
Newsletter 12: 21st July 2024

A note from the Headteacher
Dear Parents & Carers,

Well, it’s hard to believe that my first year at Stanbridge has come to an end. I already feel like I 

have been here for years, and that is down to the very warm welcome I have received from 

children, staff, parents and governors. 

We have had a busy end of term in school, enjoying the Memory Lane Assemblies and saying 

goodbye to our Yr4 leavers – we wish Y4 all the best for their new middle schools.  Thankyou to 

all of our families who attended these events and thankyou to our teachers for presenting a 

great reflection on the year gone by. Stanbridge embodies the term ‘community’ – all 

stakeholders sharing a common goal to do the very best for the children that come here; 

together we do a great job, so thankyou. Later in the newsletter you will see some lovely photos 

taken by a professional photographer celebrating school life  - the photos capture the essence 

of our curriculum and ethos, which is designed to develop the whole child. Look out for more 

photos and a short film clip coming soon to our updated website.

Our staff team would also like to thank the many families who kindly sent in cards and gifts at 

the end of term – we do not expect this at all. Our staff room has been awash with many lovely 

treats, which we are very grateful for.

Miss Gooding

Headteacher

School Uniform Please remember that school jumpers and cardigans with a logo will 

be compulsory from September 2024 – please visit the following 

website to place your order:

www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/Stanbridge_Lower_School_LU7_9HY

If you are having difficulties receiving your order for the start of the school term, 

please don’t panic, just let us know that the uniform is on order. 

I wish our families and staff many lovely adventures over the 

summer.  Stay safe and I look forward to seeing Reception to 

Y4 on Wed 4th Sept and Pre-School on Thu 5th Sept. Have a 

lovely break. Kind regards,

http://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/Stanbridge_Lower_School_LU7_9HY


Staffing September 2024

GOOD NEWS: Our office will be open from 8.45am from 4th September for 

any queries.   Cash payments must be made directly to the office.

Punctuality in September 2024

Punctuality is also important and ensures that the children have the best 

start to their day, as well as promoting good habits for the future.

We had 452 lates this year.  Many of these are the same children, so we 

are on a mission to at least half this number by the end of next year.  

Please support us with this by ensuring your child is on time.

From Weds 4th September, we are asking families to arrive between 8.45-8.55am. 

Doors will open at 8.45am and close at 8.55am; if you arrive after this time, your child 

will need to report to the main office and will be marked late.  Anyone arriving after 

9.15am will receive an unauthorised absence.

Class\ Teacher/

Lead

Other adults supporting 

in this class

Pre-

School

Mrs Biggs Miss Sanders

Mrs Loi

YR Mrs Golby Mrs Murray

Mrs Felstead

Miss Sanders

Mrs Patterson

Y1 Mrs Llewellyn Mrs Patterson

Y2 Mrs Hassan Mrs Loi 

Y3 Mrs Probert/

Mrs Yarnell

N/A

Y4 Mrs Brewer Miss Grace

We are welcoming the following staff 

to Stanbridge; Mrs Yarnell, who will 

teach Yr3 from January 2025, Miss 

Grace who will join our Learning 

Support Team temporarily for the 

autumn term and Miss Porter, who has 

been transferred across from our 

current catering provider to support 

with lunchtimes.  

See to the right for an overview of staff 

deployment for your information.  Note 

that support staff deployment has to 
be flexible and is subject to change.

As I mentioned in my last newsletter, we are saying goodbye to Mrs Turney, who is embarking 

on a new challenge and to Miss Lacy who is heading off on maternity. We wish them both well 

and thank them for their contributions.

Attendance Reminders September 2024
Attendance is important and we will continue to monitor this closely.  Although I 

understand the difficulties parents face with holiday costs, I will not be 

authorising any holiday leave requests from September 2024.  Holidays 

must be taken at weekends or during holiday time.  Leave requests will only be 

agreed under ‘exceptional circumstances’.  These are rare requests where the

dates or circumstances are out of your control and can not be moved to a weekend or holiday time. 

Any leave that has not been agreed may lead to a fine; please also note that if you are found lying to 

the school about the reason for your child’s absence, this may also lead to an unauthorised absence. 

See later in the newsletter for updates about changes to fines.



End of Term Celebrations

A postcard from the Headteacher
At the end of each half term, selected children receive a 

postcard from the headteacher in the post; this is for 

upholding the Stanbridge Values; 

Be Kind, Work Hard, Believe in Yourself. 

These children are invited for a special treat in the 

Headteacher’s office.  Well done to the winners from 

Summer 1 who have already received their reward:

Theo (YR), Sophia (Y1), Emilia (Y2), 

Ezra (Y3), Khloe (Y4)

The winners for Summer 2 will receive their postcard 

over the summer holiday.  Will you be a lucky winner?

Classpoint Celebrations this half term
Children work together as a class to collect points.  Totals 

are shared in our Celebration Assembly and the winning 

class get to keep our school mascot Stan for the week.  

He is very cuddly and a little bit mischievous.  

Classpoints are tallied at the end of each half term.  Well 

done to all of our classes and special congratulations to 

out half term winners Year 2.

Stanbridge Star Winners this half term

These children have been nominated and selected weekly across the half term for a variety 

of reasons. We celebrate their achievements in our weekly Celebration Assembly. 

Congratulations to you all.

Olivia (Y3) Florence (Y3) George (Y4)

Henry (YR) Nathan (Y4) Michael  (Y4)

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

434 491 643 342 422



All children received a certificate to celebrate their achievements from across the year, but 

additional awards were given to recognise achievement in English, Maths, Wider Curriculum, 

Citizenship and Attendance.  In Year 4, ‘Special Awards’ were also presented to mark the end of 

the children’s time at Stanbridge. These were chosen by the headteacher, school staff and the 
children in Y4.  Please see below for this year’s Memory Lane Award Winners:

YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4

English 

Achiever

Henry James Charlie Dottie Abigail

Maths Achiever Terry Ralph Lillie Billy Nathan

Curriculum

Contribution

Finnley-

Gray

Rose Yolanda Archie Hector

Good 

Citizenship

Dalina Sophia Emilia Persephone Marley

95% attendance 

and above

Joseph Ba

Joseph Bi

Noah B

Theo

Ameilie

Urias

Lily

Noah H

Lorcan

Morley

William

Teddy

Lily-May

Frankie

Sophia

James

Ralph

Rose

Charlotte

Archie

Louis

Ellis

Skylar

Wynton

Caleb

Thea

Rio

Henry

Ava

Charlie

Lillie

Ava

Jake

William

Yolanda

Emilia

Penny

Rudy

Cara

Florence

Archie

Dottie

Pearl

Billy

Charlie

Lacey-Mae

Olivia

Leo

Hector

Marley

George

100% attendance Thea

Ralph

Archie

Ava Archie

Dottie

George

Year 4 Special Awards

Headteacher Award Staff Award Children’s Choice Award

Olivia Mena Khloe 

Memory Lane 
End of Year Awards 2024



A selection of photos from our professional photographer……getting 
ready to make website more engaging!











Stanbridge Lower School

PTFA Updates 2024

Summer Fayre 
Update

A note from Polly & the PTFA….
Firstly, on behalf of the PTFA, I want to say a MASSIVE THANKYOU to all the parents and 

family members who have supported our events this year. In total we have raised £1,759.30 

which is such a fantastic amount and the most we’ve raised in many years. See the next page 

for a breakdown of our fundraising achievements and spending.

The children have loved getting involved, from dressing up in Halloween costumes, taking silly 

photos at Christmas and hunting for Easter eggs….. our main objective has always been to 

raise money, but just as importantly, to create cherishing memories for the children. 

A big shout out to the mums that have volunteered their time throughout the year-these events 

couldn’t be done without your help. Every extra set of hands is valuable and is much 

appreciated. If anyone is interested in joining our team, then please contact us on 

ptfa@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk . We know that ‘spare time’ is almost non-existent, but just the 

offer of putting a poster together, arriving at an event 15 minutes early to help sell raffle tickets is 

really helpful. So please join us if you can! 

Next year, we have plans to start raising money for the children’s front playground. It is an area 

of the school that Miss Gooding is keen to improve and the PTFA are happy to support this. Any 

future funds raised will go on fun, playground equipment initially, but our long term plan will be to 

have the whole playground resurfaced and painted. This will come at quite an expense, so we 

will start ‘saving’ money for this throughout the year. 

Lastly, I want to plug our 

upcoming event in September. 

We are joining forces with the 

Stanbridge Village Fair on 

Saturday 7th September, 12pm-

3.30pm. 

The PTFA will be there with lots 

of fun games and stalls, and all 

the money we raise on these 

stalls will go to the school. The 

fair will also include a dog show, 

BBQ and bouncy castle and we 

hope that by merging together 

we will create a great family 
afternoon for everyone. 

Please support us and let’s get the new school years fundraising off to a flying start with some 

new equipment for the playground. We wish you all a well deserved break, and look forward to 

seeing everyone again in September. Kind regards, Stanbridge PTFA 





Yr4 Leavers Celebration
An evening of pizza, hot dogs, smores and hot chocolate with their class 

mates.  We will miss this lovely bunch.



IMPORTANT: Updates from the Government regarding Parent Fines for 

missing school from August 2024:
 Currently, it’s the responsibility of the local authority to decide when to issue fines to parents 

for missing school, meaning the process varies from council to council.

 Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine when a child 

has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons.

 From August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country will be £80 if paid within 

21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first 

increase since 2012.

 In the case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second fine for the same child within any 

three-year period, this will be charged at the higher rate of £160.

 Fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has 

been reached, other action like a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.

 If you’re prosecuted and attend court because your child hasn’t been attending school, you 

could get a fine of up to £2,500.

For more information, please follow the link: https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-

for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know

Stanbridge 

Target: 97%

Stanbridge 

22-23

Stanbridge 

23-24

Local 

22-23

National 

2022-23

YR-4 88% 94% 93% 93%

YR-4 persistently 

absent

37% 21% 21% 22%

Stanbridge Attendance Data
You will see that our attendance data has improved from last year and that we are now broadly in 

line with local and national attendance data.  We are still below the school target of 97%, but we 

will continue to work on this next year.  Thankyou to those families who have worked hard to 

improve their child’s attendance – it really is important.

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know


Breakfast & After School Club Reminder
Please remember the changes to breakfast and after school club prices for September.  We are 

also asking that after school club places are booked in advance, so we can ensure accurate 

registers and appropriate staffing ratios. I have included an overview of provision below and 

booking forms can be found on the school website if needed:



Safeguarding Children is Everyone’s Responsibility

STANBRIDGE SCHOOL DATES 

2024-25
Dates for academic year 2024-25: academic calendar can be found at the end 

of the newsletter and on the school website
Mon 2nd September Training Day – school closed to children

Tues 3rd September Training Day – school closed to children

Wed 4th September YR-Y4 return to school – Pre-School closed for staff training

Thu 5th September Pre-School return to school

Sat 7th September Stanbridge Village Fair – PTFA raising money for the school

Mon 4th November Training Day – school closed to children

Mon 6th January Training Day – school closed to children

Mon 24th February Training Day – school closed to children

 Designated Safeguarding Lead: Miss S Gooding – Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs C Golby – Deputy Headteacher

 Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs T Davies – Family Liaison Officer

If you need to report a concern outside of school hours, contact the Access and 

Referral Hub on 0300 300 8585. All calls are treated in confidence and you need not 

give your details. You can also contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800 5000, 

emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or completing our report abuse online form.  If you 

think a child is in immediate danger, please call the police immediately on 999.

If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please report this immediately to the following 

staff in school on 01525 210328 or email info@stanbridge.beds.sch.uk:

tel:0808 800 5000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/







