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Class Letter – Year 4
Spring Term 1 2023
	Learning News
	This half term we are learning about Where We Live. We will be exploring the history and geography of Leighton Buzzard and Stanbridge, and learning about Mary Norton, author of The Borrowers, who lived in Leighton Buzzard. In geography, we will also be developing some of our map skills by learning about compass points, grid references and Ordnance Survey map symbols. In science we will be continuing our learning about living things and their habitats, developing our understanding of classification keys and investigating some environmental dangers to wildlife. In our art lessons we will be exploring the artwork of William Morris, and creating a picture in his style. In our RE lessons we will be learning about the beliefs and traditions of the Sikh community, and in PSHE we will be exploring aspects of relationships, such as recognizing emotions in other people, how to listen and respond to people respectfully, and how to maintain positive friendships and resolve conflict.

We are very lucky to be having ukulele lessons this half term. These will be on Tuesdays, and will be taught by a teacher from Inspiring Music.

In Maths, we will be continuing our learning about multiplication and division, identifying and using factor pairs for a given product, multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100, and developing our knowledge of methods for multiplying and dividing 2- and 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit number, with and without remainders. We will then move onto learning about length and perimeter, measuring in kilometres and metres, and understanding the relationship between the two, and then finding the perimeters of shapes, starting using a cm squared grid before moving onto more abstract lengths. We will learn how to find the perimeter of rectilinear shapes, including finding missing lengths, and the perimeters of different polygons.

	Gaps in Learning
	English:
· Using phonic knowledge to spell longer words.
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Remembering spelling rules, for example adding –ed to a regular verb to turn it into a past tense verb (jump       jumped) or altering the root word e.g. doubling the consonant of more complex verbs (beg       begged, step      stepped)

· Reading written work to check it makes sense.

· Spelling homophones correctly e.g. there/their/they’re, where/wear, been/bean.

· Proofreading and editing written work independently.

· Using DADWAVERS to help think of different ways to start sentences.

· To use adverbials in writing to add detail about time, reason, manner and place (TRAMP).

· To understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by drawing simple inferences with evidence such as inferring characters’ feelings.
Maths:

· Automatic recall of key addition facts (shown in the table) and corresponding subtraction calculations. Automatic recall means quick recall from memory with no working out needed.
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· Multiplying 3 1-digit numbers

· Identifying and using inverse calculations to check answers.

· Solve problems involving multiple steps and operations.

· Solve equations with calculations on both sides of the = symbol.
· Multiplication of 2-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers using mental and written methods

· Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator within 1 whole.

· Find fractions of an amount.

· Solve problems including missing number problems, using number facts, place value and more complex addition and subtraction.
· Identify and describe properties of 3-D shapes, including the number of edges, faces and vertices.
· Measure, compare, add and subtract lengths, mass and volume/capacity.
· Recognise and show equivalent fractions using diagrams.
· Calculate durations of events.
· Add and subtract amounts of money to give change.

· Identify right angles, recognise that 2 right angles make a half turn, 3 right angles make three quarters of a turn and 4 a complete turn.

	Good News
	The children all worked so hard to learn their part for the Christmas production, and I’m sure you will agree they all performed brilliantly on the day!
Children have been learning about India over the last half term, and have learned how mountains are made. They also worked together to create a Madhubani-style mural after learning about Indian art styles.
Mr Barber will be visiting school on Thursday 12th January to run Bikeability training for Year 4 children who can already confidently ride a bike. More information and permission slips will be sent home on the first day back to school.

Some of the children have enjoyed taking our class pet Oreo the badger home for the weekend over the autumn term, and recording what he gets up to in his diary. He’s looking forward to making more visits this half term!

	Homework Updates
	Homework will be collected in on Mondays and sent out either that afternoon or the Tuesday afternoon.

Homework revises concepts we have covered in class to consolidate learning and extend it further, so it is vital that your child completes their homework every week. For Maths this is the worksheet in their Maths folder and at least 5/7 of the daily TTRS sessions per week. For English this is their phonics/spelling homework book, reading and learning their poem and reading their school reading book every day.

I will be running a homework support club every Wednesday lunchtime, so if your child needs support on any particular week, please remind them to attend.

	Swimming
	Statutory swimming sessions begin on 11th January – 22nd March. A letter was sent home before the Christmas break with details of these lessons. Please return your permission slip and travel contribution as soon as possible. If you need a new letter please let me know.

	PE Kits
	Children will need a swimming kit consisting of swimming trunks for boys and a one piece costume for girls, a towel and swimming cap in a small bag for swimming sessions on Wednesdays.

Our other PE day will remain a Monday, when children will need shorts and t-shirt for gymnastics lessons.

	Visits
	As a fantastic finish to our local area topic, we are hoping to go for a walk around the village, weather permitting, to create sketch maps and sketch some of the local landscape. More information to follow.

	Forest Schools
	Children will be taking part in various forest school activities and sessions across the term, please see our topic plan for more information.

	Library
	Children will be able to visit the school library every week to choose a book for them to read for pleasure.

	Requests for Help
	Please see the letter on the school website regarding parent help for sports events across the year.
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“We believe in our children”





