
Newsletter 7: Fri 15th March 2024

A note from the Headteacher

Dear Parents & Carers,

Thankyou to all those parents who attended our parent 

consultation this week; it was lovely to see so many of 

you. Working together to support your child’s learning 

and wellbeing is important to us, so do get in contact if 

you have any further questions about anything.

World Book Day at Stanbridge last week was also a 

huge success – thankyou to everyone for supporting with 

dressing up and book donations.  There is a special multi 

page spread later in the newsletter to celebrate the 

children’s achievements. 

Children at Stanbridge continue to impress me with their 

enthusiasm for learning, but I am starting to see more 

children challenge themselves and achieve even better 

than they expected.  I would particularly like to celebrate 

a young lady in Y3, who showed resilience and 

determination when she faced her fear of deep water 

and swam all the way across the pool without being able 

to touch the bottom this week.  I would also like to 

recognise one of our pianists who was only 1 mark off a 

distinction for his mock piano exam – Mrs Gommon said 

his hard work, determination and practice is very 

impressive – she described his performance as ‘stylish 

and showing great character’.  Well done to both of you.

I know that there are many more children achieving great 

things at Stanbridge and it’s important we continue to 

build children’s confidence to believe in themselves. 

Our next big event is the ‘Stanbridge Bake Off and 

Spring Sing Along’ on Monday 25th March – pupils, staff 

and parents are all invited to take part – do get involved 

if you can.  We have three different judging panels and I 

am excited to see the different entries. We look forward 

to celebrating with you at the end of the Spring term.  

Have a lovely weekend with your families.

Sadly, we ran out of time to discuss all of the 

agenda items at the last meeting (homework & 

communication), so another meeting has been 

scheduled later this half term to further discuss 

opportunities for better communication.  

Some improvements have already been made to 

homework and there is an update later in the 

newsletter outlining next steps.  Further information 

about uniform for Sept 2024 will be circulated after 

Easter in preparation for the new academic year.

At Parents’ evening, we also collated some 

additional opinions on improving communication, 

so these will support the Parent Forum in their 

discussion next time.  If you would like to come 

along or have any other suggestions please do let 

Mrs Davies know.

Parent Conduct

Just a reminder that parents and carers should 

always behave with courtesy and respect towards 

other parent and carers.  

It is not acceptable for anti-social behaviour to take 

place on school grounds.  This puts children at risk 

and can impact on their wellbeing. Please report 

any anti-social behaviour to the school office, so it 

can be followed up appropriately.

Please also remember that mobile devices should 

not be used on the school site – this includes the 

playground.  This is a rule for everyone to ensure 

we safeguard children effectively.

Next Parent Forum

Weds 27th March 2.30pm

Kind regards,

Miss Gooding

Headteacher

Do not be offended if we ask 

you to put your phone away.



World Book Day Celebrations
World Book Day is a great way of raising the profile of reading and 

we had an absolutely fabulous day of vibrant storytelling and 

activities. Thankyou to all the children, families and staff that made it 

such a great day. 

Enjoy this special multi-page spread sharing some of the children’s 

achievements including the re-launch of our new library space – this 

was re-opened in Mrs Clarke’s name and marks her long standing 

commitment as a governor to the school, as well as her kind and 

generous donation to the library - we are so pleased she could join 

us for the celebrations. 

We continue on our mission to ‘Raise the Roof on Reading’, 

ensuring that children develop a love of books, as well as an ability 

to read and understand texts. Now we have our new library space, 

each class will have a designated library slot to enjoy fiction and 

non fiction books, as well as learn how to find the book they are 

looking for. We have the Book Fair visiting after Easter, so please 

continue to support this excitement about books at home too.











Mother’s Day Gifts – a huge success!

Homework Updates

Well, I believe there are hyacinths 

growing all over Stanbridge and the 

surrounding areas due to our successful 

Mother’s Day shop.  

We have had several parents report that 

they are growing beautifully.  A top tip 

from our resident florist Polly: do not 

over water. 

Thanks again to our PTFA and those 

families who supported – you raised 

£200.00 for the school.

Popular Pre-School

Our lovely little Pre-School led Mrs 

Biggs is becoming very popular.  We 

currently have only a few afternoon 

spaces left for this year and we are 

already full for the academic year Sept 

2024-2025. 

If you are interested in a place for your 

child in Sept 2025-26, please let Mrs 

Davies know and she can add you to 

our waiting list. 

The Fire Service Visits Yr2
We finally got our visit from the Fire Service.  The 

children had a fabulous afternoon learning about what 

the Fire Service do and what to do in a fire emergency. 

In light of some of the changes we have made, we will be updating the Homework Policy and circulating in 

the summer term – many of you have requested some clarity around expectations for additional things 

such as reading, spelling and times tables and we hope to make this clearer.

We continue to review our homework provision and are really pleased with the 

use of Doodle Learning to support children in Yr2, 3 & 4. Approximately 90% of 

children in these year groups have been actively engaged with Maths & English 

tasks; data shared with us indicates that 95% of assignments set have been 

completed. We are further reviewing the homework provision in Reception and 

Y1 – thankyou to those of you who completed a questionnaire at parent 

consultation. 



SPRING DATES & EVENTS 2024 (Updates in red)
Every Wednesday Yr3 & 4 swimming in Spring term

Mon 25th March The Great Stanbridge Bake Off  - further information available at the end of 

the newsletter – cake entries to the hall between 9.00-9.30am

Mon 25th March 

3pm

Whole School Spring Sing Along on the playground – Bake Off Winners 

announced and an opportunity to enjoy cake for small donation to the PTFA

Wed 27th March Last swimming day for Y3 & 4

Weds 27th March 

2.30pm

Additional Parent Forum Meeting: Agenda – Improving Home/School 

Communication

Thu 28th March PTFA Easter Egg Hunt - no charge required

Thu 28th March Last day of Spring term

Mon 15th April Training day – staff only

Tue 16th April Back to school for children – Summer term

Key dates for summer term

Weds 17th April Book Fair for Pre-School & Reception

Thu 18th April Book Fair for Y1 & 2

Fri 19th April Book Fair for Y3 & 4

Wed 22nd - Fri 24th

May

Grafham Residential Field Trip – Year 3 and 4 only

Tues 16th July Yr4 Leavers Assembly & Awards – 2.30pm

Attendance and punctuality is an ongoing battle at most schools and Stanbridge is no 

exception. Our attendance has stayed the same since my last newsletter and we are still not 

meeting our target. I have written to several families who have children with attendance less 

that 90% - these children are identified as persistent absentees and are at risk of falling 

behind with their learning. Please continue to encourage and support your child’s attendance.

There is some improvement in punctuality in the morning, but we are seeing an increasing 

amount of late pick ups at the end of the day.  If you are running late, please notify the school 

or your child may be sent to after school club, which will then incur a charge.

Current: 92% Target: 97%






