please visit your child’s class page to see the 

slides – this is under the learning tab on the new website.

Children are looking smart in their new jumpers and cardigans; 

I know there have been issues with ordering, so I have given 

families this half term to get organised.  After half term, I will 

expect all children to be in full school uniform.  If for any 

reason, this is not possible, please speak with Mrs Davies.

I look forward to seeing you all at Parent Consultation in a few 

week’s time and hopefully at our Harvest Festival the last week 

of this half term. Appointment letters for parent consultation will 

be going home next week. Wishing you all a lovely weekend.

Kind regards,

Miss Gooding (Headteacher)

PTFA  Bag2School Collection
The more we collect, the more we 

raise! Drop your bags off in the 
playground on 9th October by 9am

and they do the rest!

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/


Stanbridge Harvest Competition
Pumpkin Patch & Scarecrow Gallery 

Children can either enter one or both competitions. 

Join us for Harvest Festival - Weds 23rd October
We will be presenting our Whole School Harvest Festival at the times below.  We 

have added an extra performance this year, so that we can fit everyone in 

comfortably.  Where possible, please come during one of the times allocated for 

your child’s class – the performance will be the same for each audience.

 9.30-10.00am (YR & Y3)

 10.30-11.00am (PS & Y2)

 2.30-3.00pm (Y1 & Y4)

Pumpkin Patch
Design, carve or decorate a 

pumpkin for Harvest. 

Ensure your pumpkin is 

named and left on the front 

patch of grass for all to see 

on Mon 21st October.
Scarecrow Gallery
Design and make your 

own scarecrow; any size 

using any materials – be 

creative!  All entries to 

be left in the library on 

Mon 21st October; we 

hope to showcase these 

during our Harvest 

assembly.



PE & Forest School Reminder: 
Please remember you kit or change of clothes

Little City Role Play Event for PS, YR & Y1

Wednesday 16th October

PE Days Forest School

R Wednesday Wednesday

1 Wednesday Thursday

2 Thursday Tuesday

3 Friday Monday

4 Wednesday Tuesday

For the second time at Stanbridge, we are hosting 
our very own Little City event. This is a mobile role 
play City for children under 6 to explore and enjoy. 

Creative backdrops and specially selected high-
quality toys and equipment are organised so that 
your child can fully immerse themselves in their 

own world, developing a variety of key skills.  We 
will be asking for a small contribution of £4.00 and 
hope that you can support with this.  More details 

will follow after half term.

RAF Hendon Visit for Y2,3,4: Thu 7th November

This trip has now been booked for 
after half term and will support 
the children’s learning as part of 
our Remembrance Week Project.  
More information to follow soon.



IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government 

regarding Parent Fines for missing school from 

August 2024:

 Under the new national framework, all schools 

will be required to consider a fine when a child 

has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for 

unauthorised reasons.

 From August 2024, the fine for school absences 

across the country will be £80 if paid within 21 

days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate 

is in line with inflation and is the first increase 

since 2012.

Attendance Data

Our target: 97% Our Attendance: 95%

 In the case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second fine for the same 

child within any three-year period, this will be charged at the higher rate of £160.

 Fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once 

this limit has been reached, other action like a parenting order or prosecution 

will be considered.

 If you’re prosecuted and attend court because your child hasn’t been attending 

school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500.

 For more information, please follow the link: 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-

children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know


Safeguarding Children is Everyone’s Responsibility

 Designated Safeguarding Lead: Miss S Gooding – Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs C Golby – Deputy Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs T Davies – Family Liaison Officer

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Access and 

Referral Hub on 0300 300 8585. All calls are treated in confidence and you need not 

give your details. You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800 5000, 

emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or completing our report abuse online form.  If you 

think a child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following 

staff in school on 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:

Would you like to join our Parent Forum?
Mrs Davies meets with the Parent Forum 

each term to discuss areas of school 

development.  Last year, uniform and 

homework were the main topics; this 

resulted in two new policies. It’s a 

positive and constructive way for parent 

and carers to share their views and for 

school to consider making improvements 

for the benefit of the children.

Next Meeting
Thu 10th October 2.30-3.30pm

Courteous & Safe Parking
Please be mindful of our neighbours when picking 
up and dropping off at the school.  Remember to 
park considerately and not across driveways, as 

well as turning the engine off to avoid 
unnecessary fumes.

Please also avoid parking in the allocated bus 
parking.  This is for buses or those with a blue 

disabled badge only.  Thankyou for your support 
with this.

tel:0808 800 5000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/


SAVE THE DATE

Halloween Disco
Thu 24th Oct 3.30-5.00pm

Back by poplar demand (this was one of 
the children’s highlights from last year) is 

the Halloween disco organised by the 
PTFA. More information coming soon!

PTFA UPDATES

If you shop in Asda, download 

CASHPOT for schools, as we 

now have an account and it’s a 

great way to fundraise.

Christmas Card Designs
Thankyou to all of those 

families who have ordered 

Christmas Cards designed by 

the children. We really 

appreciate your support. 

Christmas will be here before 

we know it!!



Autumn Diary Dates
New dates added in red

Autumn One 
Still waiting for a date Flu Immunisations

Thu 10th Oct 2.30-3.30pm Parent Forum

Mon 7th October Harvest Pumpkin Patch & Scarecrow Competition Launch

Mon 14th Oct 3.45-5.00 YR-4 Parent Consultations; face to face meetings in school 

Weds 16th Oct 9.00-11.30 Little City Role Play visits Stanbridge for Pre-School, Y1 & 2

Weds 16th Oct 5.00-7.00 YR-4 Parent Consultations; face to face meetings in school 

Thu 17th Oct 2.00-4.15pm Y2 Run for Fun – all children invited

Mon 21st Oct Deadline for Pumpkin and Scarecrow entries

Weds 23rd Oct Harvest Assembly:  
- 9.30-10.00 (YR & Y3 parents & carers invited)

- 10.30-11.00 (PS & Y2 parents & carers invited)

- 2.30-3.00 (Y1 & Y4 parents & carers invited)

Thu 24th Oct Halloween Disco for YR-Y6: 3.30-5.00pm – please bring in party 

clothes/Halloween costume to change into – no masks

Fri 25th Oct Last day of half term

Autumn Two
Tues 5th Nov Back to school

Tues 5th Nov 2.00-4.30pm Y4 Cluster Festival  - all children invited

Tue 5th- Fri 8th Nov We Will Remember Project Week: Art & History Focus

- Remembrance Poppies on sale this week

Thu 7th Nov Yr2,3,4 Trip to RAF Hendon

Mon 11th Nov Whole School: We Will Remember Exhibition – parents & carers 

invited – classes allocated time slots throughout the morning

Tues 12th November Anti-Bullying Week – School Council leading Odd Sock Day: children 

invited to wear odd socks to promote anti bullying

Thu 14th Nov 2.30-3.15pm Drop In SEND Surgery with Mrs Golby

Thu 20th Nov School Photos – individual & siblings

Fri 21st Nov Children in Need Fundraiser: Non Uniform Day - £1.00 donation

Fri 21st Nov Yr3&4 Sportshall Athletics – selected children

Weds 4th Dec 1.00-3.30pm Winter Wonderland organised by PTFA

Thu 5th Dec1.00-3.30pm Winter Wonderland organised by PTFA

Weds 11th Dec Pre School & Reception Nativity

12th Dec Y1 Nativity

13th Dec Y2,3,4 Christmas Celebration

To be confirmed Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day

Mon 16th December Carols & Cakes: Carols on the Playground followed by a Christmas 

Bake Sale: 3.30pm – 4.00pm – parents and carers invited

Thu 19th December Christmas Parties in school

Fri 20th December Last day of term

To be confirmed Community Event: Christingle Service at St Johns Stanbridge 




