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Learning News This half term our topic is The Romans. We will be exploring what daily life was like for the 

Romans, how the Roman invasion changed life in Britain, and developing our historical research 
skills whilst learning about some significant people in Roman Britain. Our art lessons will be 

linked to our Romans topic, as we will be learning about and creating mosaic art, and in our DT 
lessons we will be designing and making a Roman shield. In science we will be learning about 
living things and their habitats, developing our scientific skills of classifying and identifying. 
In our RE lessons we will be learning about the significant milestones in life and how different 
religions celebrate these milestones, and in PSHE we will be continuing to explore aspects of 

living in the wider world such as budgeting money, how to look after our environment and what 
difference and diversity look like in Britain and globally. 
 
We are very lucky to be continuing our ukulele lessons this half term. These will be remaining 

on Tuesdays, and will be taught by Mrs Eames from Inspiring Music. 
 
In Maths, we will be continuing our learning on fractions, revising our knowledge of unit and 
non-unit fractions, before learning to count in fractions, find equivalent fractions, and add and 

subtract fractions, both with other fractions and whole numbers and quantities. We will then 
move on to learning about decimals, including the relationship between fractions and decimals, 
especially relating to tenths and hundredths,  representing these in different ways, and 
dividing 1- and 2-digit numbers by 10 or 100 to make tenths and hundredths. 
 

In English our main book study is ‘The Roman Record’ by Paul Dowswell and our focus is 
‘Writing to Inform’. The children will revisit their prior learning and identify and discuss what 
they already know about presenting information to a reader.  We will identify the most 
common forms of informative writing they are likely to encounter (recounts, biographies, 

newspaper articles and letters) and they will discuss, and look at, lots of writing similar to that 
which they are planning to write. We will analyse these texts so that we can understand and 
learn from their structure, vocabulary and grammar.  
 
The children will specifically look at: 

 Subordinating conjunctions – these can be used to add more detail about important 
information. 

 Fronted adverbials – these are used to offer additional important information. The 
focus will be fronted adverbials of time to convey the chronology within a piece of 

writing. 
 Relative clauses – these are used to add in extra detail. 
 Subheadings – these help to make the writing easier to understand by separating 

sections of information. 
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As well as focusing on these features, the children will continue to learn how to spot 
grammatical features such as expanded noun phrases, use of the past tense and use of 

paragraphs. They will also continue to proofread and check their work for errors, and identify 
and reflect on what they could improve on. 

Gaps in Learning 

 
Please practice these elements with your child at home, either as part of their homework, or 
additionally. 
 

English:  

 Capital letters at the beginning of sentences and for ‘proper nouns’. 
 Remembering full stops at the end of sentences. 
 Remembering to continue to use phonic knowledge to spell longer words.  
 Splitting longer words into syllables and chunking parts of words together so that they 

are easier to remember e.g. part  ic  u  lar       particular 
 Remembering spelling rules, for example adding –ed to a regular verb to turn it into a 

past tense verb (jump       jumped) or altering the root word e.g. doubling the 
consonant of more complex verbs (beg       begged, step      stepped) 

 Proofreading written work for capital letters, spellings, punctuation and to check it 
makes sense. 

 To increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting. 
 To think about the layout and presentation of their work. 
 Spelling homophones correctly e.g. there/their/they’re, where/wear, been/bean. 

 To understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by drawing simple 
inferences with evidence such as inferring characters’ feelings. 

 

Maths: 

 Automatic recall of key addition facts (shown in the table) and corresponding 
subtraction calculations. Automatic recall means quick recall from memory with no 
working out needed. 

 
 Rapid, automatic recall of learnt times tables (x2, x5, x10, x3, x4, x8, x6, x7, x9 to 

date), and corresponding division facts. 
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 Automatic recall of doubles and halves to double 20. 
 Solving missing number calculations using the inverse e.g. ___ - 5 = 27, do 27 + 5 = ___ 
 What happens to a 1-. 2- or 3-digit number when it is multiplied by 10 (digits move 1 

place to the left, not add a 0). 
 Applying key facts to larger calculations, e.g. knowing 20 x 3 = 60 because 2 x 3 = 6, or 

knowing 700 – 300 = 400 because 7 – 3 = 4 without calculating. 
 Recognising larger numbers as multiples quickly, for example spotting that 45 is 15 x 3. 
 Knowing and being able to verbalise the difference between a 2D and 3D shape. 

 Explaining thinking and reasoning clearly using mathematical terms. 
Good News Children have been really enjoying their ukulele lessons so far this term, and have made great 

progress, learning to strum and pluck, as well as learning some chords. 
 
The children created some amazing unique artwork based around sound waves last half term, a 

first for Stanbridge Lower School. 
 
Many of the children also enjoyed their Bikeability training with Mr Barber, where they learnt 
many skills to help them cycle safely. Everyone who took part earned themselves a certificate 

and a badge, well done! 
Homework Updates Homework is due on Thursday every week. Please make sure your child has their Maths folder 

and English Spelling book every week on this day. 
 
The Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check is due to take place in the Summer term. Children need 
to be able to recall all tables up to 12x12 from memory in less than 6 seconds. Please practice 

times tables for 5 minutes every day with your child, preferably using their Times Tables Rock 
Stars account. 
 
As you may be aware, we have made updates to the way we teach reading at Stanbridge Lower 

School, and this has changed the way we are setting reading homework. Your child will be 
bringing home the book they are reading in class to read at home too. It is vital that your child 
brings their reading book into school every day so they can be heard reading by a teacher. We 
encourage children to read every night for 5-10 minutes with a grown up. I have also sent 

home a reading bookmark with suggested questions to ask your child as they are reading to 
you, if you need a replacement please write this in your child’s home reading record. 
 
We have also recently purchased some new books in for children who are currently on free 
reading books. These are more closely matched to the government’s reading expectations, and 

will provide an appropriate range of texts and exposure to new and technical vocabulary. These 
books will begin to be sent home once your child has finished their current free reading book. 
 
Homework revises concepts we have covered in class to consolidate learning and extend it 

further, so it is vital that your child completes their homework every week. If your child is 
struggling with a particular week or activity, please feel free to contact myself or Mrs Turney 
so we can provide support for your child. 

Visits/Visitors/Trips Year 4 will be visiting Verulamium Museum and the Roman Theatre in St Albans this half term. 
A date has been provisionally booked for Wednesday 23rd March and we are awaiting 
confirmation from the Museum.  A letter will be sent out closer to the time with more details. 

Parent Consultations Parent consultations will be on Thursday 24th March. Please look out for the school newsletter 
with the form to book your slot. 

Requests for Help We will need 2 volunteers to accompany us on our trip to Verulamium. Please leave a message 
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at the school office if you think you may be able to help us with this. 
 
Children will also need a large piece of cardboard to make their Roman shields with, so any 

donations of large cardboard boxes, such as parcel delivery boxes, will be gratefully received. 
Swimming Swimming sessions will be continuing every Thursday until 31st March. Please note this is 

different to our previous final session to make up for our missed session on 10th February. 
 
Please remember to provide your child with a healthy fruit-based snack on these days, as they 
are very hungry after swimming! 

PE Kits Children will need a swimming kit consisting of swimming trunks for boys and a one piece 
costume for girls, a towel and swimming cap in a plastic bag for swimming sessions on 
Thursdays. 
 
Our other PE day will remain a Monday, when children will need shorts and t-shirt for dance 

lessons. 
Library Children will be able to visit the school library every Monday to choose a book for them to 

read for pleasure. 

 


