
Parent Information Session for Reception:  
Phonics and Early Reading 

 

Tuesday 19th September 2023 

Stanbridge Lower School 



•A phonics resource to help children learn to read 

 

•Approved by the Department for Education 

What is Little Wandle Letters & Sounds? 



How many times have you 
already read today? 



"Reading is important. If you know how to 

read, then the whole world opens up to you." 

– Barack Obama 
 

 



What is Phonics? 



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down. 

Phonics is: 



Important features of our Phonics teaching 

 Frequent short bursts – at least twice daily 
 Specific order of teaching – NOT alphabetical 
 Synthetic Phonics – correct pronunciation is vital 
 Practice makes permanent 





Consonant Diagraphs Vowel Diagraphs 

Two letters, one sound 

Trigraph - three letters, one sound 



Blending to read words 

www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-parents/


How do we make learning stick? 

Each sound that we teach either has a picture 
or phrase to help children remember 



Common Exception Words (tricky words)  

www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 





Reading practice sessions are:  

• timetabled three times a week  

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant 

• taught in small groups. 

How do we teach reading in books? 



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book 



Reading at home 



Books going home 



This means that your child should:  

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well 

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic 

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own. 

 

 

Reading a book at the right level 



The shared book is for YOU to read: 
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice. 

• Talk with your child as much as you can: 

o Introduce new and exciting language 

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary 

oMake up sentences together 

o Find different words to use 

oDescribe things you see. 

Read to your child 



Please look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance  

for parents: www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk  

 

Support children in learning the alphabetic code; practise the Little 
Wandle phonics sheet and green writing book. 

 

Let your child “show off” their reading to you and celebrate and 
praise all the way!  

 

Share books with your children for pleasure. Support children when 
completing phonics homework. 

How else can I support my child? 

http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


Thankyou for coming. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to come and speak with 
Miss Gooding or Mrs Golby after the session. 


