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Practical Reasons



Enables life long learning



For pleasure…..
Think about favourite books 
from your childhood:
• What made it memorable?
• Did you read it or was it read 

to you?
• What skills knowledge and 

understanding did you 
require to access it?



Phonics & Word 
Recognition

Essential Reading Skills

Fluency & 
Understanding

Phonics is….making connections between the sounds of our 
spoken words (phonemes) and the letters that are used to 

write them down (graphemes).

Some words can’t be read using phonics – we call these 
common exception words and we learn to sight read these.

Fluency increases speed and supports understanding.







Consonant Diagraphs

Vowel Diagraphs

Two letters, one sound

Terminology your children should know

Little Wandle Refresher



Trigraph

Three letters, one 
sound

Split diagraphs

Two spilt letters 
making one sound



Teaching Phase 5 words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion





Can you work out these comprehension conundrums?

Definition Conundrum Answer
the text that comes before and after 
a phrase to help to explain meaning

to select key details from a text

to express the most important facts or ideas

to note similarities and differences in a text

is an interpretation that goes beyond the 
literal information given.

to say that (something) will or might happen 
in the future

is an understanding based on the evidence 
given in the text.
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KS1 Content Domains for reading 
comprehension 



KS2 Content Domains for Reading Comprehension



Once pupils can decode accurately and speedily, reading a lot is the 

principal way they develop as readers. Putting in the ‘reading miles’ allows 

pupils to practise their reading, building experience with increasingly 

complex texts, encountering new knowledge, gaining new language, 

including vocabulary, and developing their fluency. 

Over the course of year 2 and into key stage 2, the focus of the teaching of 

reading therefore shifts from decoding towards ensuring pupils get this 

print experience and support with spoken language, both through 

teacher-led reading sessions and independent reading.

When their decoding skills become increasingly secure, teaching should be 

directed more towards developing their vocabulary and the breadth and 

depth of their  reading, making sure that they become independent, fluent 

and enthusiastic readers who read widely and frequently.



Using pictures & film
Is he going to open the blue jar? How 
do you know?

Why is his other fist clenched?

What does his body language tell us 
about his thoughts and feelings?

Choose 3 words that describe his 
character.  Justify your choices.

Can you create a title for this picture?

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-
lighthouse.html

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-lighthouse.html


Teaching reading at Stanbridge
 Daily Phonics Teaching in YR, Y1, Y2

 3 x weekly focus reads in YR, 1, 2 – focus on decoding, prosody 
and comprehension in small groups

 Text based English sessions – shared reading, echo reading, 
choral reading, close reading

 2 x weekly guided reads in Yr3&4 – whole class focus on 
comprehension

 Story Time and weekly visit to the library

 Singing Assembly – reciting and remembering lyrics



Support available for children who 
have fallen behind:

 Catch up phonics for anyone who has not achieved 
phase 5 phonics – this is taught daily as part of the Little 
Wandle Phonic programme

Anyone reading below their chronological age is 
identified as a daily reader in school

 Children continuing to cause concern may be referred to 
the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator



Books going home

Reading Book Sharing Book
At your child’s level – should be able to 
read with at least  90% accuracy.  Once 
they can confidently de-code, they should 
develop expression and understanding of 
the text.

A book chosen by the child to 
share with others. This might be 
from the class library or school 
library.









If your child is still developing their phonic knowledge, please 
look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance for parents: 
www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk

Let your child “show off” their reading to you and celebrate and 
praise all the way! 

Share books with your children for pleasure. Support children 
when completing phonics homework.

Encourage your child to read every day and use the reading 
prompts to help with understanding.

Help your child to practise reading and spelling the common 
exception words

How else can I support my child?

http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


Thankyou for coming..
Any Questions

If you have any questions, please feel free to come and speak with 
Miss Gooding after the session.


