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Class Letter – Year 3
Summer Term 1 - 2023
	Learning News


	This half term we are learning about plants in Science. The children will consolidate their learning from Key Stage 1 where they learnt about the requirements of plants for life and growth and will put their skills to the test by growing various flowers and vegetables from a seed. As the plants begin to grow, the children will choose how they are going to change the growing conditions and they will start to observe and explore how the requirements vary from plant to plant. Our Art lessons will also follow this theme of plants as the children will explore and complete botanical drawings and create flower-themed sculptures using clay. In Design Technology we will have some cooking lessons and the children will also be learning to sew.
In English our main book study is ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ by C.S Lewis. Our focus to start with is ‘Writing to Entertain’ and in particular we are looking at the use of doors or portals as a structure for fantasy stories. The children will consolidate what they already know about using expanded noun phrases and continue to look at different ways of creating them. We will then investigate settings and characters within the stories and once the children have gathered their ideas they will discuss, and look at, lots of writing similar to that which they are planning to write. We will analyse these texts so that we can understand and learn from their structure, vocabulary and grammar. Moving on from this we will be looking at ‘Writing to Inform’ and the children will have the opportunity to write a biography.
In Maths, we will be continuing our learning about mass and capacity, using scales to measure mass in grams and kilograms and capacity in litres and millilitres. We will then find equivalent measures, before comparing, adding and subtracting mass and capacity. We will then move on to learning about fractions, building on last half term’s learning to add and subtract fractions with the same denominator, using fractions to partition 1 whole, finding fractions of amounts and quantities, as well as developing our reasoning skills around fractions. We will then be learning about money, including using pounds and pence and converting between these measures, adding and subtracting amounts of money and finding change. In the final part of this half term, we will be learning about time, including revising our understanding of times to 5 minutes from last year, learning about telling the time to the minute, and on digital clocks, using am and pm, learning about years, months, days and hours, and calculating durations of time.


	Gaps in Learning


	English: 

· Capital letters at the beginning of sentences and for ‘proper nouns’.

· Remembering full stops at the end of sentences.

· Remembering to continue to use phonic knowledge to spell longer words. 
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Splitting longer words into syllables and chunking parts of words together so that they are easier to remember e.g. part  ic  u  lar       particular
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Remembering spelling rules, for example adding –ed to a regular verb to turn it into a past tense verb (jump       jumped) or altering the root word e.g. doubling the consonant of more complex verbs (beg       begged, step      stepped)

· Proofreading written work for capital letters, spellings, punctuation and to check it makes sense.
· To increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting.

· To think about the layout and presentation of their work.
· Spelling homophones correctly e.g. there/their/they’re, where/wear, been/bean.

· To understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by drawing simple inferences with evidence such as inferring characters’ feelings.

· Revising Year 2 spelling rules.

Maths:
· Automatic recall of key addition facts (shown in the table) and corresponding subtraction calculations. Automatic recall means quick recall from memory with no working out needed.
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· Rapid, automatic recall of learnt times tables (x2, x5, x10, x3, x4 to date), and corresponding division facts.

· Understand and use the < (less than), > (greater than) and = (equal to) symbols to compare values.

· Exchanging between place values when subtracting using the column method.

· Estimating answers to calculations and using inverse operations to check answers.

· Solving missing number problems and multi-step problems.
· Divide a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number using formal written methods.
· Explaining thinking and reasoning clearly using mathematical terms.

· Using learnt methods for calculations independently, e.g. using partitioning or column method for addition and subtraction of larger numbers rather than trying to calculate mentally.

· Application of known methods and learning to word problems, particularly 2-step word problems.


	Good News
	Homework-

Times table Rock Stars: It has been lovely to see some of the children in the class being awarded certificates for the amount of progress they have made with their times tables. I hope that we can keep this up and see many others in the class with a certificate soon.
Spellings: Some children have really worked hard at their spellings homework every week and it is so nice to see them making an effort and working hard to improve their writing. Keep up the great work.


	Homework Updates
	Homework for Maths and English will continue to be set on a Monday and children will have a week to complete it. If your child is absent on a Monday please can you encourage them to give their homework book or folder to the relevant teacher as soon as possible so that it can be updated.


	PE Kits
	PE kits will be needed on Monday and Wednesday afternoons. I have suggested to children that they bring them in on a Monday and take them home on a Thursday if they wish to. This means that they have a full PE kit for the whole week so that they can be flexible if we need to change our plans due to weather or other curriculum demands.


	Forest Schools
	This half term we will take part in some Forest School sessions and our theme is plants.


	Library
	Year 3 will visit the library every week and the children are welcome to choose a book of their choice. If they wish to keep it for longer than a week then they can do. 
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“We believe in our children”





