
Newsletter 10: Mon 20th May 2024

A note from the 

Headteacher

Dear Parents & Carers,

We had a great time celebrating our ‘Hearts & Minds’ event 

last week - it was lovely to see so many of you at our ‘Feel 

Good’ forest school sessions.  We were very lucky with the 

weather and I received lovely feedback from children, staff 

and parents – I hope you all enjoyed it as much as the 

children did.  Can I say a particular thankyou to Mrs Golby, 

Mrs Lacy, Mrs Patterson and Mrs Llewelyn, who are our 

trained Forest School Leaders, and to Mrs Brewer for her 

orienteering skills - having parents in school was definitely a 

highlight for our children. See later in the newsletter for some 

photos from across the week.

On Wednesday, some of our Yr3&4 children will be heading 

off on their summer residential to Grafham Water.  This is an 

excellent experience for the children and I know that they are 

very, very excited.  We look forward to hearing all about it 

and wish them a fabulous few days. No doubt some 

households will be much quieter…and maybe a little tidier!! 

It is hard to believe that we are about to come to the end of 

this half term; it has been busy, but the children have worked 

hard and achieved some great outcomes. Next term Y1 will 

complete their phonic screening check and Y4 will complete 

their multiplication check – they are more than ready and I 

know they will do their very best.  

Remember, being a parent is the best reason to take care of 

yourself – don’t forget to be kind to yourselves too. Have a 

lovely holiday and we look forward to seeing you after the 

holidays on Monday 3rd June.  

Kind regards,

Miss Gooding

Headteacher

Parent Forum 

Thu 6th June 2.30pm

Uniform Update

Please remember that the policy for 

school uniform has been amended so 

that school jumpers and cardigans with 

a logo will be compulsory from 

September 2024 – please visit the 

following website to place your order:

https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/

Stanbridge_Lower_School_LU7_9HY

We are hoping to host a pre-loved 

uniform sale at reduced costs on:

Friday 7th June 3.30-4.00pm

If you have any old uniform that you no 

longer need, please leave it with the 

school office or send in with your child 

by Weds 5th June – this could include 

school jumpers or cardigans with a logo, 

summer dresses, skirts, trousers and 

white or blue polo shirts, black PE 

shorts.

If you haven’t been to one of our parent 

forum meetings and are interested, 

please speak with Mrs Davies.  We are 

always looking for varied viewpoints to 

represent the parent voice, as it helps 

us to consider all the options before we 

make a decision on any changes.

https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/Stanbridge_Lower_School_LU7_9HY


PE Kit 

Reminder
We are having to send several text reminders about 

PE kits. Please ensure that your child brings their 

PE kit into school, so they can take part 

comfortably and safely. We do not keep spare kit

and it is a shame for them to miss out. 

It is really useful to have PE kits in school every 

day, so children are welcome to leave them on their 

pegs and take them home at the end of the week to 

save remembering every day.

If your child does not have their PE kit in school, 

you will receive a text reminder.  If your child 

continues to forget their PE kit, the class teacher 

will arrange a meeting to see how we can help.

Wedding News for Stanbridge

Congratulations to Miss Hassan who is getting married 

over the half term.  We wish her and her new husband 

the best of celebrations and every happiness for the 

future.  She will be known as Mrs Hassan.

These beautiful bird boxes were made by the husband of one 

of our volunteers.  We are extremely grateful, as they have 

fitted in perfectly and we can’t wait to see which birds come to 

visit.  Thankyou to Mr Greenacre for thinking of us.

New Bird 

Boxes for 

Stanbridge

Tadpoles in Y2

A big thankyou to Olivia in Y3 and her 

family for donating some tadpoles for 

Y2 to look after as part of their learning 

about life cycles. The children love 

watching them grow and we have 

already moved some over to the school 

pond.



Homework Policy Update

DON’T FORGET…..
Memory Lane Assemblies

Getting homework right for everyone is a challenge; more/less, online/in books, practical/ 

formal? It is difficult to please everyone, but the homework policy for Stanbridge has now been 

reviewed by children, staff, parent questionnaires and the Parent Forum.  

We have made some changes and hopefully made expectations clearer. Some of the changes 

are already in place, but the new policy will be fully in place from September 2024 and can be 

found on the school website for reference: https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2024/05/Stanbridge-Homework-Policy-23-24.docx-final-1.pdf

Please find below an overview for quick reference – log in details for the newly purchased 

maths app (Numbots) for Reception & Y1 will be sent home shortly.  

At the end of the summer term, each class will host a 

‘Memory Lane’ Assembly for Parents and Carers to 

attend.  This will be an opportunity for children to share 

some of their experiences from the year, show off some 

of their skills and receive some awards.  Please check 

the diary dates at the end of the newsletter to find out 

when your child’s ‘Memory Lane’ Assembly is.

https://stanbridge.beds.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Stanbridge-Homework-Policy-23-24.docx-final-1.pdf


We started the week with an assembly about the ‘Magical Yet’ – the 

reminder that when we find things difficult, we all have a ‘yet’ inside of 

us.  The ‘yet’ helps us to practise, work hard and believe in ourselves, 

so we can achieve anything we want to.

Hearts & Minds Week

We also explored a story called the power of 

words; a reminder that words are powerful and 

can make people feel good, but can also make

Across the week, we danced in assembly to 

‘Happy’ by Pharrell Williams, skipped back to our 

classrooms to ‘Walking on Sunshine’, I heard the 

Hokey Cokey,  tasted fruit salads and home made 

bread, I listened to children talking about their 

emotions and what to do if they feel a certain way, 

I saw some fabulous writing using similes to 

describe feelings and some great practical maths 

to challenge the mind.

them feel bad; each child was given a heart to stick on the Stanbridge Oak 

to say something kind about someone else in their class. These were 

returned to children at the end of the week with some seeds to grow at 

home to remind them how amazing they all are.

On top of all this, we hosted 

our ‘Feel Good’ Forest 

School sessions, which were 

so well attended by our 

families……….all in all, we 

had a pretty amazing week! 

Please see the next page 

for some more photos of 

what we got up to…..



Hearts & Minds



‘Feel Good’ in Our Forest School



Stanbridge After School Club Fun
Mrs Loi and Mrs Patterson currently lead our After School Club every day 3.30-5.00pm. The 

children love coming and often do not want to go home.  See below for some of the fabulous things 

that they get up to. If you would like your child to attend, contact the school office to book a space.



More after school club fun…let’s go fly a kite!

Yr4 Ambulance Visit

Thankyou to Mr Rhys Hibbert and his colleague, 
who are local paramedics, for visiting our Yr4 
children.  They learnt about the importance of the 
ambulance service, 
as well as some vital 
first aid skills.  A great 
visit that the 
children loved.

The children 
worked extremely 
hard to design and 
make their own 
kites; they had to 
think about the 
material, length of 
the string and size 
of the kite .  They 
then had lots of fun 
flying them on the 
field – I love this 
photo to the left.



End of Half Term Celebrations

A postcard from the Headteacher
At the end of each half term, selected children receive a 

postcard from the headteacher in the post; this is for 

upholding the Stanbridge Values; 

Be Kind, Work Hard, Believe in Yourself. 

These children are invited for a special treat in the 

Headteacher’s office.  Well done to the winners from 

Spring 2 who have already received their reward:

Joseph (YR), James (Y1), Kacey (Y2), 

Marta (Y3), Martin (Y4)

The winners for Summer 1 will receive their postcard 

over the half term holiday.  Will you be a lucky winner?

Classpoint Celebrations this half term
Children work together as a class to collect points.  Totals 

are shared in our Celebration Assembly and the winning 

class get to keep our school mascot Stan for the week.  

He is very cuddly and a little bit mischievous.  

Classpoints are tallied at the end of each half term.  Well 

done to all of our classes and special congratulations to 

out half term winners in Yr1.

Stanbridge Star Winners this half term

These children have been nominated and selected weekly across the half term for a variety 

of reasons. We celebrate their achievements in our weekly Celebration Assembly. 

Congratulations to you all.

Sam (Y2) Pearl (Y3) Nyah (YR) Arlo (YR)

Mrs Probert Mary S (Y3) Dulcie (Y1)

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

580 592 587 408 420



Please be aware of the following updates from the Government regarding 

Parent Fines for missing school from August 2024:

 Currently, it’s the responsibility of the local authority to decide when to issue fines to parents 

for missing school, meaning the process varies from council to council.

 Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine when a child 

has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.

 From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80 if paid within 

21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first 

increase since 2012.

 In the case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second fine for the same child within any 

three-year period, this will be charged at the higher rate of £160.

 Fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has 

been reached, other action like a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.

 If you’re prosecuted and attend court because your child hasn’t been attending school, you 

could get a fine of up to £2,500.

For more information, please follow the link: https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-

for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE DATA

Current YR-Y4: 93% School Target: 97%

Yay…..our attendance is improving, which is fantastic news.  We will 

continue to work with you so that we get closer to our target of 97%.  

Our attendance Heroes for Autumn and Spring have already 

received their reward for 100% attendance, but for Summer, anyone 

who has attendance at 97% or above will be eligible, as this is the 

school target. Summer attendance Heroes will be announced the 

last week of term, so there is time for them to receive their reward.

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know


STANBRIDGE

SUMMER DATES & EVENTS 2024 

New dates or amendments  in red
Wed 22nd – Fri 24th May Yr3 & 4 Grafham Water Residential Trip

Mon 27th – Fri 31st May Half Term Week – school closed

Mon 3rd – Fri 14th June Yr4 Multiplication Check Window – it is essential all Y4 children are in 

school during this time

Thu 6th June Re-scheduled Parent Forum Meeting 2.30pm

Fri 7th June Pre-loved uniform sale

Mon 10th- Fri 14th June Yr1 Phonic Screening Window – it is essential all Y1 children are in 

school during this time

Weds 12th June Y3&4 Trip to Wardown Museum & Park

Thu 13th June 2pm Whole School Sports Afternoon & PTFA Raffle

Fri 14th June Fathers Day Activity – organised by PTFA in school

Mon 17th June 2pm RESERVE DATE (In case of poor weather): 

Whole School Sports Afternoon & PTFA Raffle

Thu 20th June Yr1 & 2 Trip to Leighton Buzzard Narrow Guage Railway

Weds 3rd & Thu 4th July Middle School Transition Days  - Yr4 pupils only

New Reception Intake Transition Meetings 2-3pm

Mon 8th July 2-3pm Reception Memory Lane Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Tue 9th July 2-3pm Yr3 Memory Lane Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Wed 10th July 2-3pm Yr2 Memory Lane Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Thu 11th July 2-3pm Yr1 Memory Lane Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Friday 12th July Pupil reports scheduled to be sent home

Yr4 Leavers Forest School Evening - times to be confirmed

Monday 15th July In School Transition Morning for YR,1,2,3 – children will spend the 

morning with their new teacher

Tues 16th July 2-3pm Yr4 Memory Lane Leavers Assembly – Parent & Carers invited

Fri 19th July Last day of summer term: Please note that school will finish at 1.15pm 

for all children and there will be no after school club provision – please 

ensure that you make other arrangements for childcare.

Safeguarding Children is Everyone’s Responsibility
If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following staff in schoolon 

01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk

 Designated Safeguarding Lead:Miss Sam Gooding ïHeadteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead:Mrs C Golby ïDeputy Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs T Davies ïFamily Liaison Officer

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Access and Referral Hub on 0300 300 8585. All 

calls are treated in confidence and you need not give your details.You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline bycalling 0808 

800 5000, emailinghelp@NSPCC.org.ukorcompleting our report abuse online form.  If you think a child is in immediate 

danger, please call the police immediately on 999.

tel:0808%20800%205000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/





