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Healthy School




Class Letter – Year Reception 
Spring 1 Term 2022
	Learning News


	This half term our weekly topics are; Winter Trees, Mountains, Robins, Ice, Rain and feathers.  Through our topics the children will be learning about key areas of UTW, including Past and Present, The Natural World and People, Cultures and Communities.  They will be learning to observe and talk about the natural changes of trees and weather through the seasons as well as comparing their location with locations far away.  They will find out about cultures in icy and warm places through stories and pictures.  Through these topics the children will develop their understanding and communication skills and they will have opportunities to explore their learning through play and artistic expression.  They will engage in literacy and numeracy activities linked to our topics and learn new art processes as well as join in with cookery activities.  The children will also explore our topics through forest school experiences.
We will also be starting PE lessons this term; these will be on a Friday afternoon.  The children will also be continuing to develop their gross and fine motor skills during their outside play continuously across the week.  

Phonics – The children are making incredible progress through our Little Wandle phonics scheme and they are trying so hard.  During Spring 1 the graphemes we will be learning are; ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, oo, ar, or, ur ow, oi ear, air, er, words with double letters; dd, mm, tt, bb, rr, gg, pp, ff and longer words.  We will also be learning these common exception words; was, you, they, my, by, all, are, sure, pure.
Reading –The children will continue to read their book in class 3 x week.  This will also be the same book that they will bring home to read with you.  During the class reading sessions your children will be learning to blend, develop sight reading and fluency and be able to answer questions about the story and make predictions.  

Maths – Across this term, our aim is for the children to become familiar in working with and exploring with numbers to 10.  The children will be exploring maths in a ‘concrete’ way. Concrete is using what the children already know and building upon it in a tangible way.  In reception we explore maths through discussion e.g. “Well, there are three here and three here, so there must be six.” And “There were 8 eggs in the incubator. Two have hatched and 6 have not yet hatched.”   And by using objects, for example; putting objects into 5 and 10 frames and sharing objects equally.  


	Gaps in Learning


	English: In order to make expected progress children need to be secure with Autumn 1 and Autumn 2 phonemes.  A few of the phonemes from Autumn 1 and 2 that some children are struggling to recognize are g, k, u, n, r, e, b and Autumn 2 w, g, v, j, x, y, qu, d, c, e, zz, th, sh, ch, ng and nk.
We would also expect children to be able to blend words containing these phonemes quickly by the end of the Autumn term and ideally read them by sight.  Your child will have lists of these words in their home reading record book to practice with you.  
Maths:  Children still need to ensure that they are counting each object carefully and not making mistakes by counting too fast.  The children also need to become secure in knowing their number bonds to 5 off by heart (without using objects).  

	Good News
	We have all loved to hear what our class pet Rosie has been up to when she has visited some of the children.  Thank you to all of the grown-ups who have helped their children to look after Rosie and provide photos to aid discussions about her in class.  

	Homework Updates
	Phonics homework will continue as normal.
From next week children will be sent home with a book that they are reading in class for them to practice reading with you at home.  The other book that will go home with your child is a sharing book, some of the words in this book might be unknown to your child and they may need help to read it. It is very important that these books are returned to school the following Friday so that it can be used by another child the following week.  

More info to follow.

	PE Kits and welly boots.
	A full PE kit is needed in school by this Friday, 6th January so that your child can take part in PE lessons.  This will be sent home with your child each half term to be washed.
Please can your child also have a pair of wellies in school at all times as we like to go for walks and take part in outdoor learning and forest school in all weathers!

	Forest Schools
	Last term the children watched as a fire was safely lit in our Kelly kettle and they enjoyed a hot chocolate in the woodland garden. We look forward to more exciting forest school sessions during the Spring Term.

	Library
	Library books are changed on a Friday alongside reading books.

	School Trip
	We have arranged for the Reception children to go on an exciting school trip via a coach to Pizza Express in Leighton Buzzard.  They will get the chance to roll and make a pizza to bring home.  The date of the trip is Wednesday 8th February.  More information to follow.
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“We believe in our children”
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