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•A phonics resource to help children learn to read

•Approved by the Department for Education

•Your children will have followed this scheme in 
Reception

What is Little Wandle Letters & Sounds?



How many times have you 
already read today?



"Reading is important. If you know how to 

read, then the whole world opens up to you." 

– Barack Obama



What is Phonics?



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Important features of our Phonics teaching

 Frequent short bursts – at least twice daily
 Specific order of teaching – NOT alphabetical
 Synthetic Phonics – correct pronunciation is vital
 Practice makes permanent



Sequence of teaching



Consonant Diagraphs

Vowel Diagraphs

Two letters, one sound

Terminology your children should know



Trigraph

Three letters, one 
sound

Split diagraphs

Two spilt letters making 
one sound



New for Yr1 - teaching Phase 5 words



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



Teaching Phase 5 Phonics



• The phonic screening check takes place in Yr1 – wk bg XX June

• 40 words divided into two sections of 20 words. Both sections contain a 
mixture of real words and pseudo-words. Pseduo-words are not actual 
words with an associated meaning. 

The Year One Screening Check

• If a pupil does not meet the expected 
standard at the end of year 1, a programme 
of support should be put in place and with a 
re-take in year 2. 



• Plenty of encouragement. 

• ‘Sound out’ unfamiliar words and then blend the sounds together from 
left to right rather than looking at the pictures. 

• Support with any reading and writing homework

• Schools will have access to all their pupils’ results in the last half term of 
year 1. Children who have not met the standard in year 1 will re-take the 
check in year 2. The results of any re-take will also be shared with you.

Do I need to do anything to prepare my child 
for the check?



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



Reading at home



Books going home



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Please look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance 

for parents: www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk

Support children in learning the alphabetic code and weekly words 
that are sent home. 

Let your child “show off” their reading to you and celebrate and 
praise all the way! 

Share books with your children for pleasure. Support children when 
completing phonics homework.

How else can I support my child?

http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


Thankyou for coming.

If you have any questions, please feel free to come and speak with 
Miss Gooding or Miss Lacy after the session.


