
Newsletter 5: Tue 30th January 2024

A note from the Headteacher
Dear Parents & Carers,

I have been trying to get this newsletter out to you since last 

Friday, but life at Stanbridge is always busy and I just can’t say 

no when I am invited out onto the playground for some old 

fashioned skipping! I am also enjoying spending time with Yr3 

& 4 on a Wednesday morning at Tiddenfoot swimming pool.  

They are such good role models and every single one of them 

tries their best in the pool – from non swimmers to champion 

swimmers– their effort and enthusiasm is inspiring.

This Friday, we are celebrating the NSPCC Number day and 

we look forward to seeing the children ‘dressing up for digits’ 

and having fun with Maths. This event raises the profile of a 

very important children’s charity, so please make a donation 

directly to the charity if you are able to.

Following this, the whole school will embark on a project called 

Symbols of Faith the week beginning 12th February. The 

children will host a class exhibition to showcase their learning 

and parents will be invited to attend at the end of the week

More details about this later in the newsletter.

Finally, I know that various bugs and illnesses are circulating 

at the moment and this impacts on attendance.  Although we 

encourage children to be in school every day, high 

temperatures, sickness and diarrhoea are all reasons that your 

child should stay at home. This is for their own wellbeing as 

well as the wellbeing of others.  If you are unsure, please 

consult the NHS poster that I have included at the end of the 

newsletter again. 

Miss Gooding

Headteacher

Chapped Lips & Lip Salve

Some of our children suffer from sore 

or chapped lips, particularly in the 

colder weather.  If this is the case, 

please bring your child’s 

treatment/cream to the main office 

and complete a form as you would 

for any medication.  This ensures the 

treatment does not get lost, shared 

or fall into the wrong hands. Your 

child’s teacher will ensure they have 

access to it when needed.

Lip balms being used for cosmetic 

purposes are not allowed in school.

Spring Parent Consultation 

Reception – Yr4

Weds 13th March 3.45-6.00

School Shoes

Some of our children are wearing 

heavy boots/shoes to school – they 

can become uncomfortable 

throughout the day and can cause 

unnecessary injury to other children.  

Please be mindful when choosing 

school shoes for your child – a 

sturdy, comfortable, black school 

shoe is recommended.

Next Parent Forum 

Thu 7th March

I look forward to seeing you at 

our Symbols of Faith event in 

a few weeks time, but in the 

meantime I wish you a happy 

week. Kind regards,



Yr2,3,4 Homework
Children in Y2,3,4 have been 

trialling a new homework 

platform called Doodle Learning. 

Teachers will continue to monitor 

the engagement and impact of 

this new resource and we will be 

asking for feedback from pupils 

and parents after half term as it is 

one of the agenda items at the 

Parent Forum.

In addition to Doodle Learning, 

children should be reading at 

least 3 x weekly at home – we 

are already seeing the benefits of 

additional practice in school, so 

please do try and read with your 

child at home.

Online Safety Competition

Design your own online safety poster or picture.

The most creative entries will be displayed around 

the school to help everyone at Stanbridge stay safe 

online.

Pass your entry to your teacher by 9th February. 

Winning entries announced Wk bg 12th February. Best Wishes to Miss 

Benesch & her family

Miss Benesch will be starting her 

maternity leave on Friday 2nd

February.  We are all going to miss 

her, but we are excited for this next 

chapter in her life and look forward to 

meeting her new baby soon.



This is a whole school, cross curricular project week where each year group will explore and learn 

about a different faith in line with their curriculum.  We will launch the week with a special assembly 

and then children will develop their skills and knowledge across RE, design and technology, reading, 

writing and PSHE.  The year groups themes are as follows:

The week will finish with a class exhibition on Friday 16th February from 2.30-3.30pm. Parents and 

carers who have children in Pre-School & Reception will have the opportunity to join in with some 

special activities hosted by the children in their classrooms. You will be able to collect your children 

after you have visited the exhibition. We look forward to seeing you there.

Raising the Roof on Reading
As part of our mission to ‘raise the roof on reading’, we are refreshing 

our library area.  We have some lovely ideas to improve this space 

and have been fortunate to receive a significant donation from Mrs 

Veronica Clarke, our previous Vice Chair of Governors.  With this in 

mind, we plan to re-launch the library space on World Book Day in 

her name. 

World Book day is after half term on 7th March and we will be inviting 

staff and children to dress up as their favourite book characters.  

Children will be invited to participate in a variety of book related 

activities and rather than making a financial donation, we ask that 

each child donates a book to our library; pre-loved or new. Any child 

making a donation will be given a sticker to insert with their name on. 

We are really looking forward to celebrating reading and hope that 

Mrs Clarke can join us to officially re-launch our library.

Symbols of Faith Week 

Pre-School & Reception: 
The Natural World

Y1: Judaism - Celebrations and 
Worship for the Jewish community

Y2: Christianity – Celebrations and Worship 
for the Christian community

Y3: Christianity – The Holy 
Trinity & Easter

Y4: Islam – Festivals and worship 
for the Muslim community

Whole School British Values: mutual respect 
and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs



SPRING DATES & EVENTS 2024 (New dates in red)

Every Wednesday Yr3 & 4 swimming – continue every Wednesday in Spring term

Thu 1st February Yr4 Bikeability – more information to follow

Fri 2nd February NSPCC Number Day

Tue 6th February Online Safety Day

Thu 8th February Leighton Buzzard Fire Service visiting Y2

Mon 12th – Fri 16th Feb Symbols of Faith Project Week

Fri 16th February Symbols of Faith Class Exhibitions 2.30-3.30pm

Fri 16th February Last day of half term

Mon 26th February Back to school for staff and children

Thu 7th March World Book Day

Parent Forum Meeting  2.30pm: Agenda - Homework & 

Communication

Fri 8th March Mothers Day Shop

Wed 13th March Parent Consultation Appointments 3.45-6.00pm

Mon 25th March Great Stanbridge Bake Off

Wed 27th March Last swimming day for Y3 & 4

Thu 28th March Last day of Spring term

Mon 15th April Training day – staff only

Tue 16th April Back to school for children – Summer term

Key dates for summer term

Wed 22nd- Fri 24th May Grafham Residential Field Trip – Year 3 and 4 only

We have got to work together to improve the attendance at Stanbridge. There are many 

factors that contribute to poor attendance, but we continue to have a lot of unauthorised 

leave. This impacts on your child’s attendance and means that they miss vital learning. 

Children should be in school every day if they are well enough. Please do not book day trips, 

short breaks or holidays during term time.  The school term dates for this academic year and 

next academic year can be found on the website. 

Current: 91% Target: 97%




