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Newsletter No 2
7th September 2020
Dear Parents/Guardians
Welcome back to the start of another academic year.  I hope you enjoyed the holidays and all feel happy and refreshed.  I would like to welcome all the new parents and families to Stanbridge.  I’m sure they will all feel at home very soon and will get to know school routines and procedures quickly.  The staff and I have met, and set all key dates for the year and these are listed at the end of this newsletter and will be on our website soon.  

Academic Calendar 2020/21
Please can you make a note of the Inset and term dates listed below.  These have been changed to bring them into line with middle and upper schools in Leighton Buzzard and are different to the ones advertised on the Central Bedfordshire Academic Calendar.

 Inset Days Next Year 

These will be 

3rd /4th Sept

2nd November

4th January 

12th April

Term Dates

Autumn term 7th September – 18 December

Half Term:  26th – 30th October

Spring Term:  5th January – 26th March

Half Term:  15 - 19th February

Summer Term:  13th April – 22nd July

Half Term:  31 May – 4th June

PTFA Clothes Collection – 30th September

Please remember to bring in all your old clothing for our PTFA bag2school clothing collection. Please see further details and information on what to bring in on the newsletter on website under ‘PTFA’ . The more we collect, the more we raise!’
 They pay £400 per tonne or £0.40p/kg, which is a fantastic fund raiser for the PTFA. It will also help the children understand the importance of recycling and reuse. Bags will be sent home in September, but you can use any plastic bag with tie handles as well. Please make sure your items comply with the following points, as they reserve the right to refuse any unsuitable items. 

We accept the following ‘good quality’ items for RE-USE: 

· Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing 

· Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around)

· Handbags 

· Hats

· Bags 

· Scarves and ties 

· Jewellery 

· Lingerie

· Socks 

· Belts 

· Soft toys 

· Household linen 

· Household curtains 

· Household towels 

· Household bedding (bed sheets, pillow cases and duvet covers) 

We DO NOT accept: 

· Duvets and blankets 

· Pillows and cushions

· Carpets, rugs and mats (including bath, shower and toilet mats) 

· Soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing 

· School uniforms with and without logo 

· Corporate clothing and workwear 

· Textile off cuts, yarns or threaded material
Communication at Stanbridge and Text Messaging for Parents
We use the text messaging service to inform you that current newsletters, letters about trips etc are ready to be viewed and downloaded from out website (www.stanbridge.beds.sch.uk).  The newsletter is an important source of information with all key dates and times on it, so please make the effort to read it and add dates to your diary etc.   Text messaging will be used to send out urgent or important information to parents.  Reminders, via text messaging will no longer be sent out, so please note down all important information from the newsletter, as stated earlier.  Please can you send in the updated form below if any of your phone numbers have changed.   
All key information relating to our school can be found on our website.   Please take a look.  You will find information about such things as
· School blog and announcements

· Newsletters, visits and trips

· School calendar: containing all key dates etc.
· Homework links

· Exciting websites for children to use

· Key information:  school curriculum, policies, use of pupil and sports premium etc

· Curriculum Information:  Find out what your child is learning about in school.

Harvest Festival – Our Pumpkin Patch 19th – 23rd October
This year the children will be celebrating Harvest in a different way.  We are asking all the children to decorate a pumpkin for Harvest and place it in our Harvest Pumpkin Patch which will be located at the front of the school fence, between the two trees, (just like we did with the Poppies a couple of years ago).  The children can cut, decorate, draw or mark their pumpkin in anyway and then place it in the Pumpkin Patch starting on 19th October.  They don’t have to use a real pumpkin if they prefer to make a pumpkin.  All pumpkins should be made at home.  Make sure you can identify your pumpkin, as judging will take place on Tuesday 20th October and there will be a special prize for the winner.

We are asking all children to send in a donation of money (any amount under £1) which will be sent to the Children’s Society.  

All the children will be able to look at the Pumpkin Patch as they enter and leave school each day across the week and we are asking for all pumpkins to be collected at the end of the day on Friday 23rd October.  
Phonics Workshop for Parents of Children in Reception 17th September at 4pm

The parents who have children in Reception will be sent a link to a Zoom meeting where Mrs Forbes (English Subject Leader) will be talking about how to support your child with reading and learning phonics at home.  Please make sure we have your correct telephone numbers – see reply slip below.  You will find this session really informative, so please try to join us.  
School Clothing and Personal Items - Reminder
All school clothing, bags and personal items etc. should be named.
Swimming

There will be no swimming sessions this term.  We will endeavour to fit them into another term if the educational guidance changes.

Holidays in Term Time

I would like to take the opportunity to remind parents that rules relating to holidays in term time changed and no holidays will be authorised in term time.  If there are circumstances where you need to take your children out of school for exceptional reasons, please can you speak to me about this.  The form to request holidays for exceptional reasons is available to download on the school website and must be submitted to the Head Teacher for approval.
Parking Outside of School

We continue in our endeavour to encourage all parents to be considerate parkers and to avoid parking on the corner of Orchard Way, across drives and on/opposite the zig-zag lines.  Please report all persistent offenders to the School Office as we pass on details of this to the Community Police Officer.  Thank you to those parents who do park considerately.   
Carols Around the Christmas Tree

As we can’t have everyone in the hall this year due to class bubbles remaining separate and social distancing for adults, we have decided to do an outside Christmas this year.  Two parents from each family are invited to listen to the children sing Carols Around their specially decorated class Christmas Tree.  We are hoping to light up the playground with lighting and make it look really festive.  We will be following the school guidance re COVID for singing and will ask parents to be COVID secure by socially distancing in the playground and to wear masks.  Further details will follow.  In the meantime if anyone would like to donate a real Christmas tree to their class, please let us know, as Mrs McGregor has been given the task of finding us five Christmas Trees before 1st December!  If you know of any company who might donate trees to our school, then please let Mrs McGregor know.

Diary Dates:  These will be included on the school calendar on the website.  Teachers are currently planning school trips for their classes and other curriculum events will also be organised and as the teachers plan their topics for the term.  You will be notified of these accordingly.  
	17th September
	Reading workshop for Reception Parents – Zoom link will be sent

	24th September
	School Photographer in school for individual photographs

	29th September
	Perfect Printing Art afternoon for all children

	30th September
	PTFA Clothes Collection

	1st October
	KS1/2 Run for Fun

	15th October
	KS2 Rubgy

	19th  - 23rd October
	Harvest Pumpkin Patch

	21st October
	Parent Consultations via Zoom or Telephone 3.45 – 5pm

	26th – 30th October
	Half Term

	2nd November
	INSET Day

	3rd November
	Sketching in the Community Afternoon for all children

	9th November
	Yr 4 Young Leader Training

	9th November
	Energise Club – more information to follow

	16th November
	Energise Club – more information to follow

	23rd November
	Energise Club – more information to follow

	26th November
	KS2 Sports Hall Athletics

	30th November
	Energise Club – more information to follow

	30th November
	Make a Christmas Decoration afternoon for all children

	7th December
	Energise Club – more information to follow

	7th December
	Pre-school and Reception – Carols Around the Christmas Tree outside at 3pm

	8th December
	Year 3 – Carols Around the Christmas Tree outside at 3pm

	9th December
	Year 1 – Carols Around the Christmas Tree outside at 3pm

	10th December
	Year 2 – Carols Around the Christmas Tree outside at 3pm

	11th December
	Year 4 – Carols Around the Christmas Tree outside at 3pm

	tbc
	Christmas Dinner at School

	16th December
	Christmas Parties in school – further details to follow

	16th December
	Yr 4 Young Leader Training

	18th December
	Last Day of Term

	5th January
	1st Day of Term

	tbc
	Cooking classes for Yr 4

	tbc
	Cooking classes for Yr 3

	2nd February
	KS1/2 Gym Festival

	9th February
	3d Sculpture Art afternoon for all children

	15th – 19th February
	Half Term

	24th February
	School Sports Partnership After School Club – more details to follow

	2nd March
	KS2 Festival of Sport

	3rd March
	School Sports Partnership After School Club – more details to follow

	4th March
	World Book Day

	5th – 14th March
	British Science Week 

	10th March
	School Sports Partnership After School Club – more details to follow

	10th March
	Yr 4 Young Leader Training

	15th – 17th March tbc
	Yr 3 Grafham Residential Field Trip

	17th March
	School Sports Partnership After School Club – more details to follow

	17th March
	Yr 4 Young Leader Training

	18th March
	Middle School Enrichment Afternoon – more details to follow

	23rd March
	Take one Picture art afternoon for all children

	24th March
	KS1 Festival of Sport

	25th March
	Parent Consultations via Zoom or Telephone 3.45 – 5pm

	29th March
	Last Day of Term

	13th April
	1st Day of Term

	15th April
	KS1 Mini Sports Festival

	6th May
	KS2 Football Competition

	11th May
	KS2 Sports Festival

	12th May
	Texture, texture and more texture art afternoon for all children

	17th – 19th May tbc
	Yr 4 Grafham Residential Field Trip

	31st – 4th May
	Half Term

	7th June
	KS1 Phonics Screen Test across the week

	9th June
	School Sports Partnership After School Club – more details to follow

	10th June
	KS2 Cricket

	11th June tbc
	Stanbridge Sports Day

	14th June
	KS2 L1 Sports Festival

	16th June
	School Sports Partnership After School Club – more details to follow

	23rd June
	School Sports Partnership After School Club – more details to follow

	23rd June
	Student Voice Conference

	23rd June
	KS2 Athletics

	30th June
	School Sports Partnership After School Club – more details to follow

	1st July
	KS2 Tennis

	7th July
	School Sports Partnership After School Club – more details to follow

	7th July
	Middle School Transfer Day

	15th July
	Annual Reports sent home

	19th July tbc
	Open Afternoon if guidelines permit 

	22nd July
	Leavers Assembly – further details to follow

	22nd July
	Last Day of Term



Brief Explanation of Sessions for new Parents

Sporting Events:  School is part of the Leighton Linslade Sports Partnership who provide many sporting activities and competitions for children in KS1/2 across the year. We encourage all children to take part in competitions/festivals across the year and this is tracked by the PE Subject Leader.
Harvest Festival – see above for this year’s arrangements
Student Voice Conference – Members of the Student Council are invited to attend this.

Parent Consultations:  Parents and children are invited to talk to teachers about their child’s achievements, progress and targets.  These sessions take place in the school hall.  In the summer term a drop in parent consultation session is held for parents, after school reports have been sent out (tbc).  
Christmas Production:  For this year only this has been replaced with Carols Around the Christmas Tree.
Cooking Classes/Ukulele Lessons:  Year 3/4 learn to cook as part of the new National Curriculum.  A specialist teacher is brought in to teach the lessons to the children.  Cooking also focus on healthy eating, food preparation etc.  Further details are published on our website.
Sports Day (arrangements for this year to be confirmed nearer the time):  Come and join us all on the school field and watch your child take part in sports across the afternoon.  Are you brave enough to take part in the Parent’s Race!!

Yours sincerely

R J GODWIN

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………
Teachers 2 Parents – Text Messaging Service

Name of Child: ……………………………………………………………..

My mobile/home telephone/emergency telephone number has changed to

…………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………..
Tilsworth Road


Stanbridge


Leighton Buzzard


Bedfordshire


LU7 9HY 





Telephone: 01525 210328


 Fax:           01525 211921

















Head Teacher: Miss Rosemary Godwin
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Healthy School



“We believe in our children”


