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Stanbridge Lower School
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Reviewed April 2022
1.  RATIONALE
1.1  We believe that the pupils at Stanbridge Lower must have regular timetabled access to science knowledge through scientific investigations appropriate to their age, stage of development and ability.

2.  AIMS
2.1  The learning opportunities will be planned to provide a variety of practical and active learning experiences which will develop the pupil’s abilities to 

· question

· plan form ideas

· make decisions

· gather evidence

· work safely

· record in a number of appropriate ways

· evaluate meaningfully.
The pupils will have the opportunity to work both independently and collaboratively.

3.  INTENDED OUTCOMES
3.1  The programme of learning which we provide links follows the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum and will enable the pupils to:
· gain a sound foundation of knowledge in biology, chemistry, physics and other sciences.

· Be able to understand science in everyday contexts and also the wider world

· Be able to communicate their understanding of science through speaking and listening and a variety of written, diagrammatical and graphical forms

· Be able to plan and carry out their investigations with increasing independence and to confidently restructure their work as appropriate.

· Be able to draw conclusions from their evidence.

· Be able to work collaboratively successfully using the strategies taught in PSHCE thus enriching and cementing work relationships, and creating opportunities  for further learning without losing individualistic qualities.

4.  THE TEACHING OF SCIENCE
4.1  Science is taught by class teachers.  Lessons and groups of children are supported by LSA’s as appropriate and planned using the ‘Whole School Curriculum Overview’.  

4.2  Objectives for each year group are tracked by highlighting the ‘Whole School Curriculum Overview’ and using Classroom Monitor to ensure full coverage of the National Curriculum for each year group.
4.3  Science teaching and planning is linked to other topics to provide a more creative approach to science and to put science into context.   Each teacher should teach at least 1 science lesson per week.
4.3  Investigations should happen at least once in each half term.  Investigations cover all aspects of year group skills.
4.4  ICT software is available to support and enrich the delivery of the science curriculum.

4.5  Children will work and be taught:  in pairs, groups, individually and as a whole class.

4.6 Within this structure:  groups are often of mixed ability, and teachers produce their own tasks appropriate to the particular class or group.
4.7 Children will participate in a whole school ‘Science Day’ to celebrate British Science Week. This will be organised and planned by the Science Co-ordinator.
4.8 Teachers will think carefully about the sequence of their science topics. Teachers are aware of topics that may need to be visited termly rather than yearly e.g. plants, seasons.
5.   PROGRESSION AND CONTINUITY
5.1  All teachers are involved in science planning.
5.2  The Science Co-ordinator informs staff of new ideas, professional development courses, equipment and supports the effective delivery of the curriculum through shared teaching and demonstration.  

5.3 The co-ordinator monitors teacher’s science planning and supports the preparation of specific lessons as required

5.4  Progression and continuity are planned for in accordance with the National Curriculum for each year group.
5.5 Teachers will place ‘Knowledge Organisers’ in children’s books to provide children with tools to help them gain, retain and build the knowledge and skills as set out in our curriculum content.

5.6  Children will be given three separate science books:

· Biology

· Physics

· Chemistry

The children in Years 1 – 4 will record their work in the relevant book and teachers will be able to clearly see ‘year on year’ progression within each main area of science and within specific topics e.g. plants.

6.  ASSESSMENT
6.1  Informal assessment is carried out throughout the year and is finalised with a brief informal assessment at the end of the module recorded on Classroom Monitor.  Gaps in learning are then identified and these provide next steps in learning for planning.  
6.2  If pieces of work or quotes from the children demonstrate knowledge and understanding then these suffice as evidence.

6.3  Assessments at the end of Yr2 and Yr4 will be carried out according to national guidelines.  

7.  RECORDING AND REPORTING
7.1  Reporting to parents is completed annually in a written report
8. REVIEW PROCEDURES
The school’s policy will be reviewed when:
· 2 years have elapsed

· A new co-ordinator has been appointed.

· There has been a significant change in; the programmes of study for science, staff or pupils.
J Turney
SCIENCE Subject Leader
April 2022
This policy was ratified by the full governing body.

Date of Meeting: ………………………………………..

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Chair of Governors.
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